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Learning pro-level skills
Left, Andre Roberts, NFL wide receiver for the Buffalo Bills, provides realistic rushing
pressure for participants during quarterback drills at the Child and Youth Sports Football ProCamp held on the installation June 18-19. Above, A coach provides hands-on
training to a young participant during drills.

ON THE COVER
Former Sgt. Kristi
Driggers salutes
as she pass the
reviewing stand
during the 1st
Battalion, 61st
Infantry Regiment graduation
ceremony June
13 at Hilton Field.
SEE PAGES
12-13.
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Vincent Grewatz, director of IMCOM Directorate for Training, left, passes the garrison colors to Col. John W. Hankins during a June 14 change of command ceremony at
Victory Field. Hankins replaces Col. Stephen Elder as garrison commander.

Hankins takes command of Fort Jackson garrison
By WALLACE McBRIDE
Fort Jackson Leader

and Advanced Individual Training provided
at the installation.
“Col. Hankins brings extensive experiCol. John W. Hankins is in charge of keep- ence to this position,” said Vincent Grewatz,
ing the Army’s largest Initial Entry Training director of IMCOM Directorate for Training.
“But let me be very clear – nothing he has in
Center running for the next two years.
Hankins took command of U.S. Army his career has prepared him for the job he’s
Garrison – Fort Jackson from Col. Stephen about to undertake.”
Grewatz said Hankins’ technical skills
Elder June 14 during a ceremony at Victory
and training won’t be of much use at Fort
Field.
“Having entered the Army through Basic Jackson.
“But they’re not why you’re here,” he
Combat Training and attended three additional schools here at Fort Jackson,” Hankins said. “Your leadership, your integrity, your
said, “I am thankful to the Army leadership managerial skills, your innovation and cre 
       ativity,” he said, “but above all your comto serve a community that has contributed so mitment in caring for our Soldiers and their
much to my own professional development.” Families is why you’re here.”
Fort Jackson trains more than 60,000 SolSee HANKINS: Page 19
diers each year, with Basic Combat Training
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Col. John W.
Hankins addresses
the audience June
14 at Victory Field
after assuming
command of U.S.
Army Garrison
– Fort Jackson.
Hankins enlisted
in 1994 and
completed Basic
Combat Training
at Fort Jackson,
and attended three
additional schools
here.
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Community
Calendar
FRIDAY
4-39 Change of Command
9 a.m. Victory Field. Lt. Col. Andrew Jasso will
relinquish command of the 4th Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment to Lt. Col. Patrick Collins.
For more information, call 1st Lt. Jeremy Bell
at 751-1133.
Reclamation Sale
9 a.m.-4 p.m., Bldg. 12606 (behind Bldg.
12625), Iverson Road, featuring OCP uniforms,
PT uniforms, t-shirts and belts.
JUNE 24-28.
Ammunition Supply Point closure
The Ammunition Supply Point will be closed
for inventory June 24-28. There will be no
transactions during this time. For more
information contact Oniel A. Francis at (803)
751-0199.
JULY 15-19
Vacation Bible School
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Main Post Chapel. During
this summer’s “In the Wild” Vacation Bible
School, kids will encounter elephants, egrets,
polar bears, penguins and more, focusing on
encounters with Jesus and God’s word. Kids
will make crafts, play games, enjoy snacks,
sing, dance and learn about missions. PreKindergarten-6th grade students are welcome.
The free registration for Vacation Bible School
can be done at the Main Post Chapel, Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the
main lobby area and during Chapel Services/
Mass on Sunday. For more information,
contact Religious Education Coordinator Dr.
Jeffrey Frick at 751-4691, or at jeffrey.w.frick.
ctr@mail.mil.
JULY 24-25
Security Force
Assistance Brigade recruiting
10 a.m., 1 and 3 p.m. Chaplain School
Auditorium. Are you looking for a challenge?
Do you want to make a difference? A Security
Force Assistance Brigade recruiting team will
be on Fort Jackson July 24-25. SFABs are
specialized units whose core mission is to
conduct training, advising, assisting, enabling
and accompanying operations with allied and
partner nations. For more information visit
www.goarmy.com/SFAB.

SEND ALL
SUBMISSIONS TO
FJLeader@gmail.com

Deadline for events to
be included in the calendar
or Happenings is one week
before publication. Include the
time, date and place the event
will occur, as well as other
necessary information.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lane Closures
             
to be patient when work begins on a new
obscuration wall near the Gate Two entrance.
The project, set to begin May 20, is scheduled
to end Aug. 30. There will be temporary and
sporadic lane closures after 9 a.m. each day.
Lanes 2 and 3 are set to close the weekend
of July 15 during the construction. Inclement
weather may cause delay in construction.

If you submit an article on
an event that already has
taken place, please send it as
soon as possible. Tuesday is
the last day we will we be able
to accept an article for publication the following Thursday.
Include the date and place of
the event, as well as a description of what took place.
Please include quotations, if
possible. With any photo you
submit, include IDs — rank,
       !

Vanguard Gym upgrades
Vanguard Gym’s basketball court and
          
until July 12 due to upgrades. The remaining
areas of the facility will remain open during
the renovations. We apologize for any
inconvenience and appreciate your continued
support. For more information or details call
(803) 751-4526.
Victory Travel
In an effort to improve customer service, Victory
Travel now has only one phone number: 7511400. For more information contact Donald
Jackson, manager of Victory Travel at 7511400 or via email at: donald.w.jackson.naf@
mail.mil.

Questions? Call 751-7045.
Those wishing to purchase
an annual mailed subscription
for The Leader should contact
the Camden Media Company
at csmith@chronicle-independent.com or 803-432-6157.

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting
6-7:30 p.m. Lightning Chapel. The Lightning
Chapel’s Fellowship Hall, 9476 Kemper Street,
every Wednesday. This meeting is only for
those seeking personal recovery. For more
information call Katie Martin at 751-7948.
Sportsman Advisory Council
Are you interested in learning more about the
Fort Jackson Sportsman Club? Come to a
meeting of the Sportsman Advisory Council
Working Groups. The Cycling Working Group
meets the third Tuesday of each month
at Magruder’s Pub. The next Hunting and
Angling Working Group meeting will take
place 6 p.m. the third Thursday of the month
at Alpine Lodge.

           
 !"     
           
do not run out. The Pharmacy Department
apologizes for any inconvenience that this
may cause. For more information, contact the
#  " %  &  '*+;*!

Thrift Shop hours
Moncrief Army Health Clinic
The Fort Jackson Thrift Shop will be open on
Due to increased prescription volume as Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Wednesdays
              and Thursdays from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. and the
Pharmacy is increasing the turnaround  =>   *@!!+N!!

Download every issue of THE LEADER for free at:

Fort Jackson
Movie Schedule
3319 Jackson Blvd.
Phone: 751-7488

FRIDAY
 Brightburn (R) 7 p.m.
SATURDAY
 Aladdin (PG) 1 p.m.
 Men In Black: International
(PG-13) 5 p.m
SUNDAY
 Aladdin (PG) 1 p.m.
 Men In Black: International
(PG-13) 5 p.m
WEDNESDAY
 Aladdin (PG) 1 p.m.
 Men In Black: International
(PG-13) 5 p.m
TICKETS
Adult: $6 / Child (6 to 11): $4
3-D TICKETS
Adult: $8 / Child (6 to 11): $6
z Ticket sales open 30 minutes before
each movie.
z Movie times and schedule are subject to
change without notice.

WWW.SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM

w w w. f o r t j a c k s o n l e a d e r. c o m
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Students become leaders
By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader
The wear out date on the Army’s combat uniform is fast approaching. The switch
           
             
           
is Oct. 1 of this year. It’s rare to see anyone
          
 
  
While it may now be an oddity for Fort
     !      usual at all for high school students. UCP
uniforms were seen across the installation’s
training grounds and congregated around
 "  #    $% &   ' 
footprint. The battalion is hosting the Ju' ()   * * 
+   *    *+*  
' /23       25
    *    
June 9 to take part in the weeklong cadet
challenge.
78     :  *+*
*   ; < ;  
“About 10 percent of the cadets from the
  *     :

  '()*     
 
   
  =
> =;    * ?  
The program teaches cadets life skills that
         !  
         
cadets succeed and thrive in the future as
      )    @   '()*      
      @  
such as rank upon enlistment and
the Army’s split-option enlistment
should students choose to enlist
after completing high school
  '  ( )   
Corps program if they chose to
       
“I think the cadets get a lot out
 :  7& @  
    
     
@  :
The cadets participate in much of the
              
   @        
 K  L) 5N!    
   @  

cargo net climb. Cadets also mastered ele-

See STUDENTS: Page 17

Photos by ALEXANDRA SHEA

Above, brothers Jordan and Justin Smith canoe around Fort Jackson’s
Heise Pond June 13 as part of the week-long Junior Reserve Officer
Training Corps Cadet Leadership Challenge. Roughly 768 students from
across the state attended the challenge where they participated in activities such as canoeing, marksmanship, confidence course and drown
proofing. Right, Mason Hillard from A.C. Flora High School in Columbia,
rappels down Fort Jackson’s Victory Tower.
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Photos by DAVID CROZIER

Standing in the courtyard of the NCO Leadership Center of Excellence are the first students from the Sergeants Major Course, Class 69 to confer their Bachelor
of Arts in Leadership and Workforce Development through the U.S. Army Sergeants Major Academy, on June 6. Upon graduation from the USASMA, on June
21, there will be a total of 98 graduates out of 210 who initially started the program.

USASMA is now a branch campus under CGSC
By DANIELLE O’DONNELL
NCO Leadership
Center of Excellence

oping highly-skilled leaders with competitive
skill sets.”
The BA in LWD is a degree program
which helps the Army develop better nonThe U.S. Army Sergeants Major Acad-        
emy at the NCO Leadership Center of Excel- and inspire Soldiers and units. There are 214
lence is now an accredited school under the USASMA Class 69 students participating in
academic governance of the Command and the pilot program and more than 90 students
?   *X  
  < @   the Sergeants Major Course can now attain a gree on June 21.
Bachelor of Arts in Leadership and Workforce
“There has been a lot of emphasis as of
Development through USASMA.
late on the importance of education,” said
A Combined Arms Center Execution Or- Command Sgt. Maj. Jimmy Sellers, com   ;  "$      @  mandant of the NCO Leadership Center of
campus at USASMA, the CGSC’s fourth Excellence. “We cannot underscore that edschool, thus placing USASMA under CGSC’s ucation is important, but leadership is equalacademic governance policies and processes. ly important and developing our NCOs to
“Achieving accreditation is also another be leaders is something we cannot take our
way we are adding value to our Soldiers’ ser- eye off of. This accreditation is paving the
vice,” Sgt. Major of the Army Daniel Dailey way for our NCO Corps to focus in on taking
said. “We are building readiness and devel- care of, and leading soldiers. It allows them
June 20, 2019

to focus on leadership, to develop individually and spend less time in college classes.”
Soldiers who pursue the BA in LWD receive 47 college credit hours at the completion of the 10-month course and only need
to complete 27 hours of LWD major requirements and 15 credit hours in electives to attain the bachelor’s degree. SMC Students
not in the LWD degree program receive a
total of 41 college credit hours towards their
degree program.
The BA in LWD degree requirements focus on four areas: Leadership, Decision Sciences, Training Program Management and
Communication and intentionally leverages
the Army’s leader development program for
NCOs, as well as an individual’s professional experience. The SMC educates master
sergeants and sergeants major to effectively
    
      
in the accomplishment of the unit’s mission.

The Fort Jackson Leader

The accreditation process, which has
been 10 years in the making, has now come
to fruition for USASMA through the guidance and milestones of past and present

    
commandant, Col. Donald E. Gentry.
Gentry, commandant from July 2007
to June 2009, introduced intellectual rigor
to the Sergeants Major Course as it moved
from training to education.
“My vision for the academy was to be
able to award degrees to our students as part
of our curriculum just as many of the senior
   ^  ^fense were doing,” Gentry said. “We worked
very hard at trying to identify the path and,
to be honest, convince the accrediting agencies that our students and the courses they
were taking were deserving of that result.

See CAMPUS: Page 15
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A Soldier of many borders
By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader
The U.S. Army is a melting pot of Soldiers from diffrent genders, ages, countries and cultures. Here at Fort
Jackson, drill sergeants get an opportunity meet and train
them all. Sometimes they meet those who surprise them
most.
This was the case for one trainee, Spc. Julian Zuluaga
from the Company A, 3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment.
“It’s like watching a movie I’ve already watched 17
years ago,” Zuluaga said. “I feel so lucky to have this
opportunity.”
Zuluaga reported to Fort Jackson for Basic Combat
Training almost 10 weeks ago. He already knew people
would see him differently because he was 34-years-old
and has a heavy accent. Zuluaga kept quiet about his
past until seven weeks
into training where he
opened up to his drill
sergeant who happened
to wear a Ranger tab.
“My drill sergeant
This is actually my
was very supportive
third army. I joined the
of me, he understood
Columbian army in
me,” Zulaga said. “I
2002, I served there
look up to him and refor 11 years. After
spect him.”
Columbia I worked
Zuluaga is a product
for the United Arab
of Medellin, Columbia.
At the age of 17, he en- Emirates army for three
listed into the Colummore years.
bian army and became
— Spc. Julian
a Special Forces of )   Zuluaga
eign military partnership with America, the
Columbian army often
participates in joint
military training within
both countries boarders.
“The U.S. Army has always been like the big brother
to the Columbian army,” Zuluaga said.
Through this partnership he has attended Columbia’s
version of Special Forces training, diver and urban combat training and attended Lanceros School, which is like
the U.S. Army Ranger School. Zuluaga currently wears
|  ;  |    
; 
Parachutists badges on his uniform, a sight not commonly seen in Basic Combat Training. His resume of military
experience also includes 14 foreign jumps wings as well.
“This is actually my third army,” Zuluaga said. “I
joined the Columbian army in 2002, I served there for
11 years. After Columbia, I worked for the United Arab
Emirates army for three more years.”

“
”

See BORDERS: Page 23
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Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

Spc. Julian Zuluaga of Company A, 3rd Battalion, 34th Infantry Regiment, stands in front of his
headquarters building before his Basic Combat Training graduation June 20 at Fort Jackson. Zuluaga
has been a professional Soldier since 17 years old in the countries of Columbia, United Arab Emirates
and now in the United States.
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Hitting
the mark
Students of the Beginning Archery class practice drawing on
compound bows before taking
aim at targets with arrows. The
class, offered by the Directorate
of Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation, taught students the
various parts of the bow, proper
stance and release and built confidence in the students. Students
were given an opportunity to
shoot at the many foam targets offered at the archery range as well
as participate in a balloon challenge. The shooter’s targets had
balloons pinned to them, when an
archer hit one they were awarded
with lollipops.
Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

FORT JACKSON WORSHIP SCHEDULE
ADDRESSES AND
PHONE NUMBERS
CATHOLIC
Sunday
 7:30 a.m., Confessions, Solomon
Center
 8 a.m., Mass, Solomon Center
 9:30 a.m., Mass, Main Post Chapel
Wednesday
 7 p.m., Rosary, Main Post Chapel
 7:30 p.m., RCIA/Adult Inquiry (Sept.May) Main Post Chapel
Monday through Thursday, First
Friday
8 a.m., Mass, SSI Chapel
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday
10:30 a.m., Worship Service,
Magruder Chapel
JEWISH
Sunday
 9:15 a.m., Worship, Anderson Street
Chapel
 10:15 a.m., Fellowship, Anderson
Street Chapel
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sunday
10:30 a.m., Worship Service, Anderson
Street Chapel

June 20, 2019

Wednesday
 3 p.m.,Family Social, Anderson
Chapel
 6:30 p.m., Scripture Study, Anderson
Chapel
ISLAMIC
Friday
12:45 p.m., Jumah Services, Main Post
Chapel
Sunday
8 a.m., Islamic Studies, Main Post
Chapel
PAGAN
Sunday
11 a.m., Pagan Circle Sacred Well
Congregation worship and study,
Solomon Center
HISPANIC PROTESTANT
Sunday
9 a.m., Worship Service,
Magruder Chapel
PROTESTANT
Sunday
 8 a.m., Worship Service, Main Post
Chapel
 8:30 a.m., Anglican/Liturgical,
Lightning Chapel
 9 a.m., Service, McCrady Chapel

(SCARNG)
 9:15 a.m., Adult Bible Study, Main
Post Chapel
 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, Main Post
Chapel
 9:45 a.m., Gospel Worship Service,
Daniel Circle Chapel
 11 a.m., Service, Main Post Chapel
 11 a.m., Chapel Next, Lightning Chapel
Monday
 7 p.m., Women’s Bible Study, Main
Post Chapel
 7 p.m., Protestant Men of the Chapel,
Bible Study, Chaplain Family Life Center
Tuesday
 9 a.m., Protestant Women of the
Chapel, Main Post Chapel
 Noon, Bible study, Daniel Circle
Chapel
 Noon, Bible study, executive
conference room, Post Headquarters
Wednesday
 Noon, Protestant Bible Study,
SSI Library
 7 p.m., Gospel Bible Study, Daniel
Circle chapel
Thursday
 11:45 a.m., Fresh Encounter Bible
Study, Chaplain Family Life Center

The Fort Jackson Leader

 Anderson Street Chapel, 2335
Anderson St., 751-7032
 Lightning Chapel, 9476 Kemper
St., 751-4101/4542
 Chaplain Family Life Center, Bldg.
5460, 751-4961
 Daniel Circle Chapel, 3359 Daniel
Circle, 751-1297/4478
 Education Center, 4581 Scales
Ave., 751-5341
 Fort Jackson Garrison Chaplain
and Religious Support Office, 4356
Hardee St., 751-3121/6318
 McCrady Chapel, 3820 McCrady
Road at McCrady Training Center,
751-7324
 Magruder Chapel, 4360 Magruder
Ave., 751-3883
 Main Post Chapel, 4580 Scales
Ave., 751-6469/6681
 Warrior Chapel (120th Adjutant
General Battalion), 1895 Washington
St., 751-5086/7427
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‘I became a soldier ...’
SPC. BRYA GROSS, 26
Bolton, Massachusetts

PFC. PHOUTHESONE KHAMSYVORAVONG, 26

3rd Battalion,
34th Infantry Regiment
PVT. JESSE OSEGUEDA, 23
Goodyear, Arizona

Providence, Rhode Island
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PVT. PEIRIS LERRON, 25

PFC. SHAINA SCHOENECKER, 22
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PVT. JOSHUA SKARIN, 20

Allendale, California

Stillwater, Oklahoma

Buffalo, Minnesota
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Photo by NEYSA WILLIAMS

Runners and volunteers throw colorful powders at each other and in the air during the opening ceremony of the inaugural Fort Jackson LGBT Rainbow Run
5K on June 15 at Moncrief Army Health Clinic. The theme for this year’s LGBT federal observance is ‘We are Family, Love and Acceptance is Everything.’

Fort Jackson hosts first Pride Month event
By NEYSA WILLIAMS
Moncrief Public Affairs
U.S. Army Medical Department Activity-Fort
Jackson hosted a “Rainbow Run” June 15 as part
      + @ ? # }  
Transgender Pride Month observance.
 +?#) |  ;     ~       
June to honor the 1969 Stonewall riots in New York
*=  @ *   
were a tipping point for the gay liberation movement
in the U.S.
Pride Month is a stance against discrimination
   +?#) @ K      @      @   }     der variance.

See PRIDE: Page 14
June 20, 2019

Photo by NICHOLAS SALCIDO

Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Glenn Palmer and Sgt.
A young runner gets out front and sets the pace during the inau- 1st Class Jacqueline Smart pose for a
gural Fort Jackson LGBT Rainbow Run 5K to commemorate Pride photo at the start of the inaugural Fort
Jackson LGBT Rainbow Run 5K.
Month held at Moncrief Army Health Clinic.
Photo by NICHOLAS SALCIDO
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Veteran, Sgt. Kristi Driggers salutes as the graduating trainees of 1st Battalion, 61th Infantry Regiment pass her and the
reviewing stand June 13 at Hilton Field. Driggers attended Basic Combat Training at Fort Jackson in 1992 and served over 10
years on active-duty before suffering a back injury at work. The injury never healed. Through rigorous testing, Driggers was
diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, more commonly known as ALS. The disease is progressive and often fatal.
Driggers knows her time is short. Fort Jackson granted her final wish of being able to march with Soldiers again by inviting
her to take part in the graduation ceremony.

NEWS
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Photos by NICHOLAS SALCIDO

Retired Sgt. Kristi Driggers, a medically retired visual information
equipment maintainer and network switching systems operator/
maintainer, was diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, more
commonly known as ALS. One of her biggest bucket list items was an
opportunity to march with Soldiers again. Upon learning her final wish,
Fort Jackson ensured her wish was granted by inviting her to attend and
march in a graduation ceremony.

The Fort Jackson Leader

See WISH: Page 16

Trainees spent about 10 weeks pushing themselves as
they transform from civilians to Soldiers. For many, graduation day means freedom from the Basic Combat Training environment, pride as they walk across Hilton Field
in front of their Families and excitement as they begin the
next phase of their military careers.
    !    $%
graduation day for 1st Battalion, 61st Infantry Regiment
   @ 
@ @  
her bucket list.
“I deal with a lot of pain so I’m limited on what I can
do,” said retired Sgt. Kristi Driggers. “I miss the military. I
really want to do another ruck march.”
Driggers enlisted in the Army and attended Basic Com@ )         2$"    
visual information equipment operator, network switching
system operator/maintainer and as an instructor for over a
decade. While working on a special project in a temporary
duty status at an Air Force base, Driggers was involved in
an accident where she suffered a back injury.
After months of rehabilitation, the injury never seemed
to heal. Driggers knew something was very wrong.
7)                  $
"N$:^   7)    :
The diagnosed was Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis,
more commonly known as ALS. The disease causes nerve
cells that allow our bodies to conduct voluntary movements
such as walking, talking and chewing to atrophy and eventually die, making ALS a progressive disease. Currently
there is no cure or effective treatment to halt or reverse the
diseases’ progression.
) ^      ~  
and treats her symptoms with medications. She has also
    
   @   
Her symptoms leave her exhausted much of the day leaving
her homebound most of the time. One of her only avenues
to life outside her home it is through her computer.
“It’s taken my life away,” Driggers said. “I miss seeing
people. I’m not mentally ready to take the next step yet.”

By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader
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Volunteers color the streams of runners as they pass during the LGBT Rainbow Run 5K.
Photos by NICHOLAS SALCIDO

Brig. Gen. Milford H. ‘Beags’ Beagle, Jr., Fort Jackson
Commanding General, provides opening remarks at
the start of the inaugural Fort Jackson LGBT Rainbow
Run 5K to commemorate Pride Month held June 15 at
Moncrief Army Health Clinic.

Pride

Continued from Page 11
7)    +?#)| ;    
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      ~  - Col. Renee T. MacDonald, Fort Jackson Chief of Staff, received a token of appreciation for being the
     =
guest speaker of the inaugural Fort Jackson LGBT Rainbow Run 5K
Page 14

The Fort Jackson Leader

June 20, 2019

NEWS

NEWS

Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees
DRILL SERGEANTS OF THE CYCLE
Staff Sgt. Simone
Barnes
Alpha Company
3rd Battalion, 34th
Infantry Regiment

Staff Sgt. Marvin
Recendez
Bravo Company
3rd Battalion, 34th
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Phouthesone
Khamsyvoravong

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Peiris Lerron
SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Joshuah Skarin

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Spc. Julian Zuluaga

RECENDEZ

BARNES

Staff Sgt. Joseph
Peck
Charlie Company
3rd Battalion, 34th
Infantry Regiment
SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Shaina Schoenecker
SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Spc. Brya Gross

PECK
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Campus
Continued from Page 7

“We realized that to do this, we were
going to have to change our methods and
content. The students were already worthy
of the degree by their own accomplishments as evidenced by the fact that they
were already earning degrees on their
own.”
Gentry was also responsible for restructuring the USASMA staff to mirror
the staff structure of the CGSC by splitting the staff between an academia, headed
by the dean of academics, and a support
organization headed by the chief of staff.
Retired Sgt. Maj. of the Army Ray * &&&  >*(
be commandant of USASMA. He held the
position from June 2009 to February 2011.
“When I became the command sergeant
major of USASMA, the leadership directives received were to take a hard look at
what we were teaching and why, and how
it was connected to the rest of Army,”
Chandler said.
Chandler’s goal was to provide relevant, sergeants major who were able to
contribute immediately to their unit’s success in the operational sergeants major
role.
7)     >*(    
has progressed, and the BA in LWD is a
testament to the great strides occurring,”
he said. “Soldiers need to get all the tools
beyond the hardware to keep them successful in what they can achieve. Fighting
a peer, and near peer force, or a vague and
ambiguous force, makes it absolutely criti      >*(:
Continuing the momentum after Chandler, Command Sgt. Maj. Rory Malloy assumed responsibility for USASMA from
June 28, 2011 to June 10, 2014. Malloy
was responsible for the implementation
of semesters within both the resident and
non-resident Sergeants Major Course
which students currently rotate through.
“This was needed to create a university
model,” he said. “We increased the GPA
from 70 to 80 percent in order to pass an
exam which was in line with a graduate
degree program and gained several graduate degree credits from the accreditation
body. Finally, we redesigned the exams
and course material to a challenging collegiate level.”
USASMA’s next commandant, Command Sgt. Maj. Dennis Defreese, continued pushing toward accreditation by gaining approval for an enlisted fellowship

“

This historic milestone
will have a profound
effect on the Army, the
NCO Corps, and the
legacy of our NCOs
throughout history.

”

— Sgt. Maj. of the Army
Daniel Dailey
program for selected sergeants major.
These fellows would earn a master’s
in adult education and become instructors
in-turn, which met another element of accreditation by having credentialed instructors.
Previous Training and Doctrine Command’s senior enlisted leader, Command
Sgt. Maj. David Davenport recognized
 >*(        >*(* ) 
his determination and guidance he helped
push the key initiatives for accreditation
    
Command Sgt. Maj. Jimmy Sellers,
with the help of the Sgt. Maj. of the Army
Daniel Dailey, put the pieces together from
the contributions of past commandants
and built the framework for the USASMA
to be documented as a regionally accredited institution within the academic councils
of the Higher Learning Commission.
“This historic milestone will have a pro  =>*(* 
       >*(    
history,” Dailey said. “An investment in
our people is an investment in our future.”
“This is only the beginning,” Sellers
said. “There’s more to come when it pertains to the education and development
of our soldiers and noncommissioned of :
)>*(+  * }lence provides professional military education that develops enlisted leaders into
     !      als capable of meeting the challenges of an
increasingly complex world. We develop,
integrate and deliver education and training readiness. We are the premier institution driving innovative development for
enlisted leaders; constantly focused on
readiness.
Page 15
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Wish

Continued from Page 13
Driggers knows her disease is fatal and
she knows her time is coming soon. Her biggest and last bucket list item was the opportunity to embrace the military lifestyle she
once lived and march with Soldiers again. A
Family member reached out to Fort Jackson
and the installation immediately took action
    @  
Dressed in a fresh combat uniform,
boots and patrol cap, Driggers sat proudly
in her motorized chair as she watched the
battalion’s Soldiers graduate. According to
military tradition, the graduation ceremony
came to a close as the Soldiers conduct a
pass and review. Because of the rigorous terrain, Driggers couldn’t complete a full ruck
march on the installation. Instead, Driggers,

along with a drill sergeant escort, fell-in
with the pass and review and ‘marched’
    
  
“Oh my God, yes,” Drigger said about
@ @          form. With tears welling in her eyes, she
 @        
brought back memories of her active-duty
time and the friends she made along the
way.
Drigger met with Lt. Col. Simon A.
Macioch, the battalion’s commander along
with Brig. Gen. Milford “Beags” Beagle,
Jr., the installation’s commander and the
165th Infantry Brigade commander Col.
Patrick Aspland. They all took time to speak
with Driggers about her time at Fort Jackson
and each presented her with coins for her
hard work and dedication to the Army and
her battle with ALS.
“I appreciate everything you did and the
          
end,” Macioch said.

Photo by Nicholas Salcido

Retired Sgt. Kristi Driggers salutes during the 1st Battalion, 61st Infantry Regiment
graduation June 13 at Hilton Field. She was diagnosed with Amyotrophic Lateral
Sclerosis, more commonly known as ALS, which is a progressive and fatal disease. One
of Drigger’s biggest bucket list items was an opportunity to march with Soldiers again.

LANE LAW FIRM
★

3600 Rosewood Drive, Columbia, 29205

www.lanelawsc.com

P: (803) 790-9958 F: (803) 790-9830

We care for the unique
needs of children like no
other practice.

Military Discounts

Area of Practice:
FAMILY LAW
DIVORCE – CUSTODY – VISITATION – ADOPTION

Kids and parents love our fun
atmosphere and friendly staff
whose sole focus is helping children
to learn healthy dental care.

CRIMINAL LAW
Serving Military, Vets
and
Military Spouses

RYAN ★ LANE
FREE CONSULTATION FOR
FAMILY LAW MATTER
         

Dr. Felicia L. Goins
Dr. Lisbeth W. Poag
Dr. B. Brian Han
7701 Trenholm Road ExColumbia, SC 29223

(803) 736-6000

www.carolinachildrensdentistry.com
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Joseph Garcia
from Swansea High
School, Swansea,
S.C., leaps onto a
rope to help pull
himself over a log.
Fort Jackson hosted
the Junior Reserve
Officer Training
Corps Cadet Leadership Challenge last
week. Roughly 768
high school students from across
the state of Carolina
participated in the
week-long challenge.

Students
Continued from Page 6

“I’m rappelling and having a blast,” said cadet Mason Hillard,
from A. C. Flora High School, Columbia, South Carolina. “There
 <   @ & &  :
*                   
  |       @          
devices. Instructors taught the cadets to soak the pants in water, tie
the legs to create air pockets and how to wrap the pants around their
@       *    
  
 !       @<   
7=           @:  *+**
*; }7(   
                   
    :
)             
               
platoon sergeant or squad leader. The cadets then take on responsibil        
         
    *+*   <    
are successful and understand their roles and responsibilities.
)           ~  
@                         )  
            
      
       @ 
   
attend.
7)    &         
me to meet new people and make new friends,” said cadet Esmeralda
L  K ~*  *  ;   
*  7&     @  @  } :

Photo by
ALEXANDRA SHEA

FREE Initial Consultation
r"EPQUJPOT
r"VUP"DDJEFOUT
r%JWPSDF4FQBSBUJPO
r$VTUPEZ
r$IJME4VQQPSU
r7JTJUBUJPO
Bonnie P. Horn

Horn
Law Firm
Bonnie P. Horn
Attorney at Law

1215 Elmwood Avenue
(803) 252-HORN (4676)
June 20, 2019
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Commentary: Environmental cleanup for a healthy Fort Jackson
By VANITA FIEDLER
Soldier Support Institute
Some of the Fort Jackson community’s exceptional volunteers have
been joining together to help clean up
storm damage debris and items such
as tires and mattresses between Washington Street and Semmes Road.
Over the past year, separate teams
have coordinated with agencies and
units to conduct random environmental clean ups.
Two volunteers who were especially helpful with the cleanup efforts
were Capt. Tracy Morel and 1st Sgt.
Derek Ertmer from the 120th Adjutant
General Battalion.
One area that has captured the
groups attention was an area called old
Garden Plots.
Our group plans on pitching a re-

Volunteers and
Soldiers from
the 120th Adjutant General
Battalion help
clean up debris
left from storm
damage during
environmental
clean up efforts
between Washington Street and
Semmes Road.

utilization plan of the area to the Fort
Jackson commander once it is cleaned
up. It’s a beautiful location and we
think it would make a great wounded
warrior archery, or an amazing memorial to all veterans with a farmer
market on Saturdays for our post residents.
This vision is the motivation that
keeps volunteers eager to support the
initiative and may even inspire the
commanding general to repurpose the
area.
Those interested in volunteering
with Environmental Clean Up can contact William Sexton, Fort Jackson Fire
Department at william.b.sexton.civ@
mail.mil, Lisa McKnight, Department
| @8     (
at lisa.a.mcknight11.civ@mail.mil, or
Vanita Fiedler at 
 
mail.mil.

Courtesy photo

Living with pain affects your quality of life.

We can help!



FREE ADMISSION FOR
ACTIVE MILITARY AND
THEIR FAMILIES



We treat painful conditions such as
Nerve Pain, Diabetic Nerve Pain, Back/Neck Pain, Knee Pain,
Carpal Tunnel Syndrome, Fibromyalgia, Sciatica & Arthritis.

From now until Labor Day we’re saluting our patriots by offering free admission
to active military and up to ﬁve family members. Explore South Carolina’s military
treasures. Learn more about our exhibits at crr.sc.gov.

301 Gervais Street

TUE-SAT

State Museum Bldg.

1ST SUNDAY OF MONTH

803.737.8095

crr.sc.gov

Carolina HealthChoice provides non-narcotic pain
treatment while promoting wellness and a
higher quality of life for those living with pain.

Call us at (803) 939-6141 to schedule your
FREE CONSULTATION.
PHYSICIAN REFERRAL
RAL
L
IS NOT REQUIRED.
D
D.

10am-5pm

131A Wildewood Park Drive
Columbia, SC 29223

1-5pm

(803) 939-6141
www.CarolinaHealthChoice.com
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Hankins
Continued from Page 3

Photo by WALLACE McBRIDE

From left, Col. Stephen Elder, Vincent Grewatz, director, IMCOM Directorate for Training, and incoming garrison commander Col. John W. Hankins take their places during a change of command
ceremony June 14 at Victory Field.

Elder urged Hankins to trust the talent at work here at Fort Jackson.
“Embrace this garrison and Fort Jackson,” he said. “Have faith in your
team and know that everything you put into this job will be returned tenfold.”
Hankins enlisted in 1994 and was commissioned in 1996. His assignments include Fort Bragg, North Carolina, Germany, Fort Stewart, Georgia
and the Pentagon.
His previous assignment was as secretary, Joint Staff, the Joint Staff, Pentagon.
“It is my great honor and privilege to stand here before you as the successor to the great lineage of commanders who have led the garrison organization that integrates and delivers support to the United States Army’s
largest basic combat training center,” Hankins told the audience following
the ceremony.
“I am also thankful for the privilege of joining an incredible team of professionals comprising Fort Jackson’s Army Garrison,” he said.
“As we work together in support of the Fort Jackson community, I ask
only one thing: And that is to do your best every day, and I promise to do
the same.”

S.R. Anderson, Attorney At Law

Donate A Boat

Former JAG Officer

or Car Today!

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

800 - 700 - BOAT
(2628)
(2628)

w w w.boatangel.com
sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

Full Service Property Management
Renting Homes Across Columbia

(803) 750-0071

www.APMRealtyGroup.com

In private practice in Columbia 35 years.
Free initial consultation.
Divorce, Adoption, Legal Separation,
Probate, Wills, Auto Accidents.

Call (803) 252-2828.

Full-Time Instructor of Mathematics

          
  Start date is August 2019

3600 Forest Drive, Ste. 201
Columbia, S.C. 29204

336 Old Chapin Road
Lexington, S.C. 29072

Areas of Practice:
Family Law – Immigration Law – Wills – Civil Litigation

          
        
                 
   !" #" # $ %%%
Please send resumes and transcripts to
academics@camdenmilitary.com

June 20, 2019

— Two locations —

The Fort Jackson Leader

Hablamos Español
Military Discounts; Free Consultation for Military;
Veteran serving Active Duty, Veterans, Retirees,
Dependents and DOD civilians.

(803) 851-1076
Michael.morris@mpmorrislawfirm.com
www.mpmorrislawfirm.com
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“Our fixed-price menu features hand-cut beef,
poultry, pork and lamb served tableside.
The salad buffet selection,
which includes fresh seafood and sushi,
rivals any other in the Carolinas.
We invite you to come enjoy the feast.”
DINING ROOM: MONDAY - FRIDAY 5PM - 10PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 4PM - 10PM
HAPPY HOUR MONDAY - FRIDAY 5PM - 7PM
CATERING AVAILABLE

SPECIAL OFFER
20% OFF DINNER FEAST
MUST PRESENT AD TO RECEIVE SPECIAL OFFER. EXPIRES JUNE 30TH, 2019
1 C O U P O N P E R C H E C K . D I N E I N O N LY. D I S C O U N T N O T VA L I D O N B E V E R A G E S , D E S S E RT, TA X O R G R AT U I T Y.
N O T VA L I D W I T H A N Y O T H E R D I S C O U N T, P R O M O T I O N O R C O U P O N . N O T VA L I D W I T H L A D I E S N I G H T D I S C O U N T.

South Carolina’s Premier Churrascaria
410 Columbiana Dr. / Columbia, SC / 803.708.3151 / RIOZ.COM
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Jobs
Help Wanted
Hiring SC Licensed Esthetician,
Full time Saturdays a must,
Contact Lydia Porter @ European Skin and Hair Clinic 803738-0903 Or email Resume to
ESC29206@ATT.NET
REPORTER
Camden Media Company
has an opening
for on-post work at
The Fort Jackson Leader.
Military experience a plus.
Must have writing samples.
Email resume to:
mmischner@chronicle-independent.com
Please put Reporter Position in
Subject Line

Real Estate
For Rent
3bdrm/1bath, fenced backyard,
new carpet and paint; behind
 }  **
Cavalier Court, 8 minutes from
 
   *! *@@
month + deposit, 1 year lease.
803-381-2875.

Announcements
For Your Information
BATHROOM
RENOVATIONS.
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We
specialize in safe bathing. Grab
       
showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation: 844-524-2197.
DENTAL INSURANCE. Call
Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company for details. NOT just
a discount plan, REAL coverage
for 350 procedures. 855-3977030 or http://www.dental50plus.
{@%{**
FDA Registered. 100% Digi          *;;
each. American Made Technology. Call 800-937-2218
use
promo 88270 for a risk-free trial!
FREE SHIPPING!

Tuesday, June 25, 2019 is the
last day to redeem winning tickets in the following South Carolina Education Lottery Instant
=^*@'*'@@@"%OUT.

****Jim’s Home Maintenance
Providing Reliable and Affordable Services in Kershaw County. Over 25 years experience in
Lawn Maintenance and Home
Improvement(Power Washing,
%UU YUU &!
Small Home Repairs, Debris
@ N@! 
Removal, Gutter Cleaning, ReItems for Sale
when you bundle. 99% Reliable
       =  
100% Affordable. HURRY, OF    !  =FER ENDS SOON. New CusWanted to Buy
UY#%U=!     Y !
tomers Only. CALL NOW 1-855(845)548-0529
825-2669.
]>~   ^ !
No Title Needed. ID required. 7 OXYGEN - Anytime, Anywhere. ****Toby W. Butler - Roof Leaks
Fixed.       
days a week. Call or Text 803-  
  !   !
pressure washing and carpen374-7545. We Pay Top Dollar.
The All-New Inogen One G4 is
try work. Over 20 years experionly 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
ence. All work with written guarGeneral Merchandise
FREE info kit: 833-833-1650
 ! ^     ] !
Spectrum Triple Play - TV, Inter- (803)201-2473.
BIG DEAL MATTRESS WARE  ;!;;!{@#]
^  !    =! `
HOUSE Lowest Mattress Prices.
per second speed. No contract
Improvement. Locally owned.
803-238-6288.
or commitment. We buy your ex   !     
bigdealwarehouse.com
     '@@*+''+
^ !   = 
]Y U`Y= % U& U *@
402-1186.
Gutters/Cleaning, Replacement
OFF YOUR MATTRESS PURTV for FREE with SmartView Windows, Vinyl Siding, Decks,
CHASE!
Antenna! Potentially watch over Carpentry, Additions. 803-572Craftmatic Adjustable Beds for
60 channels. Completely free of 1168.
less! Up to 50 Off Leading Commonthly subscription costs (after
EXTERIOR GUTTERS & HOME
 ! *  %[ 
   +!= =IMPROVEMENT. 6” seamless
Bed. Trusted Over 40 Years. All
ings for Print Readers 57% off!
~UU=     \
Mattress Types Available. Shop
Visit http://smartviewdeal.com/
remodeling. dreamgutters.com.
by Phone and SAVE! CALL
SC
803-425-7160.
1-866-275-2764.
Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to LOWEST PRICES ON GUTY=` U ';!;;  *;@ ^ * #  "  =   N@ TERS- GUARANTEED!
 ! *|!;' ` = Y month. Our Fastest Speeds (up
"%#UU& "&=U %# 
net. Free Installation, Smart HD
 '@ #   ~  
BARN HOME BUILDINGS of
DVR Included, Free Voice Re"  =  *@@ ! ^
^  ^!      Y mote. Some restrictions apply.
Viasat today! 1-866-463-8950
sured.
For all your building
Call 1-877-542-0759.
needs 803-427-4875; 803-309Services
DO YOU HAVE THE BEARD
2303.
YOU LIKE? If not, we can help!
Rogers Septic Tank Service
We have all natural, no preservaBusiness Services
24 Hours - Anytime Day or Night.
tive products.
803-669-7194; 803-309-2303 or
Go to our website: SouthernblooThe Mercantile
803-243-2654.
 ! !Y 
FREE APPRAISALS
Y    
&

=
^
^
Facebook:
tions
= ]& ^!
=Y&
Great prices. You will not be disBill Blake
appointed.
(803)243-1234 : 1110 Broad St.
Earthlink High Speed Internet.
%   %  *|!;'   
 N  !` Home Repairs & Improvement
Speed Fiber Optic Technology
Stream Videos, Music and More!
****Decks Unlimited of Camden,
Call Earthlink Today 1-877-649LLC. For all your new construc9469
tion, home improvement or rec Y^U &  N' reational needs. Free estimates.
  *'' ^    *@@@  Licensed/Insured.
803-309of Shows/Movies On Demand 2303/803-243-2654
(w/SELECT All Included Package.) PLUS Stream on Up to
FIVE Screens Simultaneously at
No Addt’l Cost. Call DIRECTV
1-844-624-1107.

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
And Your Family May Be Entitled
U =    ^  %! ^
855-664-5681 for information. No KILL BED BUGS! Buy Harris
Risk. No money out-of-pocket.
Sprays, Traps, Kits, Mattress
Covers. DETECT, KILL, PREVENT.
Available:
Hardware
Stores, The Home Depot, homedepot.com
June 20, 2019

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
Empire Today to schedule a
FREE in-home estimate on Car    ! ^ U>
844-254-3873

Who has been painting for you
in Kershaw County since 1969?
Me. Darrell McAvoy. Call me
and I’ll put my experience to work
for you. (803)438-2299 or 803669-5874

Land/Lots For Sale
Lawn Care/Tree Service
***A Notch Above Tree Care. Top
Quality Service-Lowest Prices.
Licensed//Insured. BBB accredited. Call 803-983-9721 or 803669-3414 and save. Free Mulch.

FOR SALE: 7.01 Acres For Sale.
1987 Red Top Rd., Cassatt. Sep      ! {@@@!@@!
OBO. Call 669-0336.

BARNHILL’S TREE SERVICE.
U    !       
Bonded. Free Estimates. 4257368.

Jobs
Drivers Wanted

803-988-0097

ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER
JOBS IN 99 S.C. newspapers
 >N'!'+         
2.1 million readers. Call Alanna
Ritchie at the S.C. Newspaper
Network, 1-888-727-7377
WANTED CDL DRIVER/ OPERATOR 30 hours or less. Great for
retiree, very easy work load. Call
(803)432-2130 for more informati

Real Estate
Homes For Sale
*For Sale-Awesome homes at
  ^   
Elgin areas. View www.grahamrealtyinc.com or call (803)4327370/(803)432-0855.
Graham
Realty, Inc., 519 E. DeKalb
St.(Camden)

CHIROPRACTIC
CARE
Military Discounts!

for first
full-examination
and adjustment.

Forest Acres Well Care

DOWNTOWN
109 Mulberry Lane
900 S. Stadium Rd., #N414
1100 Bluff Road, #510
2129 College Street
824 Meadow Street
2310 Stark Street

3/3
2/2
3/3
4/2
3/2
3/2.5

$

3/2
3/2
1/1

$

1750
1600
1750
$
2100
$
1650
$
1525
$
$

IRMO/ST ANDREWS
9 Pioneers Point Court
193 Park Place
1850 Atlantic Drive, #522

1195
1000
$
750

$

NORTH COLUMBIA
2353 Lang Court
241 Savannah Drive
2720 Schoolhouse Road

ROSEWOOD/ SHANDON

300 S. Bonham Road
516 Deerwood Street
1901 Tall Pines #4
1908 Tall Pines #4
1919 Tall Pines #C

3/2 $1125
3/1.5 $675
1/1 $475
$

725
550
675
650
$
725

2/1
1/1
2/1
1/1
2/1.5

$
$
$

WEST COLUMBIA/CAYCE
324 Mesa Lane

3/2

$

1100

www.landmarkresources.biz

5101 Forest Dr., Columbia, SC 29206

1516 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201

(803)318-2811

rentals@landmarkresources.biz

(1.5 miles from Fort Jackson)
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GATED ESTATE - 3,022 sf
4-bedroom, 3-bath gated estate
with 3 ponds on 38.71 acres in
Lexington, SC. (803)730-8879.
|;'@@@!

803-988-0097
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Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

The U.S. Army Financial Management School commandant and Chief of the Finance Corps Col. Richard A. Hoerner (right) along with Finance Corps Regiment and Financial Management School Command Sgt. Maj. Gennaro Penn (left) and Pvt. Devin Rorrer (center), the youngest financial management student
at just 18 years old, cut a birthday cake with a ceremonial non-commissioned officers saber during the Finance Corps 244th birthday celebration June 14.

Finance Corps celebrates 244 years
By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader
In the spring of 1775 Britain’s military
          =          )         @   @
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DOD wants resident input on Housing Bill of Rights
By DAVID VERGUN
Defense.gov

online survey. The survey will be sent to each household by CEL
=      !            ing the feedback collection, tabulation and analysis on DOD’s
Development of a bill of rights for those living in privatized behalf.
McMahon said that the department is committed to addressDefense Department housing is underway, and DOD is seeking
the input of residents, the assistant defense secretary for sustain- ing the concerns of service members and their families.
“We have tremendously resilient military Families,” he said.
ment announced in a memo.
In the memo signed yesterday, Robert H. McMahon invited “Once we recruit the individual, we retain the family, and they
residents of privatized family and unaccompanied housing to don’t ask for a lot.” He noted that most families want a safe
take part in an online survey to provide feedback on a draft bill home, access to medical care, access to good schools, and reliof rights aimed at identifying the basic privatized housing rights able movers when they have to relocate to change assignments
-- something that happens every 2-3 years in an average service
of service members and their Families.
The acting defense secretary and service secretaries have en- member’s career.
In all cases, department leaders are committed to working
dorsed the proposal.
As a key part of this effort, department leaders have been with housing privatization partners to ensure any and all resident
   ;   | ~  &   concerns are addressed in a responsive, timely and professional
Resident Bill of Rights. Throughout the drafting process, they manner, with emphasis on expediting resolution of any concerns
have engaged with Congress; military and veteran service or- involving potential health or safety issues, McMahon said.
“The secretary of defense and the service secretaries and
ganizations; and the housing partners to obtain their input. As
      ;|&'   # chiefs understand that family is important. We honor the sacriRights, department leaders are seeking feedback from service   @       
members and families who live in privatized housing through an nation. The department has a moral obligation to military fami-

lies to provide safe and quality housing, and we take that obligation seriously,” he said.
Service members and Families who reside in privatized housing are encouraged to provide feedback on the draft resident bill
     (;   
Budget number 0704-0553; OMB Expiration Date March 31,
2022) that will be sent to them via email -- only one person per
address will receive this email -- but participation in the survey
is completely voluntary. All respondent information will be kept
      @   @      
with DOD.
The survey is on a rolling release to residents, June 13-16,
      @     @  @   !!
nearly 200,000. The survey will close on July 15.
&;|&     K        
or if no member of their household received an email with a survey link by June 18, they may contact CEL & Associates Inc. by
email at: BillofRightsFeedback@celassociates.com. Residents
are asked to identify their installation and complete their street
address on any emails.
Feedback on the draft bill of rights must be provided through
the survey, not to this email address.

Borders
Continued from Page 8

Zuluaga was invited by the United Arab
Emirates military to work for the country
in an advisory role. He would stay for three
years until he married his wife and moved to
America to be closer to her.
He has been visiting the United States
since a child. Zuluaga has many Family
members who reside in Miami, so there was
no culture shock when he moved to America
full-time in 2015. Once here, he worked as
an inventory supervisor for a Dallas-based
foods import business for about three years.
“I never thought I would be in the U.S.
Army,” Zuluaga said. “I was looking for my
next step and opportunities to start a new career, but I was always missing something. I
don’t know how to explain it.”
What he was missing was the military
community camaraderie and the military lifestyle. He explained how civilians
couldn’t understand what it is like to wear
the uniform and the passions professional
Soldiers have for their job.
It was this feeling and the eventual sup                
decision to join the Army. Since he is not a
U.S. citizen yet, Zuluaga was only able to
enlist in the Army. He had to wait a year
after beginning his immigration process beJune 20, 2019
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Spc. Julian Zuluaga fires at a range while serving in the Columbian army. Zuluaga has served as a soldier in Columbia, United Arab Emirates and now has
completed Basic Combat Training at Fort Jackson, S.C. Zuluaga’s service record includes diving and urban combat school, Columbia’s version of Special
Forces and Ranger School, authorized to wear the Pathfinder, Master Parachutists and Military Freefall Parachutists badges and has 14 foreign jump wings.
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his U.S. Army Enlisted Records Brief, or
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and with the assistance of his drill sergeant.
This allowed him to wear the badges he
worked so hard to earn on his uniform during his training at Fort Jackson. His fellow
trainees took notice. He used his passion for
being a Soldier to mentor them through their
training and answer any of their questions.
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Hunter Fields, an 18-year-old fellow trainee from Company A, 3rd Battalion, 34th
Infantry Regiment. “I try to pick his brain
as much as possible to learn from him. He
was telling me about Special Forces and it
sounds pretty fun.”
Fields said he and Zuluaga have grown
close in the past nine weeks and will be
attending the same Advanced Individual
)      L    
of avionics repair and maintenance.
The two will be joining the ranks of active-duty personnel as they graduate with
the rest of their battalion today at Hilton
Field then travel together to AIT.
“Being a Soldier is the best thing I have
done in my life,” Zuluaga said. “I’m going
to be a Soldier for as long as I can.”
While Zuluaga has many skills and a
bachelor’s degree under his belt, he will
have many opportunities in his future with
the Army.
He explained he will have to see how
things go with his new military occupational
specialty before he decides if he will attend
any specialty schools such as Special Forces
or Ranger.
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