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TUESDAY
Job Searching Strategies 
for Military Spouses
8:30a.m.-noon Strom Thurmond 
Bldg., Room 222. Military Spouse 
Job Searching Skills, Resume 
Writing and Interviewing. Targeted 
to military spouses, but open to all 
military and DOD ID Card holders. 
To register please call 803-751-
9460/5452 or sherry.r.major.civ@
mail.mil.

JAN. 12
Combined Federal Campaign 
Victory Luncheon
��������	��
�����	��������������
The Combined Federal Campaign 
is holding a Victory Luncheon to 
recognize the efforts of those who 
volunteered time and money to make 
the campaign a success. For more 
information contact Billy R. Smith, 
Fort Jackson’s CFC Coordinator, 
at 803-751-3804 or via email at 
billy.r.smith60.civ@mail.mil.

JAN. 13 
Scholarship Seminar
for Family Members

9:00-10:30 a.m., Strom Thurmond 
Bldg. Room 222. This seminar will 
help educate military spouses and 
the parents of military teens on 
the various military and civilian 
�������������������������������������
that is available. To register please 
call 803-751-9460/5452 or email 
Barbara.l.martin10.civ@mail.mil

JAN. 20
MLK Day Luncheon
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. NCO Club.
“Facing the Challenge of Change.”
Tickets are $10.50 and includes 
buffet style lunch, a guest speaker 
and live entertainment. For further 
information please contact Sgt. 1st 
Class Rachelle Walker at 751-4117 
or the Equal Opportunity Staff 
�����������
�!!��

JAN. 27
Steps to Federal Employment
for Military Spouses
9 a.m. - noon, Strom Thurmond 
Bldg., Room 222. Information on 
civil service and NAF employment. 
Targeted to military spouses, but 
open to all military and DOD ID 

card holders. To register please 
call 803-751-9460/5452 or email 
Barbara.l.martin10.civ@mail.mil

FEB. 22
Career Fair Prep Workshop
9 a.m. - noon,  Strom Thurmond Bldg. 
Room 222. This workshop will help 
you learn to do create a resume to 
showcase your employment skills & 
how to make the career fair work for 
you by developing a plan. To register 
please call 803-751-9460/5452 or 
email Barbara.l.martin10.civ@
mail.mil.
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Community   Calendar
SEND ALL

SUBMISSIONS TO

FJLeader@gmail.com

Deadline for events to be included 
in the calendar or Happenings is one 
week before publication. Include the 
time, date and place the event will 
occur, as well as other necessary 
information. 

If you submit an article on an 
event that already has taken place, 
please send it as soon as possible. 
Tuesday is the last day we will we be 
able to accept an article for publica-
tion the following Thursday. Include 
the date and place of the event, as 
well as a description of what took 
place. Please include quotations, if 
possible.  With any photo you submit, 
�������	
��		�����	�����	���	����	���	
last names.

Questions? Call 751-7045.  
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A collage of The Leader’s front pages from 2016 
illustrates some of the opportunities and chal-
lenges faced by Fort Jackson during the previ-
ous year.   SEE PAGES 7-16.

Photo by JENNIFER STRIDE

Wreaths 
Across
America
A bugler plays taps 
Dec. 17 at the annual 
Wreaths Across America 
ceremony at Fort Jack-
son National Cemetery. 
Wreaths Across America 
is  a nationwide program 
that distributes wreaths as 
a tribute to veterans laid to 
rest at Veterans Affairs na-
tional cemeteries and state 
veterans cemeteries. More 
than 4,000 headstones at 
the cemetery were dressed 
with holiday wreaths as 
part of December’s event.



By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

Fort Jackson Soldiers and leaders stayed 
up late Dec. 16 to ensure Soldiers in Train-
ing were on the right buses to go home for 
Victory Block Leave.

“I’m excited to be seeing my Family,” 
said Pvt. Dominic Fonseca, on his way home 
before heading to Fort Huachuca, Arizona 
for Military Intelligence Systems Maintain-
er/Integrator training. “I live in Tucson (Ari-
zona), so my Advanced Individual Training 
is only like an hour away. That’s nice.”

Victory Block Leave, or exodus, is a 
time-honored tradition where Soldiers, drill 
sergeants and unit cadre take a break from 
basic combat training to spend two weeks 
with their Families before returning to post 

to start training again. 
Roughly 8,000 Soldiers would transition 

through the Solomon Center on post where 
they would be separated based on when their 
travel home would begin. For instance, Sol-
������"#��%���	��������������������������	��
would be on one bus, while others leaving 
from Columbia Metropolitan Airport would 
board a different one.

Pvt. Taylor Pippin, who is also heading to 
Fort Huachuca after VBL but to study to be-
come an unmanned aerial vehicle pilot, said 
��� '��� *�	�+��%;� ����� ��� '��� �����#� �����
with training and heading home.

Pippin was among a few who helped 
quickly load duffel bags onto the await-
ing transportation to help other Soldiers to 
quickly load buses.

See VICTORY: Page 17

Soldiers declare

‘Victory’
over block leave

Soldiers in Training from Fort Jackson wait on buses taking them to nearby airports Dec. 16 as they leave the installation for Victory Block Leave. 
VBL happens each year as training takes a two week pause so Soldiers and cadre can be with their Families over the holidays. 

Photos by ROBERT TIMMONS

NEWS

Soldiers in Training from Fort Jackson load buses taking them to nearby 
airports Dec. 16 as they leave the installation.



Don’t become a statistic
Retired Sgt. Bernard Blanding and son, Cordell, tag team the scholarship process during an Army Com-
munity Service scholarship seminars. Cordell started college in Atlanta this fall.
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Post offering scholarship seminars in 2017
By BARBARA MARTIN
Employment Readiness

Now is the time to start your college 
scholarship search. Application deadlines 
will begin creeping up after the New Year 
and culminate, for the most part, by May.

Don’t become a student loan debt sta-
tistic. Student debt continues to rise for 
new graduates, according to a report re-
leased today by the Project on Student 
Debt at the Institute for College Access & 
<��������=���������������������������%���
in 2015, seven in 10 graduating seniors 
(68 percent) had student loans.

This trend means that now, more than 
�>��?� ��������� ����� ��� ��������� ������ �-
nances long before stepping foot onto 
campus. By investing a good amount of 
time applying for scholarships, you can 
avoid being handed a huge bill alongside 
your diploma. 

Scholarships are free money that can 
help offset the cost of college expenses. 
According to student-loan provider Sal-
lie Mae, 45 percent of students receive at 
least one scholarship. 

In June 2016, Army Emergency Relief 
announced the award of 3,094 scholar-

ships under the Maj. Gen. James Ursano 
Scholarship Program for children of Ac-
tive Duty and Retired Soldiers, and 1,055 
scholarships under the Spouse Education 
Assistance Program. This year’s awards 
total $7.9 million. 

AER received 7,685 applications for 
the 2016-2017 academic 
year.  Of those who com-
pleted the application pro-
cess and provided the re-
quired documentation, 83 
percent received a scholar-
ship award.

An easy way to discover 
educational assistance is by 
taking advantage of free on-
line scholarship searches.  
Military families should 
visit www.military.com and 
click on “Scholarship Finder”. You can 
�������������������	����#������������������
and you will receive daily e-mails from a 
variety of sources. 

Remember, not applying for scholar-
ships is like turning down free money. 
Get started on your search today!! Do not 
limit yourself to only military scholar-
ships. You qualify for non-military related 

scholarships too. Here are two civilian 
������������������'��������� 

CareerInfoNet:
www.careerinfonet.org
FastWeb:
www.fastweb.com
The ACS Employment Readiness 

Program Job Center has 
scholarship resources at 
#���� ��%�������� K��� ����
browse through Peterson’s 
book, “Scholarship, Grants, 
& Prizes,” containing more 
than 3,600 scholarships, or 
just pick up a list of mili-
tary scholarship websites. 
ERP staff can also assist 
you on how to set up an ef-
fective scholarship search. 

The Fort Jackson Army 
Community Service Employment Readi-
ness Program and the TRIO Program 
will co-sponsor scholarship seminars in 
January and February to provide infor-
mation on military and civilian scholar-
ships. 

To pre-register, call 751-9460/5452. 
Seminars will be held in Room 222  of 
the Strom Thurmond Building.

NEWS

Fort Jackson
Gate Operation Hours

GATE 1
��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 2
��Open around the clock daily.

GATE 4
��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and 
outbound traffic.

GATE 5
��Open 5-10 a.m. Monday 
through Friday for inbound and out-
bound traffic.

��Closed 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

��Reopened 4-6 p.m. for out-
bound traffic only. 

��Open 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday.

SCHOLARSHIP 
SEMINARS

DATES:
January 13 and 31
February 14 and 24

TIME:
9–10:30 a.m.





By ROBERT TIMMONS
and DEMETRIA MOSLEY
Fort Jackson Leader

Just because the Soldiers stayed behind at Fort Jackson during Victory 
Block Leave didn’t mean they had no place to go. 

Over the holidays, the Soldiers went ice skating in Irmo, South Caro-
lina; attended a concert in Lexington, South Carolina’s new amphitheater; 
a University of South Carolina basketball game; watched movies; ate USO 
dinners; shot at each other in Laser Tag; and hooped it up in four-on-four 
basketball tournaments.

“There’s no point in keeping the Soldier trapped in,” said Brent Book-
man, outdoor recreation manager of Fort 
Jackson’s Directorate of Family, Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation. “That’s why we 
have activities like the basketball game. We 
do all of this out of a labor of love. We want 
them to be able to enjoy themselves during 
the holiday.” 

Pfc. Quinton Nestor, a Soldier in training  
with Echo Company, 3rd Battalion, 39th In-
fantry Regiment, said he wanted to stay to 
remain focused on his training moments af-
������#��%������������������[����%�������������
time.

� *\�]�� ��'?� ��]�� ��������#� �� ��'� �^����-
ence,” said Nestor, who will be going to 
school to become a paralegal when he grad-
uates Basic Combat Training. “I joined the 
Army for new experiences. I love this and I love the Army lifestyle in gen-
eral.”

Nestor said he chose to stay on Fort Jackson instead of going home be-
cause he “really, really” likes Army life.

Among other things, Nestor said, “I love that they encourage me to be the 
best I can be. You don’t get that in civilian life – ever.”

I joined the Army for 
new experiences. I love 
this and I love the Army 

lifestyle in general.

— Pfc. Quinton Nestor,
3rd Battalion, 39th

Infantry Regiment

“

”

See STAY: Page 20

Soldiers held over by choice

A Soldier in Training on holdover during the holidays gives a victory sign as he 
races around an ice skating rink in Irmo during Victory Block Leave. More than 300 
Soldiers stayed on Fort Jackson while their fellow Soldiers went home on leave. 
Each Soldier had their own reason for staying including they didn’t want to go 
back to civilian ways while they were still training.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS

Photo by DEMETRIA MOSLEY

NEWS

Soldiers who stayed on post for the holidays enjoyed numer-
ous activities, such as this four-on-four basketball competi-
tion Dec. 23 at Coleman Gym.



Police officers from Erbil, Iraq and a member 
of the Richland County Sheriff’s Department 
gather Jan. 21 to look at Army vehicles outside 
the museum on Fort Jackson. JANUARY

� Those in charge of health and safety on Fort Jackson 
began to examine their actions in the wake of last year’s 
"����� ���� �������� '�#�� ��� �	���>�� ������ ���������� ���
future emergencies. Extreme rainfall caused disastrous 
"�����%������������	����������������>������������?���	-
�%��%���	��?������?�������������������������������

��_��������������`�>#�{����>��>�������|�����#�_����-
��%�������� ��������>���������� ��� �������%���������#	����
���� �������� ���	���� �������������>�������������]���'�
}���%�����|���������%�|�����	��<���������#��*_��������-
��%����������=�	#�����������������������������>����%����~����
���������#�������������������<����������������%���%���'����
����������������?;������=�	��{�����{������������������%�
����>�����

��_�����		�����#���%�������������������+���������>�-
��������_���'��[�������	��������������>������������������
����#������'������>�	��������������������������������>�����-
��	����������>������%#?�����'�����������		�����#���	�����
�����������������
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	����<%���|�~����	��������������

����		����<%���|�~����	��������������'�����	��������
��		���� ���%����� 	�~��?� ����	��%� �������������#� ��	�
��		����<%���|�~��}��������

�� }����� ���%����� �������� ��	� ����� ���[���� >������� ����
`�'�K��[����#������=����	#���������>���������%���������
���������������������'���� ���������}�����	������`�'�
K��[�������������������\�������|������#�_������%�

��<�>�����\�����������	���'�����������	���������'��[

���%�>�����'��������{�������������#�<����]��}�����	�����
_�����>��������������%������	������������[�����������#����
��������������#�����������=�	#���������	����_������%�

FEBRUARY
��_����������������"����?�'�����'���[�����>����������
|�������?� ��	�%��� ���� ����������� ����� ���� ����>����� ��

����������������|�����#�_������%������������[����'����
���>�#��%� ���� ��	�%��� ��������� ����[� {���� ����%��
'�������#���������������%��'���������'�����������������
��������?�����>����%��������������'�����������������������
two to three feet beneath the road.

�� ������� _���'?� �� �������� ��� ����'���� ��%�� <������
�������	���?�'�����	���������#����������������������
���[���]�������K�����������K����

����������[�����������#����������������]����'�����-
��������� �������%�� _��� �������%?� �������� ��� ���[����
�����>���?�������'�����[����'����	���������������
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�����������������������	��������|�~�����������%�����
|���#����?�'��������>�������|����������������������
����\\��

���������'���'�������>��������#���������%� ���������
"�����%� '���� ����%��+��� ��� ������ ������� ����� ��	���
������������?�%����������		�����?����������������>�	����
	������ �����>���������>���?���		�����]���'����������-
>������ ���>���?� �������� �� ������������?� 	������#� �'�����
�����		������������������>�������	���#����������������-
�������%������	���������������������}���=����?������-
��������	��#�|�����?������������{��������������<�����
`���'���?� %�������� �����#� ��		�����?� ����%��+��� ���
�|�{��	���#����'�������������������������������*���
�^������������������������������;�����'��%�����"�����%�
�����������[����������������	���������

�������������%��������������	������#������>���%���������-
���������������������������������������������{�#���`�����-
������|�����������������������������<�����+?� ����%����
��������������������|��������������	����}�>����	����
��		�������|����������������?���������?����%����?�>��-
ited Fort Jackson Feb. 9 to see how the Army integrates 
training.

�� |�~�� ����� {�%��� ��������?� ����� ���[���]�� ���>�����
��		�����?��������������������]��*+�������������;������-
����	������������������������������#�������	�������%�����
��������������	���#	��������������#���		������	���-
ing. 

NEWS

2O16

Col. Mark Shade, Fort Jackson deputy com-
mander, and Col. James Ellerson Jr, garrison 
commander, cut the ribbon officially opening 
the post’s new headquarters building Jan. 29.

JANUARY

JANUARY

Jacob Chardt uncovers more of a wooden struc-
ture dating from the late 1800s unearthed by 2015 
flooding. The high water has damaged some his-
torical sites at the McCrady Training Center on 
Fort Jackson, while uncovering others.

FEBRUARY

See YEAR: Page 8
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� Runners of all ages helped raise awareness of heart dis-
ease and promote healthy lifestyles as part of the Healing 
Hearts 5K Fun Run/Walk. The event was a joint effort of 
FMWR Outdoor Recreation/Sports Division and Army 
Community Service. 

MARCH
� Dental warriors from throughout the Atlantic region, left 
lab coats behind, donned battle rattle and went into warrior 
mode to compete for the title of DENCOM Atlantic Best 
Warrior this week on Fort Jackson. The 20 dental warriors 
competing  represented Forts Benning, Bragg, Campbell, 
Drum, Gordon, Jackson, Knox, Meade, Stewart and from 
West Point. 

�� �����%������ ��	� ���� ����� ���[���� ���� ����	���� ����
departments teamed up with the 264th Engineer Detach-
ment to train for search and rescue operations in a col-
lapsed building on post. The building used for training 
once housed an explosive ordnance disposal unit but has 
been targeted for demolition.

� Katherine Hammack, assistant secretary of the Army 
(Installations, Energy & Environment), and her deputy, 
Paul Cramer, visited Fort Jackson to meet with post lead-
ership and tour facilities. (See photo above.)

� Lt. Col. Paul L. Rodriguez assumed command of Task 
Force Marshall from Lt. Col. Timothy D. Forest. Rodri-
guez and the 1st Battalion, 389th Regiment took over the 
_�|�	������?�'�����'�����	������������_����������������
time a battalion from Puerto Rico assumed the responsi-
bility to conduct this mission.

� Realistic emergency response training was hosted by 
����������\�����#����%�������%�>����>����������������������
real world training with their military counterparts who 
specialize in treating combat casualties.

� Lt. Gen Kenneth R. Dahl, commander, U.S. Army In-
stallation Management Command, visited Fort Jackson 

to tour facilities and meet with post leadership to discuss 
best practices.

� For the third consecutive year, Fort Jackson’s Bata-
���}�����|�����_��	����[�������������������|������#�
Coed – Heavy division of the 2016 Bataan Memorial 
Death March at White Sands Missile Range, New 
Mexico, March 20 with a time of 5:52 – 16 minutes 
faster than 2015.

APRIL
�  Fort Jackson staged a mock active-shooter scenario to 
test the emergency response of the greater Fort Jackson 
community. While the incident was centered primarily 
on the Solomon Center, the exercise involved emergency 
�������������	�	�����������������?�����������	���������
law enforcement agencies from around the Midlands. 
The goal was not only to test the installation’s abilities 
to respond during a crisis, but to test its relationship with 
services off post, as well.

� Fort Jackson’s senior leaders met for a strategic plan-
ning session at McCrady Training Center to ensure lead-
ership could continue the post’s ongoing measures in the 
future. The senior leader off-site meeting was “our op-
portunity as the leadership of Fort Jackson to segregate 
ourselves from our daily lives and think about what we 
do at Fort Jackson,” said then-Lt. Col. James Allen, Fort 
Jackson’s deputy chief of staff for operations.

� A color guard from the 1st Battalion, 34th Infantry 
Regiment performed the National Anthem during the 
����
�>�����	��%�	������������	��������"�����<���<%���
Christopher Fairley performed during the seventh inning 
���������_�������"���������������������>�����}��>���
��

� With combat roles recently being opened to female 
<�������?�����<��������������`���������������������������
females to attend a combat military occupational special-
ty course at the Regional Training Institute at the Mc-
Crady Training Center.

� Massive renovations of the Exchange began in April. 
The multi-million dollar project, funded by AAFES 
'����'���?� ��������� ���� ���������%� �� "����?� ��������
shops, a new customer service location, new state-of-the-
�����^��������������%#�����������%����%��

� Nicknamed “Da-Ma’am” by one of her charges, Capt. 
Bethany G. Dumas is the kind of leader who takes time 
to get to know her students and help transition new of-
���������������=�	#�����������������%���	���_{=}��]��
instructor of the year.

� Fort Jackson and the Richland County Sherriff’s De-
partment grappled with each other during a combatives 
tournament at the Solomon Center on post. The tourna-
ment, set up to provide entertainment for the Fort Jack-
son community, highlighted Army combatives which 
is similar to the Jiu-jitsu used by mixed martial artists 
worldwide. 

Year
Continued from Page 7

NEWS

Fort Jackson’s Matthew Hall, red, and Fort Ben-
ning’s Jose Haro trade punches during a box-
ing smoker showcasing fighters from around 
the world.

Runners help raise awareness of heart disease 
and promote healthy lifestyles as part of the 
Healing Hearts 5K Fun Run/Walk. 

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

Sgt. Porsha Bell, a dental specialist at Fort Jack-
son, places special tape pieces used as infection 
control barriers on dental equipment during the 
DENCOM Atlantic Best Warrior competition.

MARCH

See YEAR: Page 9
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� One of Fort Jackson’s old-
est landmarks fell in 2015. The 
building that served as the post’s 
headquarters since 1941 was de-
molished to make room for a park 
and amphitheater. Despite its un-
�����������������������������	��[?�
the Directorate of Public Works 
ultimately decided the building 
����������� ����	��#�	������-
tions over the years to qualify as 
a “historic” building.

��|������������������#�������?�
����� �%����?� ���� ������� �������
from across the Palmetto State 
gathered on Fort Jackson for a 
tactical team summit hosted by 
the Richland County Sheriff’s 
Department. The partnerships be-
tween law enforcement agencies 
and Fort Jackson are necessary to 
“help build relationships” prior to 
��� �	��%���#?� ����� ���� {�<}]��
Maj. Chris Cowan.

���?������������?�����������������
600 volunteers from across the 
Palmetto State descended on Fort 
Jackson to compete in the annual 
Special Olypmics competitions. 
Fort Jackson has hosted the event 
for more than 40 years.

� Just days after the 71st Anni-
>�����#���������#�����������}�#?�
������ ���#��?� ���'��� ��������
���� =	������� "�%�� '�>��� ���-
cously for World War II and Ko-
��������� >�������� ����� ���� �����
������"�%�������>������[���	�����
����	���?� <����� ���������� }���
to the dwindling number of World 
����\\����������������>�������?�
����������"�%���'����������������

� USO began providing services 
to prospective military recruits 
and their families at the Mili-
tary Entrance Processing Station 
�� ����� ���[���?� ����� �������#�
opening a center May 13. Fort 
Jackson MEPS is housed in a 
��?���� ������� ���?� �����!� 	��-
lion facility that services more 
�������?����������������������#�

� Fort Jackson’s Fire Department 
was the recipient of three Instal-
lation Management Command 

awards: Fire Department of the 
Year in the small category; Civil-
����������������� ����K����� ����
Fire Inspector of the Year. As-
sistant Chief Scott Dallman was 
��	��� \|��|� ����� ������ ��
���� #���?� '����� =��������� �����
Peter Hanes was IMCOM’s Fire 
Inspector of the Year.

� The comprehensive global ca-
reer support system was designed 
to support military families in 
������?�~������>�������������������
This tool is the U.S. Army Pass-
port Career system and is an on-
line career resource that will help 
you to explore career opportuni-
ties in the U.S. and around the 
world.

� Fort Jackson’s Soldier Support 
Institute was awarded third place 
in the Army’s 2016 Operations 
Security Achievement Awards 
program

JUNE
��<�������#�������=�	#?���������
Fanning lauded Fort Jackson’s 
lead in gender integrated train-
ing and its relations with the sur-
rounding community during his 
����� >����� � ��� ���� ����� ������ ��-
ing sworn in May 18. Fanning 
������������<�������#�������=�	#�
to serve as a senior executive in 
all three military departments of 
the Department of Defense and 
����������^�����>�������>��'��[���
directly for each service secretary 
and the Secretary of Defense.

� Soldiers celebrated the post’s 
!!����������#� ��� ����?� ������%����
the installation’s centennial cel-
ebration in 2017.

� Student-athletes from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina got a 
taste of Army training. The USC 
football team leveraged Fort 
Jackson to help build teamwork 
among the players while also 
helping to bring out individual 
leadership. 

� Lt. Col. Yvette L. Brown took 
command of the 120th Adjutant 
�������� ���������� �{���������?�
while Command Sgt. Maj. Chris-
tian J. Carr assumed responsibil-
ity of the battalion.

� Soldier Support Institute wel-

NEWS

Jason Durr, Richland County tactical medic, treats Sgt. Joseph Norman, a simulated 
casualty during emergency response training on Fort Jackson in March.

Year
Continued from Page 8
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MARCH

A bulldozer topples the building used as Fort Jackson’s command HQ since 1941.

MARCH

See YEAR: Page 10



1614 Taylor Street   |   Columbia, SC 29201   |   SCvetadvocates.com

VA Disability is a long journey.   
W E ’ L L  M A R C H  W I T H  Y O U .

BNTD has the experience – military and 

legal – to navigate the veterans benefits 

system. US Army retired veterans 

Eugene Powell, COL, JAGC and Kenny 

Dojaquez, MAJ, along with Bennett Gore, MAJ, JAGC, SCARNG, 

help veterans get the benefits to which they are entitled. Call toll-free 

877.524.4675 to work with our team.

Powell Dojaquez Gore

NEWS

� Soldier Support Institute welcomed Col. 
Neal McIntyre, the new commandant of the 
Adjutant General School. McIntyre was 
previously chief of staff for the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs.

� Spc. Harpal Singh, with Charlie Compa-
ny, 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, 
was granted a waiver to Army Regulation 
670-1 so he could wear articles of his faith 
including beards and turbans.

� The 193rd Infantry Brigade said good-
bye to one commander but welcomed an-
other at Victory Field when Col. Milford H. 
Beagle Jr., passed the reins of the brigade to 
Col. Michael T. Katona during a change of 
command ceremony.

� Then-Brig. Gen. John ‘Pete’ Johnson 
took command of the post from Maj. 
Gen. Roger L. Cloutier, Jr. Johnson is the 
50th Commanding General of Fort Jack-
son. He was the director of training at 
Headquarters, Department of the Army 
in Washington, D.C. prior to arriving at 
Fort Jackson. 

� Maj. William Couper, Daniel Henni-
gan, Kevin Shwedo and Cheryl F. Leysath, 
were inducted in the Fort Jackson Hall of 
Fame. Fort Jackson Hall of Fame inductees 
received a medallion and had their picture 
permanently displayed in post headquar-
ters.

� Col. Eric S. Edwards assumed command 
of Moncrief Army Community Hospital. 

��=��������`�'�K��[����#���������������
took part in Army physical training dur-
ing a two-week course at the U.S. Army 
Physical Fitness School at Fort Jackson. 
<%���|�������=��������������������������
Caro of the NYPD joined about 30 other 
Army personnel in a Master Fitness Train-
ing Course. The course is designed to teach 
the fundamentals of coaching and training 
through experience.

JULY
� At the start of the year, the American Red 
Cross and Fort Jackson Dental Activity in-
vited military ID holders to participate in 
a free, six-month dental assistant training 
���%��	��_���������� ����[�����������?� ����
program provides the opportunity for mili-
tary ID card holders, primarily spouses, to 
potentially launch new careers. In July, the 
�����%������� ��������� ��	������� �������-
gram.

Year
Continued from Page 9

Drill sergeants with Bravo Company 3rd Battalion, 60th Infantry Regi-
ment call targets to Secretary of the Army Eric Fanning as he fires an 
M-4 rifle during his tour of the post.

JUNE

Then-Brig. Gen. John ‘Pete’ Johnson, Fort Jackson commander, receives 
the colors from Maj. Gen. Anthony C. Funkhouser, commander for the 
Center

JUNE

See YEAR: Page 11



Welcome to a new 
tradition in care.
We’re bringing a unique assisted living and memory care community to northeast Columbia. 

Where residents will enjoy private suites, chef-prepared meals, Active Living programs, 

concierge services, and an unmatched level of hospitality and personal attention. All 

designed to provide just the right amount of support for a happier, healthier life.

THE BLAKE AT WOODCREEK FARMS    385 SPEARS CREEK CHURCH ROAD    ELGIN, SC 29045

at woodcreek 
farms

To learn more or to schedule an appointment, 
call 1-866-625-5116 or visit DiscoverTheBlake.com.

OPENS 
EARLY
2017

NEWS

� About 50 rising 10th and 11th grade girls 
from Columbia College’s Summer Leader-
ship Institute traveled to Fort Jackson’s Vic-
���#� _�'��� ��� ����� ������ ������ �����������
Victory Tower is used as a tool to instill con-
����������������_�������<���������

��_���=�	#� �������+��� ��<��=�	#� |���-
���� ��		���� ��� ��%��� ������������%� |��-
crief Army Community Hospital to an Army 
health clinic, discontinuing inpatient medi-
cal and behavioral health services and surgi-
�����������������

�� ��		���� <%��� |�~�� ����� ��� }��'�����
became Fort Jackson Command Sergeant 
|�~�����������<��=�	#�����������

AUGUST
�� ��		���� <%��� |�~�� ���%�� ��������� ���
named commandant of the Non-commis-
�������������=����	#�

� The Jackson Jubilee provided visitors 
with a virtual tour of the services avail-
����� ��� ������ |���� ����� ��� ��		�������
organizations and business were present at 
the Solomon Center to offer information, 
�������� ��	�����������������+��� ���%�������

|��#�������%��������������������������>����
to introduce their services to Fort Jackson’s 
��'��	����

��}���������������	��#� ����|�����?����-
fare and Recreation announced budget cuts 
across the Army would reduce Family and 
Recreational program funding by $105 mil-
�����������������������#���?�'�������%������
���������_���������������������������������
cut from this year’s funding level and is ex-
pected to drain more than $750,000 from lo-
��������������������%��	��

��<%���|�~����������?��������������<������
=�	#� ����?� �����	��� '���� 	�	����� ��
���� ������ ����� �����%� ���� ���%����� ���]��
%���������� ��	� ������ ��	����_������%� ���
��������[����
 
�� <��� <%��� }������ ������ '��� ��	��� �����
���[����}�����<��%�����������K���?�<���<%���
������� ����[�� `��� �� ���� K���� ���� �����
<����=	�����{������<�������������K������-
��'��%������#���]������������	����������

�� ����� ���[���� ����� ��		���� <%��� |�~��
Lamont Christian became the local face 
�� ����*����K���|�[���������;���	���%�?�
��������%�������������������'����������<��
=�	#� {��������%� ��		���� |��[����%�
_��������

Year
Continued from Page 10

Fort Jackson Post Command Sgt. Maj. Lamont Christian appears in 
an advertisement for the ‘Can You Make the Cut’ recruiting campaign. 

AUGUST

Soldier of the Year Amanda Reuter, then a specialist, drags a mannequin 
to a medevac site at the Medical Simulation Treatment Facility on post. 

AUGUST
See YEAR: Page 14
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“We have one of the only remaining walk-in service 
photo labs in IMCOM,” he said.  “It is not unusual for Sol-
diers, some very senior, to travel to Fort Jackson to have 
their command and DA Photos taken. Back in September, 
the TSC team also added battle effects simulators (machine-
gun and artillery) to better support Task Force Marshall.  Fi-
nally, they upgraded Engagement Skills Trainer systems to 
provide enhanced user training effects 
for basic combat training.”

Directorate of Emergency 
Services

Capt. Justin Elmore, operations 
������ ��� ���� }����������� �� �	��-
gency Services said, “We leveraged 
technology at the gates, in the Pro-
>���� |������� ����?� ���� ��� ��	��-
istration in order to improve the 
performance of our organization. 
Our holistic approach to emergency 
������������� ��������� ��� �� "�'�����
response to Hurricane Matthew. Our 
Fire Department performed thou-
������ �� ���� ���>������� ������������
resulting in proactive protection of 
infrastructure.”

The Fort Jackson Fire Department 
responded to 2,864 calls for service 
��������%� ��� ����� ���� �?���� �������
and emergency medical service calls 
while Chief Eric Harper graduated 
��	� ���� `�������� �����=����	#� �^�����>�� ����� ������
Program, a series of four graduate and upper-division-
baccalaureate equivalent courses taken over a four-year 
period. 

���������������'������������������#�����=�	#�������}�
was recognized as the U.S. Army Fire Department of the 
K���� 
� <	���� ����%��#� ��� ������� K���� ����?� '�����=�-
sistant Fire Chief Scott W. Dollman was named the U.S. 
=�	#���>�����������������������K���?�����=��������������
Chief Peter J. Hines II was recognized as the U.S. Army 
Fire Inspector of the Year.  

Finally, when Hurricane Matthew made landfall in Ed-
isto, South Carolina DES responded quickly by dispatching 
eight emergency personnel to help clear half of the island 
and to man Edisto Beach Fire Department equipment.

_��� ����]�� �|�� ����� ����� ���� �� ������� #���� �#� ��-
sponding to 8,068 calls and helping facilitate the National 
������������� }��%� _�[�
���[� }�#� ����� ��� '���� |�������

Army Health Clinic, while also hosting 
the Tactical Team Summit developed by 
the Richland County Sheriff’s Depart-
	����������������	������\������

Directorate of Public Works
The Directorate of Public Works 

worked hard to ensure the post had a 
properly working infrastructure.

����� �� }��]�� ����� ����������
included removing old or decaying 
structures to make way for structures 
to help improve training in the years 
to come.

DPW demolished seven, World War 
II-era, wooden warehouses along Mar-
ion Avenue; two of the abandoned roll-
ing pin barracks formerly occupied by 
�������������>#�����������������|�-
������� <������� ��� ������������ �����-
ings across the post; and the World 
War II-era, post headquarters and post 
conference room.

To help improve the installation’s 
�������������?� }��� �'������ �� ���|� ���~���� ��� �������
����������{�������������������������[�?����%�����������
�����|����~���������������������������������������������
Training star base along Hampton Parkway.   DPW also 
����������	��������������������%������������	������������-
����������������������������������[�?����%����������������
	�������������������������������������������[�?����%����������
The Consolidated Issue Facility was also moved out of 
����������\\
���?�'������'������������������%���������

NEWS

Garrison looks back at
year-long successes

See USAG: Page 16

We experienced two 
hurricanes this year, 

Hermine and Matthew,” 
he said.  “Both impacted 

Fort Jackson, but Matthew 
was the real challenge for 

Team Jackson. 

— Darryl Bowman,
director of the Directorate of Plans, 

Training, Mobilization and Security

“

”

By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Leader

The combined efforts of the Garrison Soldiers, civilians and volunteers 
in countless hours of unsung work behind the scenes with little fanfare en-
sured thousands of Soldiers in Training passed in review before the stands 
����������������������#�%�����������������	����_������%����������

With the old year in the rearview mirror, U.S. Army Garrison leadership 
���[���	�	���������"����������������������������

*\�'�������[�������������������#���#��%�����#�`�'�K����������������
Jackson community and by thanking the U.S. Army Garrison team for all 
�� ���������'��[����������� �������?;�������������	���������������?����-
rison commander. “Thank you for all the things you have done and I look 
��'�������������'����%����'��'����������������;

Directorate of Plans, Training, 
Mobilization and Security 

Darryl Bowman, director of the Directorate of Plans, Training, Mobili-
zation and Security, said the installation faced many challenges during the 
year while making the year a success.

“We experienced two hurricanes this year, Hermine and Matthew,” he 
said.  “Both impacted Fort Jackson, but Matthew was the real challenge for 
Team Jackson.  With a declared state of emergency, Army and Naval forc-
es at Joint Base Charleston exercised their Memorandums of Agreement 
'������������[���������>���������>����?����<��>����	�	����?��������	�-
lies and pets here.  The entire U.S. Army Training Center and Fort Jackson 
team contributed to the success of these effort. We learned a lot from it and 
will use those lessons to be better prepared for future challenges.”

 The successes also included a notional event affecting the entire instal-
lation. “Our full-scale (force protection) exercise was a very large event 
impacting Columbia.  Additionally, we have received a myriad new lead-
ership throughout our world this year – Army Training Center, Installation 
Management Command, and Secretary of the Army.”

��������[�����������'�	��������������%�?���������������#����	���-
�����?� ��������%� ��	� ������������ ����� ����	�'����� ���������	�%�����
post.

These repairs included Aachen Range, the Urban Assault Course, 
�	���������?�`�%���\�����������������?�����{��%����?�!?�����������

“These repairs will greatly improve the condition of our ranges,” Bow-
man added.  “We instituted a sign-in process for bikers and runners in the 
training area over the summer to ensure we had good accountability of peo-
ple in these areas.  We have upgraded some of our small arms ranges with 
��'�����%����������?���������>����������	��������������%�����%������������
shelters for the soldiers. We had several upgrades to the target computers 
we use and can expect more upgrades over the next few months. 

*���'�������%�����%�����	��������'����������%�����!�������	���������
������=���	�����{��%�����%�����%����|�����������\����������������	��#�
more new target systems we hope to get over the next few years. Some of 
�������%����#���	�������>������#���������������>�����>������'���?�����������
time to replace them. In October we had our obstacle courses profession-
���#� ������������������������_���	��������������'����>���������������%�
and dressing up these obstacles in order to maintain safe and challenging 
event’s for our Soldiers.”

According to Bowman, Fort Jackson is also improving processes at the 
photo lab and Training Support Center to improve information for custom-
ers. 

One last look behind before moving forward                         �

File photo

A Soldier stands guard in April outside the Solomon Center during an active shooter exercise designed to test the installation’s emer-
gency response skills. The exercise involved emergency responders from multiple hospitals, fire departments and law enforcement agen-
cies from around the Midlands. 

File photo

About 100 organizations were represented at a job fair that took place in August. Job seekers had the 
opportunity to talk face to face with organizations about what they were looking for in candidates.
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NEWS

SEPTEMBER
� John “Pete” Johnson, Fort Jackson’s 49th 
commanding general, was promoted to ma-
jor general.

��Funding the education of two non-com-
	������������������������'���	�����������
as they received the 100th Infantry Division 
scholarships. The scholarships are given to 
NCOs of Fort Jackson and Fort Bragg to 
help with college fees and books.

�� To celebrate its upcoming 100th birth-
day, Fort Jackson kicked off a series of 
centennial lectures by discussing the be-
ginnings of the military installation. Fort 
Jackson, back then known as Camp Jack-
son, started in 1917. 

�� Col. Robert A. Wojciechowski was 
named commander of the 207th Regional 
Support Group.

�� The Family of a former U.S. Army 
chaplain, who while stationed in Germany 
was presented with a German-language 
New Testament featuring the names of 17 
Nazi defendants of the Nuremberg War 
Crime Trials, donated that Bible to the 
Chaplain Corps Museum.

�� Soldiers mentored high school stu-
dents at a Junior ROTC competition in 
September. Drill sergeant leaders and drill 
sergeant candidates served as judges for 
�����������{����>��������_������%�������
��������|��������}���������{�"����	����-
tion hosted at W.J. Keenan High School.

��For Under Secretary of the Army Pat-
���[�|����#�<������!�'���������������� ���
his long Army career – he witnessed his 
�������������	����_������%�%�������������
Fort Jackson’s Hilton Field.

OCTOBER
��Several Vietnam-era hand grenades are 
destroyed at a construction site on Fort 
Jackson near Hampton Parkway. The gre-
nades were uncovered earlier in 2016 at the 
site, their origins unknown.

��Fort Jackson sheltered evacuees from 
the coastal regions when Hurricane Mat-
thew threatened the state. Soldiers, civil-
ians and emergency response personnel 
prepared for the worst, which fortunately 
never came. Among the preparations made 
were readying the Fire Department’s tacti-
cal rescue equipment, ensuring Red Cross 
shelters throughout Columbia had enough 
supplies, and ensuring Basic Combat 
Training units were ready for any contin-
gency.

Year
Continued from Page 11

Maj. Gen. John ‘Pete’ Johnson, Fort Jackson commanding general, sa-
lutes as honors are deferred on him during his promotion ceremony 
Aug. 29 at Victory Field.

SEPTEMBER

Several Vietnam-era hand grenades are destroyed at a construction 
site on Fort Jackson near Hampton Parkway.

OCTOBER

See YEAR: Page 15



NEWS

NOVEMBER 
� Soldiers with the  120th Adjutant General Battalion  
took part in the “Amazing SHARP Race.” Soldiers 
navigated a course that required them to stop at various 
stations to perform physical activities requiring team-
work to complete while also focusing on SHARP re-
lated activities. 

�  A ready for battle viking was added to the nose cap 
of the Basic Combat Training Museum’s UH-1B, or 
Huey as it’s nicknamed, on display outside the building.

�  The National Association for the Education of Young
Children accredited the Scales Avenue Child Develop-
ment Center resulting in Fort Jackson meeting Army 
requirements for accreditation. The accreditation lasts 
����>��#�����

DECEMBER
� Military commanders from across South Carolina 

lauded the Palmetto State’s support for Service mem-
bers during a meeting with the state’s second highest 
��������������?�}���� �� �������	���?�<���������������
Maj. Gen. John “Pete” Johnson, Fort Jackson’s 50th 
commander, told Lt. Governor Henry D. McMaster the 
installation was “not an island” and enjoys its relation-
ships with the surrounding communities.

� School district superintendents from around the state 
came together at the South Carolina Association of 
<������=�	��������������������	������������������	��-
itary families. Signed during the event was a resolution 
highlighting the values of military-connected families, 
and acknowledging the challenges faced by children 
because of transitions and deployments.

� Vincent Grewatz, Installation Management Com-
mand’s Director-Training visited with Fort Jackson’s 
senior civilian leadership Dec. 8 and 9 as he made his 
�����>����������������������������		����<%���|�~��_��	-
as Geddings, senior enlisted leader of IMCOM-Train-
ing, who visited the post with Grewatz said it was good 
to be on Jackson where “the heavy lifting”happens.

� Command Sgt. Maj. Mark Barnes passed responsi-
bility of the 165th Infantry Brigade to Command Sgt. 
Maj. Raymond Harris.

Year
Continued from Page 14

Fort Jackson’s 282nd Army Band highlighted 
holiday celebrations in the Midlands with their 
‘A Centennial Holiday Concert’ at the Koger 
Center for the Arts in Columbia.

Children at Scales Avenue Child Development 
Center get ready to take part in a breast cancer
awareness walk. The National Association for 
the Education of Young Children accredited the 
center in 2016.

DECEMBER

NOVEMBER

Soldiers in Training with 1st Battalion, 34th Infan-
try Regiment sign sheets to show they purchased 
tickets to take them home on Victory Block Leave 
Nov. 29 at the Joe E. Mann Center.

DECEMBER

THE YEAR IN
R  VIEW

Soldiers from the 120th Adjutant General Battalion (Reception) use rowing machines during 
the unit’s SHARP ‘Amazing Race’ Nov. 2.

NOVEMBER



Directorate of Human Resources 
Fort Jackson also focused on improving the lives of re-

tirees, Family members and Soldiers through a myriad of 
events such as the Retiree Appreciation Day, Hiring Our 
Heroes Job Fair, and the College and Career Fair 2016, 
said Lewis Kellam, chief of the military personnel divi-
sion of the Directorate of Human Resources.

Retiree Appreciation Day events held May 19-21, in-
cluded a retiree breakfast, honor at a BCT graduation, a 
golf outing at the Fort Jackson Golf Course and an exposi-
tion at the Solomon Center.

James W. Pearson Jr, who retired after 20 years, said in 
May that his Family looks forward to the events each year.

“Me and my wife ever since I retired we’ve been at 
every event,” he said. “I like the general information they 
have. I love the handouts they give. 

“I really just like being around the military environ-
ment. I tell my wife that when I was active duty it was 
like being around family. There are guys in the military, 
comrades in the military, who are just like brothers. It’s 
just like a brother you love and haven’t seen in a while.”

In the Hiring Our Heroes event in August, Fort Jack-
son held a job fair to help veterans, transitioning Service 
	�	����� ���� ��	��#� 	�	����� ��� ���� ~����� _��� �>����
was attended by roughly 100 organizations and helped 
job seekers learn such things as resume writing and net-
working.

Sgt. Remonda Frierson, of Echo Company, 369th Ad-
jutant General Battalion, who began terminal leave in De-
cember told the Leader’s Demetria Mosley even though 
she’s been in uniform for 21 years she will try to remain 
���������

*\�]��%���%�������������������[#��������?�����\]	�����'���-
ing till the last minute to start looking” for a job.

At the College and Career Fair held Dec. 13, more 
than 80 employers and schools piled into Fort Jackson’s 
Solomon Center to show what they had to offer to the 
��������[������		����#��_������������������	���������������
combined both a job and education fair together.

Directorate of Family, Morale,
Welfare and Recreation

One of the top success stories for the Directorate of 
Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation was Rose Ann 
Turner, chief of FMWR’s Business Operations Division, 
receiving the Stalwart Award. 

The award is given to Installation Management Com-
mand employees who distinguish themselves as outstand-
ing employees “and exceed the call of duty to achieve the 
Army and IMCOM objectives.”

During the Nov. 30 ceremony in San Antonio, the an-
nouncer said Turner received the award due to her “reso-
lute commitment to excellence and innovative business 
practices are making a huge difference in the lives of the 
most deserving customers, our nation’s Soldiers and fami-
lies.  Her large and very complex division generated in 
�^�����������!�	����������������>�������"�'��������%��-
rison and Atlantic Region FMWR fund in Fiscal Year 15.  
<���������"���?���#��?����������������������%���#������������
epitome of Army and IMCOM values.” 

Additionally Dan Ahern, head of the Directorate of 
Family, Morale, Welfare and Recreation, said the installa-
���������������%����������#������������������	���|�{�
activities while Child and Youth Services facilities were 
renovated. 

Budget cuts across the Army would reduce Family 
and Recreational program funding by $105 million in the 
�����������#���?�'�������%��� ������������_�������� ���-
resented a 23 percent cut from this year’s funding level 

and was expected to drain more than $750,000 from local 
installation programs.

FMWR was successful in getting accreditation of the 
Scales Child Development Center resulting in all post 
child care facilities being fully accredited per Department 
of Defense guidance; and 12 CYS playgrounds were ren-
ovated in a $2.2 million project funded by IMCOM head-
����������!��������%����	�������������������#�����������

The directorate also hosted the All-Army and then the 
Armed Forces Golf Championship Tournaments in Au-
gust; funded and awarded a $200,000 non-appropriated 
fund contract to build a new Youth Multi-Purpose Sports 
Court; secured $745,000 NAF funding from Atlantic Re-
gion to build 3 more lakeside cabins at Weston Lake; and 
a $750,000 NAF renovation project to the Weston Lake 
Community House. 

In addition to these, FMWR secured over $3 million in 
Region NAF Funds to renovate the entire 56-unit “Jack’s 
Inn” recreation lodging complex; awarded a $175,000 
project to renovate the six Legion Landing cottages; se-
���������!�?����`=��*%����;���	�\|��|��������������
�!��������>�������������������#����������#��������������
secured two grants for CYS child literacy programs in 
summer 2016, worth well over $50,000.  Ahern said feed-
back from both parents and children has been overwhelm-
ingly positive for the programs and the books purchased. 

Ahern added FMWR repaired, in conjunction with 
DPW, the Lower Legion Lake dike in April 2016, and 
saving the Fort Jackson Golf Courses from likely turf 
burn-out this past summer; distributed over $140,000 in 
“MWR Revenue Share Dividends” to post units’ funds for 
their partnership at MWR special events, concerts, and re-
sale operations; and gave away over $2.5 million in cash 
prizes to happy patrons at Victory Bingo.

FMWR also said farewell to longtime MWR veteran 
Mr. Mike Elkins, who elected to take an early retirement.  

Special Troops Battalion
One of the newest additions to Fort Jackson’s Garrison 

was the Special Troops Battalion, which joined USAG 
when the 171st Infantry Brigade was inactivated in early 
2016.

|�~�� ������ _����[	�����?� <_�� �^�����>�� �����?�
said her unit “started off 2016 with a bang, participat-
��%�����'����%��������������������>��������������������
and Alpha Company partnered with TFM to spearhead a 
���	���=�	�������������������#����%��=�����	�������
March 17 for 14 Soldiers.”  Nine STB Soldiers passed 
the assessment while six competed for the badge at Fort 
Gordon, Georgia from April 4-8. 

Throckmorton added the STB successfully trained 
more than 100,000 Soldiers while simultaneously assist-
��%�'���� ����������>�������� ������%����������������?� ����
171st. 

 The unit was also instrumental for successfully man-
aging the departure and return of roughly 5,000 Soldiers 
during Victory Block Leave. 

“As the main effort for the operation, the battalion 
spent weeks planning for the execution of the event, con-
ducting several rehearsals” to ensure the operation was 
���������������������������������	�����?�_����[	������
said.

“While the year presented many challenges, Soldiers, 
���
��		��������� ������?� ���� ������� �� ���� <�������
_���������������������	���"�'�����#?;������	�����+���

As the post goes deeper into the New Year, it will be 
faced with many challenges as it aims to show that victory 
truly starts here.

USAG
Continued from Page 13

Justin Mullins, an engineer with the Fort Jackson Fire Department, examines emergency equip-
ment loaded into  a trailer for use during Hurricane Matthew. Mullins and other firefighters from 
the Directorate of Emergency Services were deployed to Edisto, S.C. to help with recovery efforts 
after the storm.

File photo

NEWS



LUNCH
SPECIALS

Lunch
Monday - Friday

11:30pm - 2pm

Dinner
Monday - thursday

5pm - 9:30pm
Friday: 5pm - 10:30pm

saturday
4:30pm - 10:30pm

sunday: 4:30pm - 9:30pm

Chicken
$7.00

Shrimp
$7.50
Steak
$8.00

www.satosteak.com
803-782-10641999 North Beltline Blvd.

Lose Inches

Herbal Body Wraps!

4700 Forest Dr., Suite 201 (1.7 miles from Gate 2)

(803) 738-0903 www.europeanskinandhair.com

Geat deals on web page!  Gift Certificates Available

Facials, Body Massages, Inch Loss Wraps,
Waxing, & Seaweed Wraps as seen on WOLO TV

The most trusted professional since 1980Owner is a
dependent of a

military employee

The Most Trusted 
Professional Since 

1980

Great deals on web page!  
�������	��
��������������

4

W

Lose Inches

Herbal Body Wraps!
Facials, Body Massages, Inch Loss Wraps,

Waxing, & Cosmetic Teeth Whitening System

www.europeanskinandhair.net

Victory
Continued from Page 3

NEWS

Fonseca and his battle buddy, Pvt. 
Brendan Wilson, had just graduated ba-
sic combat training with 1st Battalion, 
13th Infantry Regiment.

Now that basic combat training is 
done, the Soldiers said they feel re-
lieved it is behind them.

“I am relieved and excited that I ac-
tually get to go to AIT to show what I 
have learned,” said the 18-year-old Fon-
seca.

Fonseca said another thing he is 
looking forward to is being warm over 
the holidays.

“That’s one of the things I miss – be-
ing warm in the winter.”

Pvt. Nicholas Ryan, an 18-year-old 
from Long Island, New York, said he 
looks forward to heading north for the 
holidays despite cold temperatures.

“It might be freezing, but it’s worth 
it,” he said. 

Ryan will be heading back to Jack-
son, where he enjoyed “throwing gre-
������ ���� ����%� ���� |��;� ����� ����[�
leave ends. Having just graduated him-
self, he will be returning to start Finan-
����� |���%�	���� _���������� _������%�
at the Soldier Support Institute.

Soldiers in Training at Fort Jackson wait to start outprocessing the installation Dec. 16 as they leave the post for 
Victory Block Leave.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS



LUGOFF...Where It’s Always Fast, Fair & Friendly!

 803-438-6124

 979 US Hwy 1 South, 
 Lugoff, SC

 

 CAR O  LINA
 

 Pay Less In    LUGOFF  . . .   A LOT LESS!  Where It’s Always
 Fast, Fair & Friendly!

 See Them All On Line At   CarolinaCDJR.com

 CHRYSLER  DODGE  JEEP  RAM  TOYOTA  FORD  ACURA  CADILLAC  
 CHEVROLET  GMC  HONDA  HYUNDAI  INFINITI  KIA  LUXUS  MAZDA  

 MERCEDES BENZ  NISSAN  SATURN  SCION  VW  VOLVO

 CAROLINA  CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM  PRE-OWNED

 250
 VEHICLES

 AVAILABLE!

  ALL MAKES!  ALL MODELS!

 891 US HWY. 1 SOUTH, LUGOFF, SC.  803-438-9160
 CAROLINA  CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM  $ 500 MILITARY REBATE

 Honoring Those Who Serve

 DEALER OF THE YEAR
 2ND YEAR IN A ROW!!!

 CarolinaCDJR.com

 *

 CAROLINA CDJR. Expires   1/31/17

 $ 10  OFF $ 10  OFF
 LUBE OIL & FILTER

 FREE FREE

 CAROLINA CDJR.  Expires   1/31/17

 28 MULTI POINT 
 INSPECTION

 $ 10 OFF $ 10 OFF
 TIRE ROTATION
 CAROLINA CDJR. Expires Expires   1/31/17

 *

 Nobody  Beats A
 LUGOFF FORD  Deal! 
 NOBODY

 GUARANTEED! Vehicle best price guarantee against any other new  Ford Dealer in SC/NC, on exact vehicle in dealer  stock, documentation required, dealer reserves right  to purchase vehicle from competing dealer then  resale to consumer at a savings.

 Start 2 17 
 In A New Ford In A New Ford

 Start 2 17 
 In A New Ford In A New Ford

 LugoffFord.com



LUGOFF...Where It’s Always Fast, Fair & Friendly!

 803-438-6124

 979 US Hwy 1 South, 
 Lugoff, SC

 803-438-2772

 878 US Hwy 1 South,
 Lugoff, SC

 Pay Less In    LUGOFF  . . .   A LOT LESS!  Where It’s Always
 Fast, Fair & Friendly!

 See Them All On Line At   LugoffToyota.com

 TOYOTA  FORD  CHRYSLER  DODGE  JEEP  RAM  ACURA  CADILLAC  
 CHEVROLET  GMC  HONDA  HYUNDAI  INFINITI  KIA  LUXUS  MAZDA  

 MERCEDES BENZ  NISSAN  SATURN  SCION  VW  VOLVO

 LUGOFF TOYOT A  PRE-OWNED

 250
 VEHICLES

 AVAILABLE!

  ALL MAKES!  ALL MODELS!

 LugoffToyota.com

 No Cost 
 Maintenance Plan 

 For 2 Years Or 
 25,000 Miles Plus
 2 Years Roadside 

 Assistance

 $ 500 REBATE
 to all active duty and 

 reserve who purchase or 
 lease a new Toyota or 
 Scion. Expires 1/31/17.

 17 2017 MODELS 
 IN STOCK!

 WE HAVE 
 TACOMAS!

 335
 GOOGLE REVIEWS
 4.7 / 5.0

 N E W  Y E A R
 KICKOFF SALE

 FREE FREE

 LUGOFF TOYOTA. Expires  1/31/17

 28 MULTI POINT 
 INSPECTION

 LUGOFF TOYOTA.  Expires   1/13/17

 $ 10  OFF $ 10  OFF
 LUBE OIL & FILTER

 $ 10 OFF $ 10 OFF
 TIRE ROTATION

 LUGOFF TOYOTA.  Expires  1/31/17

 LUGOFF FORD. Expires   1/31/17

 $ 10  OFF $ 10  OFF
 LUBE OIL & FILTER

 $ 10 OFF $ 10 OFF
 TIRE ROTATION

 FREE FREE

 LUGOFF FORD. Expires   1/31/17

 28 MULTI POINT 
 INSPECTION

 LUGOFF FORD. Expires  1/31/17

 $ 500 FORD MILITARY REBATE
 Saluting Those Who Serve

 See Them All On Line At   LugoffFord.com

 FORD  TOYOTA CHRYSLER  DODGE  JEEP  RAM  ACURA  CADILLAC  CHEVROLET  
 GMC  HONDA  HYUNDAI  INFINITI  KIA  LUXUS  MAZDA  MERCEDES BENZ  

 NISSAN  SATURN  SCION  VW  VOLVO

 LUGOFF FORD PRE-OWNED

 250
 VEHICLES

 AVAILABLE!

  ALL MAKES!  ALL MODELS!
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Stay
Continued from Page 6

Pvt. Grisel Hernandez, from Orange City, Iowa, skat-
ed laps around the other Soldiers at the rink mainly due 
to being on skates since she was 12. 

“It is really fun and it reminded me of home,” she 
said. “It makes me really happy.”

More than 300 Soldiers in Training decided to stay 
for many reasons, but none expressed remorse they 
didn’t leave. 

Hernandez, who is part of Alpha Company, 2nd Bat-
talion, 13th Infantry Regiment, added the Soldiers have 
been treated “really well.” 

While some Soldiers looked forward to the holiday 
break, Hernandez said she was “really looking forward 
to getting (BCT) over with.”

Other Soldiers agreed.
“I chose to stay here for the holidays because I knew 

if I went back home I would fall into old habits,” said 
Pvt. Glenn Gogo. “Staying here keeps us disciplined. 
We get up and still have physical training every morn-
ing.” 

Pvt. Jeremiah Searcy said, “Staying here for the holi-
days has brought me and my battle buddies stronger as 
a team.

 “It has really shown me the wonderful types of peo-
ple that the Army has in it and made me proud to be a 
part of it.” 

Pvt. Zakry Hames, a native of Mackey, Id., takes aim while playing a video game during an outing to 
the Plex in Irmo, S.C. during Victory Block Leave.

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS

Photos by ROBERT TIMMONS

Staff Sgt. Katina Fleurisma, a human resources sergeant with 2nd Battalion, 
60th Infantry Regiment signs in Soldiers before they load buses Jan. 3 at the Columbia 
Metropolitan Airport to head back to Fort Jackson after returning from Victory Block 
Leave, above. Left, Soldiers in Training load buses Jan. 3 at the Columbia Metropolitan 
Airport to head back to Fort Jackson.

Photos by ROBERT TIMMONSBack to post



Real Estate

For Rent

3BR, 2.5BA, 1365 sqft. renovated 
Condo on Carys Lake.  Minutes 
from Fort Jackson.  Hardwood 
Floors, granite, W/D in-unit, free 
cable/trash.  $950/month.  Call 
Chris (217)249-0787

Transportation

Cars/Trucks/Vans

2009 Nissan Maxima (SV), 
(85,059).  Push button start, Mag 
Rims, Heated Leather Seats/
Steering Wheel, Bluetooth 
capability, 6-disc CD, Sunroof, 
Tinted windows, and much more!  
Price:  $12,500, OBO, (803)413-
6387.

Announcements

For Your Information

AIRLINE MECHANIC 
_{=\`\`��
������==��������������
����^���������=����>������	������#�
�������������������=���������������
Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-367-2513

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You 
And Your Family May Be Entitled 
_�� <�%�������� ����� ='����� �����
855-664-5681 for information.  
No Risk. No money out-of-pocket.

MEDICAL BILLING & 
INSURANCE Learn to process 
insurance claims, billing & more!  
ONLINE CAREER TRAINING 

AVAILABLE!  Call for more 
information! HS Diploma/GED 
& PC/Internet needed. 1-888-512-
7118.

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable 
��� '����� }������ ��������� ���
Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon & Associates 
at 1-800-614-3945 to start your 
application today!

Struggling with DRUGS or 
ALCOHOL? Addicted to PILLS? 
Talk to someone who cares. Call 
The Addiction Hope & Help Line 
for a free assessment. 866-604-
6857.

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 is the 
last day to redeem winning tickets 
in the following South Carolina 
Education Lottery Instant Game: 
(SC849) $500 FRENZY

Items for Sale

Wanted to Buy

CASH         FOR
(JUNK)

C A R S , 
VANS AND 
T R U C K S . 
803-459-6711

C L A S S I F I E D S

Call (800)698-3514

The Fort
Jackson Leader

Glide into your next
personnel change when
you find the perfect
person for the job
with classified ads.

There’s no better way
to tap into the talent
pool - take advantage

of high readership and
low prices.  Only with

the classified ads.

Fax (803) 432-7609803-432-6157

DOWNTOWN/SHANDON
1825 St. Julian Pl., #9-E 2/2 $950
4103 Devine St., D-2 1/1 $675
1426-B Cherokee Street 2/1 $420
705 Maple St., D-202 3/2 $1370
1085 Shop Road, #239 2/2 $1350

803-988-0097

1516 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201

803-988-0097

NORTHEAST
4 Donegal Court 4/2 $1250
602 Harbour Pointe Drive 4/3 $1350
1305 May Oak Circle 3/2 $950

www.landmarkresources.biz

rentals@landmarkresources.biz

ROSEWOOD
510 Deerwood Street 2/1 $640
512 Deerwood Street 2/1 $640
522 Deerwood Street 2/1 $640
320 S. Beltline, #24-E 2/1 $550

ST. ANDREWS
2084 Watermark Place 3/2 $895
1850 Atlantic Dr., #435 3/3 $1025
2626 Seminole Road 2/1.5 $575
2077 Watermark Place 3/2.5 $895
1850 Atlantic Dr., #621 2/2 $1000

SOUTHEAST
203 Village Walk 3/2.5 $1300

GASTON/SWANSEA
2128 Glenn Road 3/1.5 $700
274 Swansea Road 3/1.5 $720

ELGIN
319 Ferncliffe Road 3/2 $950

NORTH COLUMBIA
5924 1⁄2 Eddy Street 2/1 $575
717 Elliott Street 3/1 $600

CAYCE/W. COLUMBIA
11 Londonderry Square 2/1.5 $600
253 Lloydwood Drive 3/2 $900

www.wolfeandtaylor.com
(803) 771-4567

APARTMENTS/HOUSES
Shandon

Five Points
Forest Acres
and more!!!



Money For Junk Cars. 7 Days A 
Week Pick-up. No title needed. 
Paying $50 to $500 each. 803-
209-4379.

General Merchandise

DISH TV - BEST DEAL EVER! 
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/
mo Internet (where avail.). FREE 
Streaming. FREE Install (up to 
6 rooms). FREE HD-DVR. Call 
1-800-724-4940.

Exede satellite internet. 
Affordable, high speed broadband 
satellite internet anywhere in the 
U.S. Order now and save $100. 
Plans start at $39.99/month. Call 
1-800-404-1746.

FAST Internet! HughesNet 
Satellite Internet. High-Speed. 
Avail. Anywhere. Speeds to 15 
mbps. Starting at $59.99/mo. Call 
for Limited Time Price. 1-800-
280-9221.

MATTRESS SETS!
Brand New.  Queen $148, Full 
$135. Unbeatable Prices!  Call  
(803)-238-6288

NFL Sunday Ticket (FREE) w/
Choice Package - includes 200 
channels. $60/mo for 12 months. 
No upfront costs or equipment 
to buy. Ask about next day 
installation! 1-800-291-6954.

OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
`�� ������ ��� ������� `�� ����>�������
The All-New Inogen One G4 is 
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 844-597-6582.

Protect your home with fully 
customizable security and 24/7 
monitoring right from your 
smartphone. Receive up to $1500 
in equipment, free (restrictions 
apply). Call 1-800-795-0237.

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract 
or commitment. We buy your 
existing contract up to $500! 
1-800-830-1559.

Services

Home Repairs & 
Improvement

****Decks Unlimited of 
Camden, LLC. For all your new 
construction, home improvement 
or recreational needs. Free 
estimates. Licensed/Insured. 803-
309-2303/803-243-2654

***Jim’s Home Maintenance*** 
Providing Reliable and Affordable 
Services in Kershaw County. 
Over 25 years experience in 
Lawn Maintenance and Home 
Improvement(Power Washing, 
Small Home Repairs, Debris 
Removal, Gutter Cleaning, 
Replacement Windows). FREE 
ESTIMATES. Licensed & 
Insured. House Cleaning Service 
Also Available.  (845)548-0529

������ ��	
�� ����� {����%?�
siding, painting, pressure washing 
and carpentry work. Over 20 years 
experience. All work with written 
guarantee. Call (803)201-2473.

Brick & Block & Stone & 
Concrete Work, Underpinning, 
Fireplaces, Retaining Walls. 
Plus Patios & Home Repair. Call 
Williamson (803)438-9975.

�������� {�� �����?� <��� ��	��
Improvement. Locally owned. 
Free Estimates.  Residential & 

��		�������� {����%?� <��	�����
Gutters/Cleaning, Replacement 
Windows, Vinyl Siding, Decks, 
Carpentry, Additions. 803-572-
1168.

EXTERIOR DREAMS & 
SEAMLESS GUTTERS. 6” 
seamless GUTTERS  & all other 
exterior remodeling. dreamgutters.
com.  803-425-7160.  
LOWEST PRICES ON 
GUTTERS- GUARANTEED!

JD’s Home Improvements. 
�������	����������� Call James 
(803)427-1239.

Lawn Care/Tree Service

***A Notch Above Tree Care. 
Top Quality Service-Lowest 
Prices. Licensed//Insured. BBB 
accredited. Call 803-983-9721 
or 803-669-3414 and save. Free 
Mulch.

BARNHILL’S TREE SERVICE.  
Tree trimming & removal. 
Reasonable, Reliable, Licensed 
& Bonded. Free Estimates. 425-
7368.

Jobs

Drivers Wanted

ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER 
JOBS in 99 S.C. newspapers for 
���#�������K������
'��������������

ad will reach more than 2.1 million 
readers. Call Alanna Ritchie at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 1-888-
727-7377.

LOCAL LOG TRUCK 
DRIVERS - Needed in Sumter, 
Eastover, Lugoff, Winnsboro and 
surrounding areas. Must have 
clean 10-year CDL driving record. 
Call 843-621-0701 for more 
information.

Taking applications for Tow 
Truck Drivers at Roy Kelley’s 
Wrecker Service, 1974 McRae 
Rd., Camden.
Requirements: Over 25, Have a 
Phone, Clear Background Check.
Job requires you to alternate nights 
and weekends. Bring a 10 year 
driving record and apply in person.  
No  Phone Calls Please.

Help Wanted

Accepting applications for 
caregivers.  No phone calls please.  
High school diploma required, 
Loves children and dependable.  
Stop by between 9 & 6 M-F
Hudson’s Kids Kastle, 1006 
Branham Street, Elgin, SC.  
License # 15686.

Accounting Assistant Position
We have an immediate opening 
for a  full-time accounting 
assistant/receptionist at an 

Elgin, SC Country Club. The 
desired candidate will have an 
understanding of accounting 
practices, excellent data entry 
skills; phone etiquette. Position 
��	��� '���� �� ������� �����%�?�
pay based on experience. Apply to 
info@wildewoodwoodcreek.com

Drive with Uber.  No experience 
is required, but you’ll need a 
Smartphone. It’s fun and easy. 
For more information, call: 1-800-
913-4789 

Help Wanted for Waitresses & 
Cooks. Apply at Lugoff House of 
Pizza. No phone calls please.

Liberty Tax Service — Free Rapid 
Tax School starting Tuesday, 
January 3. Classes will be 9 am til 
����	����������%���������������	�
������ !� �	� ��� ���� ��	���� ������
Please call either (803)408-3990 
or (803)432-3232 and leave your 
name and number to register.

Liberty Tax Service — We need 
famous Liberty Tax Service 
costume wavers for both of our 
������ �����%� ��^� �������� �������
call (803)408-3990 or (803)432-
3232 to let us know that you are 
interested.

Local established business is 
�����%� �� ���
��	�� ����� 	���%����
QuickBook experience and good 
people skills a must. Please send 

resume to: Blind Box #1019, c/o 
Camden Media Company, P.O. 
Box 1137,Camden, SC 29021.

Real Estate

Homes For Sale

*For Sale-Awesome homes at 
Lake Wateree/Camden/Lugoff 
& Elgin areas. View www.
grahamrealtyinc.com or call 
(803)432-7370/(803)432-0855.  
Graham Realty, Inc., 519 E. 
DeKalb St.(Camden)

Mobile Homes For Sale

Own land? You can own a home. 
For details 877-659-5425.

SC’s largest  selection of 16x80’s. 
877-659-5425.

Used Mobile Homes without land. 
All sizes. $20K Cash or Less. Call 
803-454-2433 (DL35711)

We buy used mobile homes. 877-
659-5425.

Land/Lots For Sale

FOR SALE BY OWNER. 
2 acres with 2800 ft. Hoover 
Building, Firetower Rd., Camden. 
Owner Financing. 803-427-3888.

LAKE WATEREE  17+ ACRES
BUILD YOUR DREAM

LAKE WATEREE ESTATE
�	 ���	����	��	����������
�	 �	�����	
�������
�	 ���������	!������
�	 "���	#�$�	%����
�	 �	%�&���	���$���	
��#���
�	 "���	'����(�	')����*��

METTS LAW FIRM, LLC
3531 River Drive, Columbia, SC 29201
M. Rita Metts, Attorney and Mediator

(O) 803-929-0577

Do you have questions about your
legal rights or benefits?

Call us today to see how we can help you.



Located just 10 miles from
historic Camden

Bring your horses and build
 the ultimate Lake Wateree 

Equestrian Estate! 
Visit www.20LockHavenDrive.

com
for more information, photos, 

aerials and documents.
Contact Brian Melton, CBRB, at 
Brian@WatereeLakeLife.com

Auctions

ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION 
in 99 S.C. newspapers for only 
������K���� ��
'���� ���������� ���
will reach more than 2.1 million 
readers. Call Alanna Ritchie at the 
S.C. Newspaper Network, 1-888-
727-7377.

AUCTION - Nice House & 9.53 
+/- Acres divided into 8 Tracts, 
Saturday, January 14, 11AM. 2017 
Philadelphia Street, Darlington, 

SC. Damon Shortt Auction Group, 
877-669-4005. SCAL2346. 
damonshorttproperties.com

For Rent

* * * * R E N TA L S - ( A l l - P r i c e 
Ranges-Starting at $400/month.). 
Large/small-5BR/4BR/3BR/2BR 
Houses/Condos/Apartments/
Mobile Homes(Short/Long Term).  
Plus ��		������¤����¤
RetailProperty Available. Camden/
Lugoff/Elgin area. Graham Realty, 
Inc. (803)432-7370 or 432-0855

1BR/2BR apartments. $400/mo-
$450/mo. SPECIAL MOVE-IN. 
����%#� ��������� ������
��>����
Graham Realty, Inc. 803-432-7370 
or 432-0855. Serving Camden/
Lugoff/Elgin & surrounding areas.

2 bedroom, 1 bath cottage. 1301 
Longtown Rd., Lugoff. $525/
mo., $525 deposit. No Pets - No 
Smoking. 438-1697.

522 Short Street, Camden. 
3BR/1BA, large private lot, pets 
OK. $499  to move in. No Deposit. 
$499 monthly. 4th month free.  
(803)463-7388 Shane.

ADVERTISE YOUR VACATION 
PROPERTY FOR RENT OR 
SALE to more than 2.1 million 
S.C. newspaper readers. Your 25-
'���� ���������� ��� '���� ������� ���
99 S.C newspapers for only $375. 

Call Alanna Ritchie at the South 
Carolina Newspaper Network, 
1-888-727-7377.

Brick house in Camden. $1200/
mo. 1500 sqft, 3 bedrooms, 1.5 
baths, carport, 1.4 acres, private. 
Call (919)771-8723 

Conscientious person looking for 
an inexpensive tenant house or 
barn apt. to rent.  Please call 803-
237-6279.

FOR RENT: 2BR, 2BA mobile 
home, Lugoff area. Call 803-269-
8936.

Large  mobile home lots with trees 
in the Cassatt area. Not in a mobile 
home park. Call 432-1300.

STATE WIDE

Correctional Officer

To apply contact:
Recruiting and Employment Services employment@doc.sc.gov

803.896.1649 WWW.DOC.SC.GOV EOE

Also Hiring For:

Enjoy country living within a neighborhood
Saddlebrook (Lugoff, SC)

Essex Homes serves
our military:

Ebuilt energy

efficient homes.

All homes equipped

with granite

countertop, tankless

hot water, separate

garden tub/shower,

double bowl vanity in

owners bath, automatic

sprinkler system

and more.

Mention this ad and receive a
free washer/dryer.

Call Jessica Chase 803.513.4494

Starting @ mid $160’s
essexhomes.net



Our fixed-price menu features hand-cut beef, 

poultry, pork and lamb served tableside. 

The salad buffet selection, which includes fresh 

seafood and sushi, rivals any other in the Carolinas. 

WE INVITE YOU TO COME AND ENJOY THE FEAST.

DINNER WITH UNLIMITED SERVINGS

PERFECT FOR LARGE PARTIES

PRIVATE DINING ROOMS AVAILABLE

CATERING AVAILABLE

4 1 0  C o l u m b i a n a  D r .   /   C o l u m b i a ,  S C   /   8 0 3 . 7 0 8 . 3 1 5 1   /   R i o z . c o m

MON - FRI  5PM - 10PM  /   SAT & SUN 4PM - 10PM  /   HAPPY HOUR MON -  FRI  5PM - 7PM

$34.95  $20.17 DINNER BUFFET
N  O  T   V  A  L  I  D   W  I  T  H   A  N  Y   O  T  H  E  R   D  I  S  C  O  U  N  T   O  R   P  R  O  M  O  T  I  O  N

CONTINUE TO RING IN 2017
EVERY MONDAY IN JANUARY


