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Commentary: “Turn Off the Lights”

A Review of Army Civilian Retirement
When it comes to retirement of an Army Civilian or a
Soldier, there is one way to do it and that is to do it right.
By acknowledging and recognizing the service of our
Army Civilians and Soldiers at the end of a 20 or 50-year
career is the right way to take care of our teammates. We
will expand our monthly retirement reviews to include our
Army Civilian teammates as recognition for their faithful
service.
Recently, I encountered two Army Civilians in as many
weeks that were both set to soon retire. On two separate
occasions, both conversations were pleasant and I listened
as both patiently covered their career highlights. I might
add that one of the Army Civilians covered over 38-years’
worth of highlights in about 3-minutes and the other covered 50-years of service in even less time. Regardless, listening to both of their stories was heartwarming and wonderful to hear.
The setting for each of these conversations was vastly
different. One took place in a semi-informal setting around
a gathering of fellow co-workers who had all assembled
to pay tribute to a fellow employee. As laughs, smiles and
hugs were plentiful, this struck me as the normal state of
play with regard to how we farewell and properly say thank
you to a departing teammate.
However, the other conversation took place on an open
             
laughs, hugs and smiles. The only difference was that this
group of people weren’t there for a retiring teammate, the
retiring civilian was there with them to celebrate a Run for
Our Fallen Heroes. So why the difference?
              

ON THE COVER
Fort Jackson
hosted a
candlelight vigil
Oct. 8 at the Main
Post Chapel to
raise awareness
to help stop
domestic
violence.

is wrong with this picture?” you will realize that combined,
two of our Fort Jackson Army Civilians had over 80-years
of combined federal service. One was farewelled properly
and the other? Well, let’s just put it this way, her spouse
indicated to me that her retirement ceremony would be a
           
when you depart for the day.”
It suddenly struck me that we could absolutely do better than this for our Army Civilian employees. We do a
tremendous job on a monthly basis to fare well our military
service members and I might add that it has included other
branches of service.
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BRIG. GEN. MILFORD “BEAGS” BEAGLE JR.
Fort Jackson commander

Our Army Civilians give just as much as our military
service members and in some cases they have worn the
uniform of a Soldier, Sailor, Airmen, or Marine and added
additional years as an Army Civilian. To recognize them is
an opportunity that I have missed but it should only take
one time to learn from your mistakes.
As we did our research, there is nothing that prevents
or precludes Fort Jackson from honoring both our military and our Army Civilians during our monthly retirement review ceremonies. The precedent has already been
established at least once in the past year. We have had at
least one of our Army Civilians participate in the monthly
retirement review. The problem is that we didn’t know or
realize that there could be more of our Army Civilians that
are willing to participate.
The intent of my short article is to say that it is my intent
and I hope the intent of our installation to recognize all
of our workforce the proper and right way. Never again,
should we willingly or knowingly allow a teammate to re             
off the lights” before you leave.
We can do better and it is my commitment to do better.
Victory Starts with all of us!
Our installation retirement ceremony is conducted the
last Tuesday of each month at 4 p.m. in the Post Theater.
Anyone interested in participating should contact Shanda
Cullum, Retirement Services, Directorate of Human Resources at 751-3448 and do so 30 days prior to the date
that you would like to participate. Rehearsals are conducted the day prior and please remember that your spouse is
encouraged to participate with you.
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“Blood was everywhere”
A Soldier’s story of
domestic violence
By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader
Fort Jackson hosted a candlelight vigil Oct. 8 at the Main
Post Chapel to raise awareness to help stop domestic violence. Pvt. 1st Class Eric Vasser, Jr., with 4th Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment, shared his story of being stabbed by his
wife to help end the stigma of men speaking out about being
a victim of domestic violence.
“You often meet people as a couple with different backgrounds and different ways of life,” Vasser said. “Some
people have dark pasts where you never know what they
went through before meeting them. You start to see the different changes. You see their
insecurities and the problems
that they have or have had before you met them. You tend to
cope with them and try to build
I had to learn
with them.”
how
to breathe
Vasser stood tall behind the
again, walk
podium as he recounted what
life was like for him when he
again and talk
      
again..
Vasser said they were young at
the time and had a son together
— Pvt. 1st Class
prior to getting married. Their
Eric Vasser, Jr.
young relationship started becoming strained by his wife’s
insecurities and an unaccompanied tour to Korea for a year.
“Having to leave my Family to go to Korea was a challenge,” Vasser said. “There
were a lot of problems before I left but I didn’t think it
   " #" $ %
Once Vasser returned from Korea, he managed to make
his home life easier until the night his wife stabbed him in
the leg and abdomen while in their bedroom. Trapped in the
locked room, Vasser’s wife wielded a knife and demanded
he unlock his cell phone for her. Bleeding, Vasser pleaded
with his wife to drop the knife and let him go. She eventually did and he was able to escape to a neighbor’s house
who also happened to work for the Moncrief Army Medical
Clinic.
That night Vasser was admitted to a hospital where he
underwent two surgeries to repair the damages the stabbing
caused him. He also knew he was a victim of domestic violence and couldn’t remain quiet about it any longer.
“There was blood everywhere,” Vasser said. “I had to
learn how to breathe again, walk again and talk again.”

“
”

Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

Fort Jackson Garrison Commander Col. John “Wes” Hankins listens to a song of reflection during a
candlelight vigil held at the Main Post Chapel Oct. 8. Hankins gave the opening remarks of the vigil to
help raise awareness and end domestic violence. During the vigil, attendees lit candles as a symbol of
solidarity to help end abuse.
October 10, 2019

The Fort Jackson Leader

See STORY: Page 20
Page 3

EVENTS

Community
Calendar
TODAY
2020 Census Call Center Pre-Hiring Event
10 a.m. to noon, 4600 Strom Thurmond Blvd.,
Rm. B200. The Soldier for Life -Transition
Assistance Center will be hosting a 2020
Census Job Pre-Hiring Event from 10 a.m.
to noon Oct. 10. Currently, 1,000 call center
positions are available. Positions are open
to the entire Fort Jackson Community. For
more information contact, Lawrence Jackson
at 751-1127 or via email at lawrence.jackson2.
civ@mail.

employees. Food will be provided by the
NCO Club for $11 per person. The following
activities will be available: horseshoes, corn
hole, water balloon toss, dominoes, poker,
Connect 4, Jenga, kickball, volleyball, tug-awar and a chili cook off. After the competition,
the garrison commander and command
sergeant major will recognise winners of each
activity and the overall winner for organization
day. For more information, contact Zina
Witherspoon at 751-9689 or by email at
zina.d.witherspoon.civ@mail.mil.

OCT. 18
Ministry/Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. NCO Club. Fort Jackson

       
Ministry/Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon
to celebrate Clergy Appreciation Month
and recognize volunteers who support and
 
  
 
readiness on Fort Jackson. For more
information, contact Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Rodie
Lamb at 751-3979, or by email at rodie.l.lamb.
mil@mail.mil.

OCT. 26
Concealed Weapon Carry Class
8:30 a.m. Training Support Center Classroom,
Bldg. 4565 Washington Road. Fort Jackson
Range Control is hosting a concealed carry
class Oct. 26. For more information, contact
David Churilla at (803) 261-2325 or via email
at dchuri2943@aol.com.

OCT. 22
Women’s Health Transition Training Pilot
Program
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Soldier For Life Transition Assistance Program is hosting its
second Veteran’s Women’s Health Transition
Pilot Training at the SFL-TAP Center. The
VA Women’s Health Transition Training Pilot
program aims to provide servicewomen with
a deeper understanding of the women’s
health services available to them within the
VA health care system and the VA health
care enrollment process for continuation of
health care services. The course will cover
the following: the transformed culture of VA
for female patients; range of women’s health
and mental health care services and available
       
VA health care; expectations for women to
proactively seek health care services postseparation; logistical details such as facility
structure; locations, and points of contacts
and available transition support services. For
more information contact Carolyn Andrews
via email at carolyn.b.andrews.civ@mail.mil
or call 751-1723.
OCT. 25
USAG Org Day
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Darby Field. Some garrison
directorates will be at minimal manning
Oct. 25 as U.S. Army Garrison holds its
organizational day to strengthen esprit de
corps and increase comaraderie between
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NOV. 5
Maude Lecture Series
3 p.m. Solomon Center. Kevin Shwedo, S.C.
Civilian Aide to the Secretary of the Army,
will speak during the Lt. Gen. Timothy J.
Maude Lecture Series at 2 p.m. Nov. 5 in
the Solomon Center. The lecture series is
named after the highest ranking service
member killed during the Sept. 11, 2001
terrorist attack at the Pentagon. The mission
of the lecture series is to provide Soldier
Support Institute students with increased
opportunities to enhance their leadership
skills and classroom training by engaging
with current and former leaders of the Army.
For more information, contact 2nd Lt. Klair
Carroll at klair.p.carroll.mil@mail.mil.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAHC Facilities Closures
MAHC facilities will be closed at 2;30 p.m.
Oct. 11 due to Organizational Day.

   
10 a.m., third Tuesday of the month 4600
Strom Thurmond Blvd. The Fort Jackson
Army Continuing Education System is offering
         
the third Tuesday of the month. CSP provides
Soldiers with skills and training necessary
through internships, on-the-job training or
job shadowing to receive job placement
upon transitioning out of the military. Service
members are eligible to participate during
their last 180 days prior to separating or
retiring. Service members currently being
separating due to an MEB are eligible to enter
CSP at the start of the board process. For
more information, call 751-5341.

SEND ALL
SUBMISSIONS TO
FJLeader@gmail.com
Deadline for events to be
included in the calendar or
Happenings is one week before
publication. Include the time,
date and place the event will occur, as well as other necessary
information.
If you submit an article on an
event that already has taken
place, please send it as soon
as possible. Tuesday is the
last day we will we be able to
accept an article for publication
the following Thursday. Include
the date and place of the event,
as well as a description of what
took place. Please include
quotations, if possible. With any
photo you submit, include IDs
" # #      
names.
Questions? Call 751-7045.
Those wishing to purchase
an annual mailed subscription
for The Leader should contact
the Camden Media Company at
csmith@chronicle-independent.

Lane Closures
          !
to be patient when work begins on a new
obscuration wall near the Gate 2 entrance.
The project began in May and is scheduled
to end Nov. 30. There may be temporary
and sporadic lane closures after 9 a.m. each
day. Inclement weather may cause delay in
construction.
Local Developmental Assignments
Program
There are three Garrison LDAP opportunities
available:
- Geographer - DPW
-Installation Status Report (Infrastructure) DPW
- Program Support Assistant - DFMWR
If you are interested in learning more about
these opportunities, contact the U.S. Army
Garrison Workforce Development Program at
751-7535/6736 or via email at usarmy.jackson.
imcom-hq.mbx.dhr-civilianwfd@mail.mil.

Fort Jackson
Movie Schedule
3319 Jackson Blvd.
Phone: 751-7488

FRIDAY
 Hustlers (R) 7 p.m.
SATURDAY
 It: Chapter Two (R) 1 p.m.
 Hustlers (R) 7 p.m.
SUNDAY
 It: Chapter Two (R) 2 p.m.
 Hustlers (R) 6 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
 Hustlers (R) 2 p.m.
 Hustlers (R) 5 p.m.
TICKETS
Adult: $6 / Child (6 to 11): $4
3-D TICKETS
Adult: $8 / Child (6 to 11): $6
z Ticket sales open 30 minutes before
each movie.
z Movie times and schedule are subject to
change without notice.

WWW.SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM

Food Concepts
Food Court and stand alone Burger King will
remain open until 9 p.m. on Wednesday and
Thursday. Starbucks will remain open until 7
p.m. Wednesday and Thursday.
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Leader file photo

Nicole Hawkins, a wildlife biologist at Fort Jackson’s Directorate of Public Works Environmental Department, Wildlife Branch, prepared to cover the opening
of a hand-made artificial cavity box in preparation for a soon-to-be arriving endangered red-cockaded woodpecker in 2015. She passed away while working
on Fort Jackson’s training grounds in 2019. A scholarship in her name has been established to assist women studying in the field of biology.

Scholarship fund offered in memory of post wildlife biologist
By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader

One coworker and close friend, Josh Arrants from Kalispell, Montana, took the opportunity to remember Hawkins by working with
Earlier this year renowned wildlife biolo- Sara Green, executive director of the South
gist Angela Nicole Chadwick-Hawkins passed Carolina Wildlife Federation, to establish a
away while working on Fort Jackson’s train- scholarship in her name geared to further assist
ing grounds. Known to many as the “wood-      $  
“Nicole Chadwick’s passing was a devaspecker lady” and her preferred name “Nicole
Hawkins”, she was best known for her efforts tating loss for South Carolina’s wildlife conto bring the red-cockaded woodpecker popu- servation community,” Green said in a press
lation back from the endangered species list. release. “Honoring her legacy with the new
During her memorial, Family members, friends memorial fund will ensure SCWF can continue
and the people she worked with said losing her to empower students who are pursuing envi   &            $
As those closest to her continue their heal- ority within SCWF’s mission because we recing process, many have taken the time since ognize wildlife habitat conservation depends
her death as an opportunity to continue her on future generations.”
The scholarship will offer full-time stuwork both as a wildlife biologist and as an
            dents an opportunity to compete for a $500
scholarship. Requirements to compete for the
dominated by men.
Page 6

scholarship includes completing an online application that addresses a student’s educational
goals, career focus, employment, volunteer experience and a short letter of recommendation
from a supporting faculty member.
The deadline for scholarship applications is
October 31. Applications will be reviewed for
eligibility and selection and selectees will be
announced in January 2020.
“I’m extremely passionate about the scholarship, Nicole was a dear friend of mine.
We called each other brother and sister even
though we weren’t related,” Arrants said. “She
contributed so much to the natural resources,
conservation, and the environment in South
Carolina that I felt it was integral to honor her
legacy and to help the next generation of conservationists and wildlife biologists.”
(        $   
friend. During her June memorial ceremony

The Fort Jackson Leader

held at Fort Jackson, many friends and coworkers spoke of her nature and character, often referred to her as a sister without having
any familial ties.
“She was the greatest boss you could have
dreamed of working for. She was singularly
responsible for opening doors and providing
opportunities for me as a professional and
a person,” ArrantV said. “How can we make
something positive out of such a tragic loss?
I have been fortunate to team up with SCWF
and assisting the next generation of female
conservationists.”
While the deadline for the scholarship is approaching, the scholarship is reoccurring and
will be available for future opportunities until
funding is depleted. For more information or to
apply for the SCWF Nicole Chadwick Memorial Scholarship Fund, visit http://www.scwf.
org/chadwick-fund.
October 10, 2019
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Photo by C.C. Pinckney

Firebreak
Photo by Nancy Reichert

Photo by Nancy Reichert
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Changes roll out
for transition
assistance
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HOUSING IS
GETTING SPOOKY
As Halloween approaches,
yards across Fort Jackson’s
housing areas are transforming from the ordinary
to spooky. Staff Sgt. Jacob
Spangler, a drill sergeant
with 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, and his wife
Kate decorated their yard
with headstones, cobwebs
and pumpkin lanterns to help
welcome the holiday for their
children Theodore, Charlotte
and Trenton.
Photos by ALEXANDRA SHEA
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1 Million Step Challengers
 Silvie Horak
 Cheryl Wooden

By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader
As the 1 Million Step Challenge continues,
more civilians from across Fort Jackson have
completed the challenge. Below are the names
of those who have reached milestones since
the challenge was issued by Brig. Gen. Milford “Beags” Beagle, Jr., U.S. Army Training
Center and Fort Jackson commander.

1 MILLION STEPS
 Sandra Prewitt
 Gary Francisco
 Gerald Henderson
 Melinda Griffinheyward
 Jonathan McFall
 Arlington Grant
 Frances Moffit
 Gerald Fambro, Sr.
 Gregory Barton

 Timothy Taylor
 Veran Hill
 Lakopo Leota
 Scotty Reed
 Silvie Horak
 Darlene Hines
 Maria Jones
 Gracie Maxey

750,000 STEPS
 Darlene Hines
 Silvie Horak
 Scotty Reed
 Lawrence Whiteside II
 Mary Reardon
 Paul Elam
 Keith Harris
 Victor Escamilla, Jr.
 Cynthia Andrews

250,000 STEPS
 Timothy Taylor
 Darlene Hines
 Silvie Horak
 Rose Turner
 Lasonya Jackson
 Carole Coveney
 Scotty Reed
 Lakopo Leota
 Robert Timmons
 Judith Boyd
 Edward Myles
 Maria Jones

500,000 STEPS
 Cheryl Wooden
 Emma Lung
 Daniel Massi
 James Bonkowske
 Warren Parker
 Bonnie McCall
 Judith Boyd

FORT JACKSON WORSHIP SCHEDULE
CATHOLIC
Sunday
 7:30 a.m., Confessions, Solomon
Center
 8 a.m., Mass, Solomon Center
 9:30 a.m., Mass, Main Post Chapel
Wednesday
 7 p.m., Rosary, Main Post Chapel
 7:30 p.m., RCIA/Adult Inquiry (Sept.May) Main Post Chapel
Monday through Thursday, First
Friday
8 a.m., Mass, SSI Chapel
CHURCH OF CHRIST
Sunday
10:30 a.m., Worship Service,
Magruder Chapel
JEWISH
Sunday
 9:15 a.m., Worship, Anderson Street
Chapel
 10:15 a.m., Fellowship, Anderson
Street Chapel
LATTER-DAY SAINTS
Sunday
10:30 a.m., Worship Service, Anderson
Street Chapel

October 10, 2019

Wednesday
 3 p.m.,Family Social, Anderson
Chapel
 6:30 p.m., Scripture Study, Anderson
Chapel
ISLAMIC
Friday
12:45 p.m., Jumah Services, Main Post
Chapel
Sunday
8 a.m., Islamic Studies, Main Post
Chapel
PAGAN
Sunday
11 a.m., Pagan Circle Sacred Well
Congregation worship and study,
Solomon Center
HISPANIC PROTESTANT
Sunday
9 a.m., Worship Service,
Magruder Chapel
PROTESTANT
Sunday
 8 a.m., Worship Service, Main Post
Chapel
 8:30 a.m., Anglican/Liturgical,
Lightning Chapel
 9 a.m., Service, McCrady Chapel

(SCARNG)
 9:15 a.m., Adult Bible Study, Main
Post Chapel
 9:30 a.m., Sunday School, Main Post
Chapel
 9:45 a.m., Gospel Worship Service,
Daniel Circle Chapel
 11 a.m., Service, Main Post Chapel
 11 a.m., Chapel Next, Lightning Chapel

ADDRESSES AND
PHONE NUMBERS
 Anderson Street Chapel, 2335
Anderson St., 751-7032
 Lightning Chapel, 9476 Kemper
St., 751-4101/4542
 Chaplain Family Life Center, Bldg.
5460, 751-4961

Monday
 7 p.m., Women’s Bible Study, Main
Post Chapel
 7 p.m., Protestant Men of the Chapel,
Bible Study, Chaplain Family Life Center

 Daniel Circle Chapel, 3359 Daniel
Circle, 751-1297/4478

Tuesday
 9 a.m., Protestant Women of the
Chapel, Main Post Chapel
 Noon, Bible study, Daniel Circle
Chapel
 Noon, Bible study, executive
conference room, Post Headquarters

 Fort Jackson Garrison Chaplain
and Religious Support Office, 4356
Hardee St., 751-3121/6318

Wednesday
 Noon, Protestant Bible Study,
SSI Library
 7 p.m., Gospel Bible Study, Daniel
Circle chapel
Thursday
 11:45 a.m., Fresh Encounter Bible
Study, Chaplain Family Life Center

The Fort Jackson Leader

 Education Center, 4581 Scales
Ave., 751-5341

 McCrady Chapel, 3820 McCrady
Road at McCrady Training Center,
751-7324
 Magruder Chapel, 4360 Magruder
Ave., 751-3883
 Main Post Chapel, 4580 Scales
Ave., 751-6469/6681
 Warrior Chapel (120th Adjutant
General Battalion), 1895 Washington
St., 751-5086/7427
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‘I became a soldier ...’

3rd Battalion,
39th Infantry Regiment

SPC. JIMMIE BAKER, 27

PVT. SHANESE RODRIGUEZ, 18

PFC. NOAH HAMMETT, 20

Yuma, Arizona

Orlando, Florida

Olive Branch, Mississippi
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in the Army. I wanted to do
      
and also wanted to be a part
of something greater than
myself.”
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PVT. WAYNE SIMMONS, 22

PVT. HARMON STEEN, 18

SPC. SARAH POLINSKI, 26

Norfolk, Virginia

Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Sayre, Pennsylvania

“My Family and a dream
to be a part of something
bigger than myself” were
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join the Army.
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FORT JACKSON
SCHOOL MENUS
Oct. 14 – 18
MONDAY
No School
TUESDAY
Breakfast: }&  %   #    |  #   
=
Lunch entree: _  ' +   
 #     #    %  #
   |  #   
=

WEDNESDAY
Breakfast: ]    #   
 #       
 #    =
Lunch entree:      #
` #    %  #  
 #      
 #    =
THURSDAY
Breakfast: ]     #  |  #    =
Lunch entree: _%   %
#   # % 
  # ! #   |
 #    =

FRIDAY
No School
Menu subject to change without notice.

.............................................
BREAKFAST PRICES
Month: Y =  Per day: $1.85
 Month:  =  Per day: $.30

LUNCH PRICES
Month:    Per day: $3
 Month: =  Per day: $.40
40

FEARLESS IS
EXPECTING MORE
Check us out.
800-444-0025 | fepblue.org
Open Enrollment is
Nov. 11 – Dec. 9.
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Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

        
of golf carts and began their games. Throughout the
course, the best ball was used at each hole to make the
The Fort Jackson Golf Course showed its apprecia- game run faster. Side games were also held at certain
tion to annual membership holders Oct. 4 by hosting holes including longest drive and closest to the pin.
a shotgun tournament. More than 185 course members Mulligans, or do-overs, were offered at a price to playattended the day-long event to enjoy a game with team- ers to help make better scores.
       
“We played the Old Hickory course and
and prizes.
              
“Today is our annual membership appre
          
ciation day,” said Mike Casto, general manChris Tate, a club member. “Today was a
Today was
ager for the course. “We have morning and
great day, it was a fun day.”
a great day,
afternoon starts. We provide breakfast,
Two courses were available to play durlunch and food after (the game).”
ing the tournament, the Wildcat course
it was a fun
Casto said the golf course holds special
and the course Tate and his team played
day.
events throughout the year that closes the
to earn the highest net score title. Tate
course to non-party members. By host          
ing special events, the golf course is able
   !   
— Chris Tate
to generate enough funds to maintain the
in the closest to the pin side game. He
greens and offer the pro shop and eatery.
              
Members are aware of the closed events
course’s pro shop.
that are held throughout the year before
"               
purchasing memberships.
pavilion and eagerly awaited for their team rankings.
“We show our members how much we appreciate Golfers were treated to snacks and refreshments as
them allowing us to do that,” Casto said about the clo- they mingled with fellow golfers before the event ended.
   
“The team really stepped up and made it happen,”
The shotgun game began early morning while the Casto said. “It will be a long day but it’s worth the efSouth Carolina temperatures were still relatively low. fort.”

By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Leader

GOLF COURSE SHOWS
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Four-person teams take on the two courses at the Fort Jackson Golf Course for the annual Members Appreciation Shotgun Tournament
Oct. 4. Teams spent the day enjoying a game with friends while competing for prizes and gift certificates. More than 185 players attended
the event which had some teams starting in the afternoon due to the large amount of participation. Players were treated to breakfast,
lunch and refreshments after their game at the course’s covered pavilion.
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Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees

DRILL SERGEANTS OF THE CYCLE

Staff Sgt. Tyree
White
Alpha Company
3rd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment

Staff Sgt.
Kreshonda Smith
Bravo Company
3rd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment

Staff Sgt. Taylor
Wilson
Charlie Company
3rd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Jimmie Baker

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Aaliyah
Robinson

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Noah Hammett

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Spc. Sara Polinski

WHITE

SMITH

WILSON

Staff Sgt. Michael
Gulley
Delta Company
3rd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment

Sgt. 1st Class
Irvin Landa
Echo Company
3rd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Jennylyn Candia

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Shanese
Rodriguez

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Victoria Florea

GULLEY

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Harmon Steen

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Demetrius Bryant

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Wayne
Simmons

LANDA

Changes

This
We'll

DEFEND

5) The Department of Veterans Affairs will continue
      U $      $   
  U " "" U$   Continued from Page 8
vices available to service members and veterans.
_]) $ *     Q   
Pre-separation counseling covers by-law information to $            
 $          $ - from the current three-day DOL employment workshop.
sitioning service members. Caregivers and spouses are espeThe new changes with TAP also include a service memcially encouraged to attend pre-separation counseling with ber election of two days of instruction; these include the:
their service member.
*L &  )  *L U    )  *L*
4) The DOD Transition Day follows pre-separation Education Track and the Small Business Administration En              - trepreneurship Track. Transitioning service members must
bers. This portion of TAP includes curriculum modules on      $     $ 
building resilience by service members managing their own
 ")+       
      )        
    
 )              
               which commanders verify achievement of career readiness
                  $ ")+           =6
     Q 
days before separation or released from active duty. CapOctober 10, 2019
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stone remains the culminating event for TAP.
While certain changes to DOD TAP are standard across
            # 
the mandatory portions of TAP based on their service cul      Q        )       $    
TAP is encouraged to be completed over the course of the
^_`     "{          
       )+    
           $   
     #       
#      $      *L*X          
their transition.
)    )+    $  
 *L*)+  $  (      pate that the site will be updated soon. For more information
   )+  $      
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Photo by THOMAS BRADING, ARMY NEWS SERVICE

Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Holliday stands outside the U.S. Army Drill Sergeant Academy Sept. 27. Holliday is a deputy senior drill sergeant leader and is one of
the currently longest serving trainers at the academy.

Beacon of Army Values: What today’s drill sergeant represents
By THOMAS BRADING
Army News Service
Being “under the hat” means more than just breaking
someone down – it’s about the process of building them up.
Today’s “drill sergeant” is someone who coaches, counsels,
mentors, and transforms civilians into combat-ready Soldiers,
says a drill sergeant instructor.
For many, whether you’ve left basic training last month
or 20 years ago, seeing a drill sergeant can still grab your attention.
Some may think of the constant professional, who dons a
“brown round” campaign hat and is a beacon of excellence
for all initial-entry training. Others may think of the ones de  (          ing from the shadows of Army posts, with veins popping from
their necks as they scream at new recruits.
The intensity commonly attributed to a drill sergeant’s
Page 16

temper is “just a switch you turn on,” joked Sgt. 1st Class
Joseph Holliday, drill sergeant leader at the U.S. Army Drill
Sergeant Academy. But, there’s no “on or off switch” for exemplifying the Warrior Ethos and living by the Army values,
he added.
Whether he’s at the gas station or on base at Fort Jackson,
or grocery shopping with his Family, Holliday understands
when the general public “sees the hat,” they see the Army’s
gatekeeper. “They see a professional with overall command
presence.”
Holliday, a native of Bardstown, Kentucky, started his
Army career as a reservist in the Blue Grass State. He was
originally part of the 475th Transportation Detachment as an
88M – Motor Transportation Operator. That road led him on
two deployments, to Iraq in 2007 and Afghanistan in 2010.
Wanting to make the Army a full-time career, Holliday applied for, and was accepted into, the Active Guard Reserve
program, a federal program that offers full-time jobs in partThe Fort Jackson Leader

time services, such as the Army Reserve.
After he spoke with friends who were drill sergeants, Holliday liked what he heard and volunteered to become a candidate in 2014. Shortly after, he was off to the academy at Fort
Jackson to earn his own campaign hat.
“The drill sergeant leaders were everything I thought
they’d be,” he said, regarding his time as a candidate. “They
were subject-matter experts in everything they talked to us
$  )      
   
who knew how to lead their peers to become drill sergeants
themselves.”
After graduation in 2015, Holliday earned his drill sergeant badge and went on to become an instructor at the CONUS Replacement Center at Fort Bliss, Texas. There, he prepared individuals and small groups of Soldiers, contractors,
and government civilians for upcoming deployments.

See VALUES: Page 17
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Values
Continued from Page 16
“I quickly learned how important, and overwhelming, it
was to be a subject-matter expert in everything,” he said.
“But, (as an instructor,) it’s good to always refresh yourself
         $     ways change.”
In an ever-adapting Army, Holliday has been on the frontlines of those changes for years. But one constant that doesn’t
change, he said, is what the hat and badge represent – an expert in all warrior tasks and battle drills.
“If a trainee asks you something, you have to always be
ready,” he said. “Because they have no knowledge other than
you to base anything off of. You have to be the Soldier’s Soldier, at all times.”
After his stint at Fort Bliss, Holliday returned to the U.S.
Army Drill Sergeant Academy, this time as an instructor. Today, with more than four years under his hat, he’s been at the
academy longer than “just about” anyone, he said.
Stepping back into the school, Holliday felt a heavy weight
on his shoulders. He could see the words “This we’ll defend”
etched into the dorm building, facing the drill pad. He knew
            
        $  $  geant since 1958.
“Drill sergeant candidates look at us for who a drill sergeant is [supposed to be],” he said. “There’s no ‘off days’ in
this environment, you have to be your best at all times.”
Today, he’s a drill sergeant leader at the school. His job
handles “the bullets and beans” of his platoon, he joked. In
short, Holliday ensures drill sergeant leaders have everything
needed to accomplish their mission of training candidates.
The academy’s curriculum mirrors Basic Combat Training, week by week, in a similar environment to help selected
candidates “get in the mindset” of BCT, he said. The candidates live like trainees, down to wearing water canteen belts,
marching to and from places, and sleeping in bunks.
“Our training environment brings (candidates) back to basics,” Holliday said. “Some Soldiers tend to get more relaxed
in the regular Army, and lose some disciplines such as drill,
standing in position of attention, or going to parade rest when
        
  %
After the academy, candidates are entrusted with forging

S.R. Anderson, Attorney At Law
Former JAG Officer
In private practice in Columbia 35 years.
Free initial consultation.
Divorce, Adoption, Legal Separation,
Probate, Wills, Auto Accidents.

Call (803) 252-2828.
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Photo by THOMAS BRADING, ARMY NEWS SERVICE

Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Holliday instructs drill sergeant candidates outside the U.S. Army Drill Sergeant
Academy Sept. 27. Holliday is a deputy senior drill sergeant leader, and is one of the currently longest
serving trainers at the Academy.
the Army’s newest Soldiers.
“The NCOs who leave here learn that they’re not training
Soldiers anymore, they’re training civilians to become Soldiers,” Holliday said, adding that “it’s not always easy.”
The transition from civilian to Soldier has its share of
“hard cases,” he said. “Sometimes they’re in it for the money,
the school, or they just didn’t have any other options. When
those cases come along, and you’re able to inspire them, so
by the end of BCT they’re ‘all Army’ and that’s all they want
to be – Army. That’s the most rewarding part of being a drill
sergeant.
“If a [trainee] is not responding how the Army wants them
to, a good drill sergeant knows when it’s time use a different
method of training.”

Being a drill sergeant, he said, isn’t always like the movies
or the funny videos people post online.
“Nobody posts videos of those moments when a drill sergeant, who’s been unable to help a trainee qualify for their
weapon gets through to them and teaches them everything
   $       % 
People don’t see those countless moments of drill sergeants, he added, when they coach, counsel, and mentor Soldiers at the beginning of their Army journey.
(For more information on becoming a drill sergeant, contact your chain of command or review Army Regulation 615200 and Army Training and Doctrine Command Regulation
350-16 to see if you’re eligible.)

Deborah Dawson
Realtor

How Can I Serve You?
Let’s Talk!

803.873.8949
Deborah.Dawson@cbcarolinas.com
DeborahDawsonRealtor.com
The Fort Jackson Leader

Specializes in Volvo & Mercedes
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Master fitness trainers help increase readiness, lower profiles
By THOMAS BRADING
Army News Service
Master Fitness Training instructors work tirelessly to coach
Soldiers from across the Army in developing new ways to prepare them for combat, while in the process, helping increase
         6      >  
L  { 
   $       
   X   X+ ;  X    
        
$      X         
school, and sent a questionnaire to understand the school’s ef   
X           
“What I started seeing was that trainers were increasing
     % ) "       $+)      $  "| 
          
  %
                               $    

6   (      "       
         | 
          %
That said, the responses were useful and answered his
Q  "              
a better understanding of how worthwhile their program is,
 { $ ;  )        
     $$ 
X    $        L  $ /6/6 
{;)          
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            X   
from around the Army to develop physical programs to bring
$     "     X     
          {;)      
          
                       %  $      +)X diers were forced to “run four days out of the week and ruck

%   |          
X     
( )  |  +)      
  | $ X           
  
   |        )
should think) Okay, I have a training event nine weeks from
now – where we’re going to enter a building and clear room –
how do we physically, and safely prepare for this?”
)         
“These days, we have better knowledge to increase overall
       %  ; ness Training instructors) are doing their best to implement
  ]    %
                
of each individual Soldier and the unique needs required to be
    $  
           |  | 
$  %   "  {;)  
corner, it seems like that’s the mindset that’s important, be     Q  %

See FITNESS: Page 22

FREE Initial Consultation
r"EPQUJPOT
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r$VTUPEZ
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Bonnie P. Horn

Horn
Law
Firm
Bonnie P. Horn

We care for the unique
needs of children like no
other practice.
Kids and parents love our fun
atmosphere and friendly staff
whose sole focus is helping children
to learn healthy dental care.

Attorney at Law

1215 Elmwood Avenue
(803) 252-HORN (4676)

Dr. Felicia L. Goins
Dr. Lisbeth W. Poag
Dr. B. Brian Han
7701 Trenholm Road ExColumbia, SC 29223

(803) 736-6000

www.carolinachildrensdentistry.com
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Commentary: My name is domestic violence
By SHENITHA SHIVER
Army Community Service

the streets, they laugh with me, share their
life stories with me and even trust me with
their lives. They often will put their own
Hello, I am a silent yet deadly killer, I reputation on the line for my honor; they
know no names and I am not biased to age, see me as gentle, kind and an upright pergender or social class. People often get son.
I know you are wondering who I am.
me confused with a security blanket, being powerful, harmless, loving and caring. Well I shared with you how people perPeople look for me in the most obvious ceive me, but let me tell you a little about
places, but they don’t know I am the best myself. I love to strip power from people
kept secret. You can say I am below the ra- and degrade them. Because of my own
dar, with special skills, techniques, money, shame, hurt, pain and low self-esteem; I
   $  "     enjoy sharing these emotions with others.
very well. People smile at me all day in At times I become controlling, aggressive

and hurt the people who love me. Often
times I show no mercy in my attack, yet I
am forgiving for the pain, destruction and
devastation I have caused. People try to label me and understand me; they often say
I am a vicious cycle, but sometimes I am
unpredictable. One day I may attack you
with my words, while others days I may
simply intimidate you. I have been known
          "
will torture you for a period of time before
"#    " 
    $ [ 
not I will tell you: Domestic Violence.

“

People try to label me
and understand me;
they often say I am
a vicious cycle, but
sometimes I am unpredictable.

”

For Advertising Information Contact:

Lose Inches

bgreenway@chronicle-independent.com

Herbal Body Wraps!
Facials, Body Massages, Inch Loss Wraps, Waxing.
The Most Trusted
    

Let us
serve you.

Great deals on web page!
     

4700 Forest Dr., Suite 201 (1.7 miles from Gate 2)
(803) 738-0903
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Today!
Betsy
Greenway

www.europeanskinandhair.net

Ask how we can help our military members save on their real estate costs.

www.TeamCampbellRE.com
Chris Campbell
803.622.8644
Chris@TeamCampbellRE.com

Bonnie Campbell
803.673.7591
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Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

“2-Night Free Vacation!”
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800 - 700 - BOAT
(2628)
(2628)

www.boatangel.com
sponsored by boat angel outreach centers

STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
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Photos by ALEXANDRA SHEA

Soldiers, civilians and their Families light candle during a vigil to raise awareness about domestic violence Oct. 8 at the Main Post Chapel. During the vigil
attendees heard the story of a male Soldier who was a victim of abuse, a rendition of the song ‘Lean On Me’ and the ceremonial lighting of the candles.
civilians and Family members. Those resources
included the behavioral health clinic at Mon    {   {  
X             
Continued from Page 3
OneSource. The National Domestic Violence
hotline can be reached at (800) 799-7233.
Vasser explained how one in nine men are
X  U         
victims of domestic violence but suffer in si- has since married Jennifer Vasser, a close friend
lence because they fear the stigmas that question who helped him recover from his stabbing and
a man’s masculinity. He hopes to decrease that legal battles. The two share a healthy relationnumber by coming forward to share his story ship and lifestyle and welcomed the birth of
during the vigil.
their son four months ago. Both are also advoX         cates of abuse awareness and Vasser said he is
been in or know someone who has been a vic- always available to listen and speak with those
tim of domestic violence. No one should have to dealing with abuse.
live in fear of domestic abuse,” said Col. John
“I couldn’t be prouder,” Jennifer Vasser said
“Wes” Hankins, Fort Jackson garrison com- of her husband telling his story during the vigil.
mander. “Unfortunately, too many people do (      " 
suffer in silence. By working together we can can reach a lot of people.”
         ;  
If you or someone you know is a victim of
violence.”
domestic violence, help is available through the
Hankins, along with Vasser, called attend- ;  
+  )    
ees to be vigilant in recognizing warning signs Monday to Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
such as unexplained bruising and steadily be- and can be reached at 751-5256. Staff can be
coming withdrawn from Family and friends. reached 24/7 by calling (803) 429-4870.
They also spoke to those who may be suffering
“If you’re going through it, please stop it befrom abuse and to seek help.
fore it gets worse,” Vasser said. “It would burn
Resources are available across the installa- me up if I knew someone became a fatality.
tion and are available at all times to Soldiers, There are ways to get through it.”

Story

Page 20

The Fort Jackson Leader

Pvt. 1st Class Eric Vasser, Jr., with 4th Battalion,
39th Infantry Regiment,
holds up the pants he
was wearing the night
he was stabbed by his
first wife. Vasser told
his story of domestic
violence during the 2019
Candlelight Vigil for Domestic Violence Awareness Oct. 9 at the Main
Post Chapel. Vasser was
stabbed in the leg and
abdomen and required
two surgeries to repair
the damages the stabbing caused. He spoke
about the event in
hopes to help end the
stigma of men speaking
out about abuse and to
ask others to be vigilant
about abuse warning
signs and to seek help
for those experiencing
abuse.
October 10, 2019
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Announcements

Help Wanted

For Your Information

Now Hiring A Logistics Dispatcher. Please call 803-936-0148.
Retirees Welcome.
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Real Estate
Homes For Sale
1101 Haven Dr - $169,900
3 BR 2 BA Brick Home
      >
Convenient to Ft. Jackson and
VA Hospital, Carport, Detached
Garage w/ Workshop, Large
Fenced Back Yard. Please call or
text Chris at 803-622-8644
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Cars/Trucks/Vans
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Home Repairs & Improvement
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CAYCE/WEST COLUMBIA
914 N. Lucas Street
107 Elm Creek Drive

Help Wanted
REPORTER
Camden Media Company
has an opening
for on-post work at
The Fort Jackson Leader.
Military experience a plus.
Must have writing samples.
Email resume to:
mmischner@chronicle-independent.
com

950

42.5 $1675

DOWNTOWN
900 S. Stadium Rd., #N414 2/2
1100 Bluff Road, #510
3/3
824 Meadow Street
3/2

$

1600
1750
1550

$
$

GASTON/PELION/SWANSEA
$

825

3/1

HOPKINS
820 White Fawn Drive
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2.1 million readers. Call Alanna
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2/1.5

CHAPIN

1916 Capitol View

Drivers Wanted

Please put
Reporter Position in Subject
Line

The Fort Jackson Leader
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3/2

$

1275

IRMO/ST. ANDREWS
1416 Cactus Avenue

3/2.5

$

975

LEXINGTON
216 Condor Route
416 Cape Jasmine Way

3/1.5 $875
4/2.5 $1325

NORTHEAST
108 Bliss Lane
101 Chatham Trace

4/3.5 $1275
3/2 $1100

ROSEWOOD/ SHANDON
320 S. Beltline Blvd., #33H
1844 Tall Pines Circle
1909 Tall Pines #4
448 Deerwood #10-E
1908 Tall Pines #6
1908 Tall Pines #4
1919 Tall Pines #C

2/1
3/1.5
2/1.5
2/2
2/2
1/1
2/1.5

$

950
800
675
$
850
$
700
$
575
$
725
$
$

www.landmarkresources.biz

1516 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201

803-988-0097

rentals@landmarkresources.biz
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Photo by THOMAS BRADING, ARMY NEWS SERVICE

Sgt. 1st Class Jonathan Fennell, U.S. Army Physical Fitness School instructor, dead-lifts in the gym of the fitness school, at Fort Jackson, South Carolina,
Sept. 25. Fennell, along with other instructors, are tasked with training Soldiers all things related to the Army’s physical readiness training.

Fitness
Continued from Page 18
Komes added, it’s vital for trainers to know their Soldiers
and know what they need to be successful on the ACFT.
“Our trainers understand that we have to physically
prepare individuals to complete the Army’s mission,” he
added. “It’s very humbling for us to give Soldiers, from
all three components of the Army, the tools to succeed because the folks who leave here go back to those individual
Soldiers.”
“Everyone is different,” he said. “Some Soldiers could
be attached to National Guard units, and implementing a
PT program once a month is challenging, or they could be
military police and work odd shifts.”
Being able to “crack the code and see the challenges
from different perspectives” is a daily task the trainers and
Page 22

             ness trainer all the way down to the platoon level” would
$  (        
only reach the company level, for active duty.
“We already know each individual is different, but each
individual platoon is different, too,” he said. “Each platoon
is training for a different goal.”
)           
 {     $      
with a wealth of knowledge, and look at essential task list
and identify the most daunting task and develop a physical
   $           
performance.”
          /6:/
the ACFT wasn’t a thought on anyone’s mind. Today, it
  $     
This change leaves the instructors with a large responsibility on their backs – to ensure the force is ready. But, it’s
a responsibility they carry with pride, he said.
“When we conduct MFT training, we ensure each certiThe Fort Jackson Leader

       %                 
“They’re out there, they’re already in units, and hope      $  %
Komes said.
For Soldiers uneasy with the ACFT, Komes recommends
           
who it is through their chain of command.
The Master Fitness Training Course is broken into two
     _6       
76-hour in-residence phase. The curriculum covers everything from exercise science, PT program design, leadership,

     
    grams, aligned with current Army doctrine and regulations.
After graduating from the course, Soldiers are equipped
to advise units on physical readiness issues and monitor unit
and individual physical readiness programs.
(For more information on becoming a Master Fitness
Trainer, contact your chain of command.)
October 10, 2019
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“Our fixed-price menu features hand-cut beef,
poultry, pork and lamb served tableside.
The salad buffet selection,
which includes fresh seafood and sushi,
rivals any other in the Carolinas.
We invite you to come enjoy the feast.”
DINING ROOM: MONDAY - FRIDAY 5PM - 10PM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 4PM - 10PM
HAPPY HOUR MONDAY - FRIDAY 5PM - 7PM
CATERING AVAILABLE

SPECIAL OFFER
20% OFF DINNER FEAST
MUST PRESENT AD TO RECEIVE SPECIAL OFFER. EXPIRES

O C T O B E R 3 1 S T, 2 0 1 9

1 C O U P O N P E R C H E C K . D I N E I N O N LY. D I S C O U N T N O T VA L I D O N B E V E R A G E S , D E S S E RT, TA X O R G R AT U I T Y.
N O T VA L I D W I T H A N Y O T H E R D I S C O U N T, P R O M O T I O N O R C O U P O N . N O T VA L I D W I T H L A D I E S N I G H T D I S C O U N T.

South Carolina’s Premier Churrascaria
410 Columbiana Dr. / Columbia, SC / 803.708.3151 / RIOZ.COM
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