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Jackson gets ‘RAD’ with retiree events
Leader Staff Reports
Fort Jackson honored those who served during the annual Retiree Appreciation Days April 29 – May 1. The
retirees were recognized and provided updated information about benefits and services during the three-day long
event.
“Our mission during the RAD is to honor and recognize your service while providing updated information of
available entitlements and services you’ve earned and deserve,” said Garrison Commander, Col. John “Wes” Hankins, in a recorded statement to retirees, which kicked off
the virtual part of the event April 29. “Your service to our
nation forged the path and laid the foundation that enables
us in uniform to serve with pride as we work to maintain
our country’s freedom.”
He added the RAD had a little different look than previous years since pandemic precautions forced some of the
events online (like his video address) instead of in person.
Those events started April 29 with retirees being bused
to Hilton Field to watch a Basic Combat Training graduation. This year they were not allowed to march in formation as they had done in years previous.
On April 30, the Fort Jackson Golf Club hosted a golf
tournament in their honor; the Exchange and Commissary
held retiree specific events; and the Soldier for Life - Retirement Services Office held a Retiree Watch Party to
give updates on services and benefits.
The RAD was rounded out May 1 with a Retiree Health
and Drive Thru Expo where retirees could receive COVID
vaccinations, blood pressure screening and health counseling. Finally, the event ended with Victory Bingo hosting a Retiree Day Special Session.
To view the Retiree Appreciation Day videos visit:
www.facebook.com/USArmyGarrisonFortJackson.

Photo by LATRICE LANGSTON
Retirees read the April 28 issue of the Leader as they sit in the Hilton Field bleachers before the start of the
1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment’s Basic Combat Training graduation April 29. The graduation was the
first of three full days of retiree-focused events across the installation.
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Paramedics
with Fort Jackson Emergency Medical Services
prepare to
load a notional
casualty into
an ambulance
during an exercise May 4.
– PAGE 13
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Photos by JOSIE CARLSON

Acting Under Secretary of the Army, Christopher Lowman gives a coin to a distinguished Soldier of the cycle following the 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment’s Basic Combat Training graduation ceremony at Hilton Field April 29.

Acting Army Under Secretary
speaks to graduating Soldiers
By JOSIE CARLSON
Fort Jackson Leader
It was a big day for Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment. Not only were they
graduating from Basic Combat Training but many
had family members in attendance.
“Today marks a great day for the 193rd Brigade, the battalion and the Army Training Center,
not only do we get to welcome over 650 new warriors to our ranks, for the first time in over a year
we do so in front of a live audience,” said Lt. Col.
Terrence Soule, 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment commander.
This is the second graduation to allow guests
since the installation switched to virtual graduations last year.
Soule went on to introduce the guest speaker,
Acting Under Secretary of the Army, Christopher
Lowman. “…we appreciate you taking time out of
your busy schedule to attend today’s ceremony,”

May 6, 2021

Soule said. “Sir we’re honored by your presence.”
Lowman started his military career as a U.S.
Marine in 1984 and entered the Army Civil Service as an Army Maintenance Management Intern
in 1989. He has worked in numerous key assignments during more than 30 years of service.
Lowman became the senior official performing
the duties of Acting Under Secretary of the Army
on Jan. 20, 2021. As the Acting Under Secretary
of the Army, Lowman is the Secretary of the Army’s senior civilian assistant and principal adviser
on matters related to the management and operation of the Army.
“I want to recognize all of you, the trainees and
thank you for enlisting in our Army and joining
what is the greatest fighting force in the world today … With a couple of differences, I stood where
you stand today. My parade field was at Parris Island, South Carolina,” Lowman said.

See SPEAKS: Page 9
The Fort Jackson Leader

Acting Under Secretary of the Army Christopher Lowman speaks at
the 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment’s Basic Combat Training
graduation ceremony at Hilton Field April 29.
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Benjamin Haigh, a paramedic with Emergency Medical Services, loads the notional casualty into the back of an ambulance at the conclusion of a heat casualty drill April 28 at the Noncommissioned Officers Academy on post.

Post conducts emergency heat training
By JOSIE CARLSON
Fort Jackson Leader
Anyone who has spent even one summer in
the Palmetto State knows how incredibly hot
it gets and how tempting it is to stay inside,
at least if you have air conditioning. However
for the Army, training must press on, and that
means everyone must be prepared.
Every year, Fort Jackson’s Directorate of
Emergency Services conducts heat casualty
drills to ensure emergency medical services
are able to respond to any incident that may
occur during hot weather.
On the morning of April 28, Soldier Support Institute tested their own preparedness
for an occurrence at one of their training sites.
“The SSI commander has asked the schools
in SSI to validate their emergency responses
for their particular training sites,” said Vanita
Page 4

Fiedler, Safety and Occupational Health Manager for SSI. “This is the Noncommissioned
Officer Academy’s physical training site so
it’s a good opportunity for us to piggy back off
of what Fort Jackson has already had planned
to validate our Emergency Medical Service
responses and our emergency plans for any
injuries.”
At 6:30 a.m. 1st Sgt. David Little, NCOA,
made the call, “Exercise, Exercise, Exercise,
Heat Stroke casualty at Lee Road and Hampton Parkway Water Tower PT Track.”
Little and Sgt. 1st Class Maria Hernandez,
SSI, waited as EMS responded and navigated
their way to the notional casualty.
“We’re exercising our emergency responses and ensuring that we’re ready for the upcoming summer,” said Staff Sgt. Christopher
Fitzpatrick, who was onsite to watch the exercise.
The Fort Jackson Leader

Equipment and a notional casualty are set up for the heat casualty drill at
the Noncommissioned Officers Academy’s physical training site April 28.
May 6, 2021
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Bayonet Brigade greets new CSM
By ROBERT TIMMONS
Fort Jackson Public Affairs
“Changes of responsibility give us a chance to
recognize the accomplishments of not only the individual but also of the organization,” said Col. Mark
Huhtanen, 193rd Infantry Brigade commander, during his unit’s change of responsibility ceremony May
3. “While we are sad to see those that have made such
an impact on our organizations go, it does allow us to
reflect and set goals for the future.”
Huhtanen presided over the ceremony held on Victory Field, where Command Sgt. Maj. Travis J. Wirth
assumed responsibility for the brigade from Command Sgt. Maj. Raymond Butler.
The brigade has a long and distinguished history
starting in 1922. It played an important role in the battle of the Ruhr pocket during World War II, and during the invasion of Panama in 1989. The unit started
training on Fort Jackson in January 2007.
While he bid fareCOULDN’T
well to Butler, who he
HAVE HOPED
called a “team player” who gave his all,
FOR A BETTER
Huhtanen welcomed
MAN TO GIVE
Wirth into the brigade’s
leadership team.
THE REINS TO.
“As it saddens me to
Command Sgt. Maj.
see Sgt. Maj. and (his
Raymond Butler
wife) Jamie Butler go,
the Army has made sure we will not be lost,” he said
during the ceremony. Wirth is no stranger to the brigade, he said noting he comes as a “proven leader.”
Wirth was the senior enlisted leader for 2nd Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment before taking the brigade’s top enlisted position. “He brings with him his
experiences from Fort Benning (Georgia) and Fort
Riley (Kansas). He has multiple deployments and a
quiet professionalism that makes me realize we are
in good hands.”
Butler agreed.
“Command Sgt. Maj. Wirth, congrats, I couldn’t
have hoped for a better man to give the reins to,” he
said to his successor during the ceremony. “You and
Col. Huhtanen will take the brigade to the next level.”
Wirth said he was ready for the challenge.
“I understand the challenges, demands, sacrifices
or rewards that come with this important mission,”
said the Detroit Lakes, Minnesota native during the
ceremony. “All I ask of you is to continue to uphold
the standards and train America’s most precious resource. I’m excited to be part of the bayonet family
and look forward to working for all of you.”

See BAYONET: Page 16
May 6, 2021

Photo by ROBERT TIMMONS

Command Sgt. Maj. Travis J. Wirth, senior enlisted leader for the 193rd Infantry Brigade, receives the unit
colors from the brigade’s commander Col. Mark Huhtanen during a change of responsibility ceremony May
3 at Victory Field. Wirth assumed responsibility for the brigade from Command Sgt. Maj. Raymond A. Butler.
The Fort Jackson Leader
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Soldier goes from religious affairs specialist to chaplain
By MEL SLATER
Chaplain School Public Affairs
A former enlisted cadre member at the school was one of
the 98 graduates when the U.S. Army Chaplain Center and
School held a graduation for Chaplain Basic Officer Leader
Course 21-001 April 22.
Chaplain candidate (2nd Lt.) Christopher Nance is in the
minister training program with his home church Old Pilgrim
Missionary Baptist Church under his pastor Terry Norman.
He is scheduled to be a licensed preacher in December 2021.
He is endorsed by National Baptist Convention.
Overall he says his CHBOLC experience was great.
“I took some advice from past CHBOLC students to enjoy
my CHBOLC experience,” Nance said. “I am enjoying the
moments with my classmates. Mostly my squad,
I AM STILL
and with a few others I
have formed a circle of
TRYING
trust. We have made plans
TO FIGURE
to stay connected with
each other once we depart
EVERYTHING
ways.”
OUT. IT IS ALL
He shared why he wanted to become an Army
STILL NEW TO
Chaplain.
ME.
“I am called by God to
serve God and Soldiers. I
believed my life experiences will bring great val2ND LT.
ue to the Army Chaplaincy.
CHRISTOPHER NANCE
I am gifted in ministering
to Soldiers and building
relationships with people,”
Nance said. “I have a great relationship with the Lord. I truly
believed God is going to use me to do great things for the
Army and on the civilian side as well. I have love and compassion for Soldiers and people. I have interpersonal skills
connecting with people. It’s what I love to do.”
Members of the school’s cadre were pleased he got the
opportunity to join the chaplain ranks.
“When I arrived to the Chaplain School, then Sgt. 1st
Class Nance was serving in the Initial Military Training section as the senior platoon sergeant. He was dedicated to the
success of the mission, as he performed the duties of four
NCOs” during his class’s capstone exercise, said Chap. (Lt.
Col.) Pinkie Fischer, the former Chaplain School IMT Chief.
“Little did anyone on the team know that within his heart,
he desired to be a chaplain. Nance was very instrumental in
helping to shape over 370 students to become chaplains. This
was now his time to be that student.”
Nance enlisted in the South Carolina Army National
Guard in 2002 as a religious affairs specialist. He served in
that position for 18 years and finished as a sergeant first class.
His last enlisted assignment was on active duty for two and a
half years at the Chaplain School as a CHBOLC platoon sergeant, CHBOLC NCOIC and Initial Military Training operations NCO. He was commissioned as a second lieutenant in
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U.S. Army Chaplain Center and School Training Director, Chap. (Col.) Dennis Hysom pins the Chaplain
Corps Regimental Crest on Chaplain Candidate (2nd Lt.) Christopher Nance during a ceremony after
CHBOLC students completed their capstone exercise at Fort Jackson on April 16.
the fall of 2020 and currently serves with the SCARNG as a
chaplain candidate at Joint Force Headquarters in Columbia.
He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management from Limestone College, in Gaffney South Carolina. He is currently enrolled in the Master of Divinity program with Erskine Theological Seminary in Due West, South
Carolina.
Although he doesn’t see much difference, the transition to
becoming an officer and even more an Army Chaplain is one
that is familiar and yet provides a different perspective that
may require some adjustment.
“I am still trying to figure everything out. It is all still new
to me. I have about two years left in seminary. Two years will
give me time to come up with a plan,” Nance said.
One major difference he has taken notice of is that he is
now a noncombatant. As a chaplain he will no longer carry
a weapon. He must now rely on the skillset of the religious
affairs specialist he will be teamed with as part of the Unit
Ministry Team. He knows that from experience.

The Fort Jackson Leader

“Having prior knowledge of what a Unit Ministry Team
does will help my transition a lot easier in the Army. Having
prior service as a religious affairs specialist will allow me
to become more effective and more efficient as a chaplain,”
Nance said. “It is a team effort on both ends. Treat the religious affairs specialist with dignity and respect. Empower
them to make decisions and they should know that they have
a voice as well.”
The Army continues to have a need to fill the chaplain
ranks. Nance has a few words for those who may be considering the Army Chaplaincy.
“If you know that God has called you to the chaplaincy,
then it makes sense to do it. The chaplaincy needs Former
pastors and preachers,” Nance said. “But the Army is not
made for everyone. You have to be deeply grounded in your
faith tradition to handle the things that the Army Chaplain
will experience.”
For more information on becoming an Army Chaplain,
visit https:www.goarmy.com/chaplain.
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Community Updates
Heise Pond. Paint a lovely picture while enANNOUNCEMENTS
joying a refreshing beverage. Our instrucS.C. Retiree Bulletin
The Fort Jackson Retiree Bulletin can be tor will guide you step-by-step through an
accessed on the Fort Jackson website at acrylic painting that is yours to keep. Outdoor
https://home.army.mil/jackson/index.php/ Recreation will provide all painting supplies
about/Garrison/directorate-human-resourc- and brunch snacks. Artists will meet at Fort
es/military-personnel-division/sfl-rso. Retir- Jackson’s Alpine Lodge located by Heise
ees can request a copy of the Retiree Bul- Pond. Parking is available on site. For more
letin by e-mail or regular mail by contacting information, call Marion Street Station at
the Retirement Services Officer at 751-5523. 751-3484 or email usarmy.jackson.id-training.mbx.mwr-odr@mail.mil.
Reporting Abuse
Every Soldier and member of the military SUNDAY
community should report information about Moms bowl free
known and suspected cases of spouse 5-8 p.m. Century Lanes. Moms bowl free at
abuse to include intimate partner violence the Century Lanes from 5-8 p.m. on Mother’s
and child abuse to the Fort Jackson Reporting Day. For more information, call 751-6990.
Point of Contact (military police). The 24-hour
report line is 751- 3113. If you would like to TUESDAY
schedule a “Healthy Relationship” training or Money & Mindsets Webinar
talk to a Domestic Abuse Victim Advocate, call 1:30 p.m. – 2.30 p.m. DFMWR/Army Community Service (ACS) Financial Readiness
the 24-hour response line at (803) 429-4870.
Program in partnership with the Ready &
Resilient Performance Center will host a
Post Newcomers Orientation
9 a.m., Post Theater, 1st Thursday of every “Money & Mindsets” webinar. This webinar
month (except federal holidays). The orienta- will dive into an individual’s mindset regardtion is mandatory for all Soldiers and required ing managing money, effective self-talk, and
for all Department of the Army Civilians arriv- goal setting. This is a great opportunity to
ing to Fort Jackson. It is a great opportunity learn about self-motivation, setting and
for spouses to receive first-hand information achieving goals that will help you improve
about the valuable resources on and around the management of your personal finances
Fort Jackson. Please note, everyone in atten- and achieving financial goals. Registration is
dance will be required to wear a face mask required. For more information, or to register,
and will adhere to safe social distancing prac- call 751-5256.
tices. For more information, call Army ComMAY 15
munity Service at 751-5256.
Privately-owned Weapons Range Day
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aachen Range. With huntAAFES hiring
Army & Air Force Exchange Service is hiring. ing season approaching, Outdoor RecreJoin the AAFES family by applying at applym- ation will open Aachen Range for privately
yexchange.com. For more information, call owned weapons use. Come out and zero
your hunting rifles or knock the dust off your
803) 782-7739 ext. 123 or 121.
shooting skills. Patrons may shoot rifle or
pistol at a day or hourly rate. An adult must
Community Resource Guide
Searching for Fort Jackson resources? The accompany patrons under 17 years old. For
installation has a Community Resource more information, contact the Marion Street
Guide at: https://crg.amedd.army.mil/guides/ Station at 751-3484.
tradoc/jackson/Pages/
MAY 20
Love and Money Matters Webinar
COMMUNITY EVENTS
5 -7 p.m. The Installation Chaplain’s Office.
SATURDAY
in partnership with DFMWR/Army CommuniPaint and Sip
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Alpine Lodge at ty Service will host a webinar to teach effec-

tive communication strategies and address
common money issues in relationships.
Learn to set SMART goals as a couple that
can lead to wealth building and a stronger relationship. Registration is required. For more
information or to register, call 751-5256.
MAY 21
CG Golf Tournament
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fort Jackson Golf Club.
The Commanding General’s Golf Tournament will be a Captain’s Choice Tournament
with prizes and awards. The tournament will
be open to all Fort Jackson Golf Course and
guests. There will be 32 teams for a total of
128 players. For more information call (803)
787-4437.
JUNE 7-30
StoryWalk at Patriots Park
Sunrise to Sunset. Patriots Park. Outdoor
recreation and the Post Library host a StoryWalk in Patriots Park June 7-30. Follow
the story pages of a select novel by walking
through a course lined with excerpts from the
book. For more information, call 751-6990.

SEND ALL
SUBMISSIONS TO
FJLeader@gmail.com
Deadline for events to be
included in the calendar or
Happenings is one week before
publication. Include the time,
date and place the event will occur, as well as other necessary
information.
If you submit an article on an
event that already has taken
place, please send it as soon
as possible. Tuesday is the
last day we will we be able to
accept an article for publication
the following Thursday. Include
the date and place of the event,
as well as a description of what
took place. Please include quotations, if possible.
With any photo you submit,
include IDs — rank, unit, and
first and last names. Questions?

JUNE 15
Garrison Change of Command
11 a.m. Victory Hall. Col. John “Wes” Hankins will relinquish command of USAG Fort JUNE 19
Jackson to Col. Ryan M. Hanson during a Outdoor Rock Painting
change of command ceremony at 11 a.m. 10-11 a.m. June 19. Thomas Lee Hill Library.
June 15.
Come paint your very own rock and then you
can choose to keep it or hide it around Fort
Shred Day
Jackson for others to find. Then keep a look9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 5671 Lee Road. Fort Jack- out for rocks that other people have painted.
son’s Recycling Center will host a Shred Day All supplies will be provided. For more inforJune 15 to help the community dispose of mation, call the library at 751-5589.
papers that need shredding. The services
will be open to unit, office, and the personal JUNE 21
needs of the Fort Jackson community. For Coupon Craze Webinar
more information, call 751-4208.
10 – 11 a.m. DFMWR/Army Community
Service will host a Coupon Craze webinar.
JUNE 16
Come learn the art of doubling and tripling
FJ Change of Command
coupons, stacking coupons, price matching
9 a.m. Hilton Field. Brig. Gen. Milford H. and more. Get tips on how to prepare for gro“Beags” Beagle Jr. will relinquish command cery store trips. This is a great opportunity
of Fort Jackson and the Army Training Cen- to learn new strategies, meet other coupon
ter to Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis during users, and share your own ideas. Registraa change of command ceremony at Hilton tion is required. For more information, or to
register, call 751-5256.
Field.

Get your installation services
and post information on the NEW
Digital Garrison app on your
smartphone or tablet
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‘this is my squad’

2nd Battalion,
39th Infantry Regiment

PVT. HANNAH MEFFERT, 18

SPC. COREY KIRK, 27

PVT. CHRISTIAN WILSON, 20

“I joined the Army to serve
my country and pay for my
college education.”
“I imagined Basic Combat
Training to be physically and
mentally challenging.”
“The most challenging part
of BCT was the people. It
was difficult getting used to
so many personalities and
accepting other differences.”
“My MOS is 15U - CH-47 Helicopter Repairer. I
chose this MOS because I enjoy working with my
hands and it’s interesting.”

“My wife, who is currently
serving in the U.S. Air Force
influenced me into joining the Army. Without her
support I would never have
taken on the challenge of
becoming a Soldier.”
“I expected to be challenged physically and emotionally during Basic Combat
Training. I didn’t expect to
make the life long friends that I have.”
“The most difficult part of Basic Combat Training
was the sleep deprivation during the Forge. I’ve
never been so tired and determined in my entire
life.”
“My MOS is 09S – Commissioned Officer Candidate. I chose this MOS because I always wanted to
serve my country and be commissioned in the U.S.
Army.”

“I joined the Army to
provide a better life for my
children.”
“I imagined Basic
Combat Training to be
more challenging. I wasn’t
expecting it to be so much
fun.”
“During BCT, the most
challenging part was not
being able to get everyone
to work as a unified team.”
“My MOS is 89D – Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Specialist. I chose this MOS for the excitement.”

PFC. MADELIN MOSQUEDA, 26

SPC. JERRY MA, 24

PVT. KAYLA LAZARO, 19

Vacaville, California

Compton, California

“I joined the Army to live a
meaningful life filled with new
experiences and growth.”
“I imagined Basic Combat
Training to be physically and
mentally grueling. I expected
to be pushed to my limits
and that every day I would
be built into a Soldier and
shed my civilian weaknesses.”
“The most challenging part of BCT was the physical aspect. I was sore and physically exhausted.”
“My MOS is 74D - Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and Nuclear Specialist. I chose this MOS
because I wanted a challenging and science based
job.”

“I joined the Army to do
something more with my
life. I wanted to contribute
to something bigger and
better than myself.”
“I imagined Basic Combat Training to be difficult,
both physically and mentally. I thought I would be
doing intense exercises at
least twice a day.”
“I found some of the physical aspects to be the
most challenging of BCT. Some of the physical
demands were completely new to me.”
“My MOS is 68W - Combat Medic Specialist. I
chose this MOS because I wanted to help people on
a more personal level. I wanted to do the best I can
in my immediate area.”

“My dad and mom influenced me into joining
the Army. Because of my
parents, I have aspired to
serve my country and make
a better future for myself.”
“I imagined Basic Combat Training to be mentally
and physically challenging. I
knew it would take a strong
individual to maintain military bearing and to work
hard daily.”
“The most challenging parts of BCT was dealing
with the initial change of routine and staying motivated all the time.”
“My MOS is 27D - Paralegal Specialist. I chose this
MOS because it was a new skill to learn.”

Sparland, Illinois

Mesa, Arizona
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Speaks
Continued from Page 3

Photos by JOSIE CARLSON

Acting Under Secretary of the Army, Christopher Lowman speaks during a civilian town hall April 29 at the Post Theater.
Lowman focused the discussions on workforce development, career progression, initiative and leadership.

Career civilian speaks from experience
By JOSIE CARLSON
Fort Jackson Leader
During his visit to Fort Jackson, Acting Under Secretary of the Army Christopher Lowman
held a civilian town hall organized by Fort Jackson’s Garrison.
He also participated in many events including
interacting with Soldiers at the Forge and speaking at the 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry Regiment
Basic Combat Training graduation.
Lowman discussed workforce development,
career progression, initiative and leadership.
“I’m a career civilian. I’ve been with the
Army about 34 years or so,” Lowman said to the
roughly 80 civilians in attendance. “I enlisted in
the Marines right out of high school and then
hired on at the end of that first enlistment. So, I
am one of you, and I’ve been sitting in that seat.
So I want to thank you for taking the time and
allowing me to spend a little bit of time with you An audience member asks Acting Under Secretary of the Army, Christopher Lowthis afternoon.”

man a question during a civilian town hall April 29 at the Post Theater. Roughly
80 civilians from around the installation attended the event facilitated by Deputy
See EXPERIENCE: Page 16 Garrison Commander Mark Cox.
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“It makes no difference whether
you are a Soldier or a Marine, like
many before us and many that will
follow, we chose to undertake this
journey,” he added. “You should be
extremely proud to call yourself a
U.S. Army Soldier.”
Lowman also spoke to the audience about all the Army has accomplished over the last year: Leading
the nation’s response to COVID-19,
protecting protesters’ rights to
peacefully protest, supporting communities across the country in times
of emergency, and lastly continuing
to train and support combat operations despite COVID-19.
“You are joining an incredible
Army and there is nothing like it in
the world.”
Following the graduation Lowman spoke with the distinguished
Soldiers of the cycle.
He also took some time to share
his thoughts on his experience during his visit to Fort Jackson.
“It’s an opportunity to come
down and witness the culmination
of 10 weeks of training – converting
American citizens from all 50 states
and four territories as well as international folks into U.S. Soldiers,
inculcating them in Army values,
and really a demonstration of Army
readiness.”
“At the end of the day people are
the number one priority for the U.S.
Army and it all starts here at Fort
Jackson and similar basic training
sites throughout the country.”

YOU SHOULD BE
EXTREMELY PROUD
TO CALL YOURSELF
A U.S. ARMY
SOLDIER.
Acting Under Secretary
of the Army
Christopher Loman
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Roughly 250 people came out to Heise Pond
May 1 to celebrate the Directorate of Family
and Morale, Welfare and Recreation’s Outdoor Recreation’s 50th Anniversary with a
Youth Fishing Derby. The Directorate of Public Works made sure the three ponds were
stocked with catfish prior to the derby, and
Outdoor Recreation gave prizes for the biggest fish (4.5lbs), five fish total weight (12.1
lbs), and smallest fish (.1 oz).
Courtesy photos
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AROUND THE ARMY

Army leaders encourage Soldiers to get vaccinated
By JOSEPH LACDAN
Army News Service
The Army will resume distribution of the
Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine in
limited capacity, helping the service reach
its goal of vaccinating 80% of the force by
July 4, its top medical officer said recently.
Although the Department of Defense
temporarily paused the distribution of the
Johnson & Johnson vaccine due to possible
adverse reactions on April 13, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration recently recommended the pause be lifted, according to an FDA press release last week.
Lt. Gen. Scott Dingle, the Army’s surgeon general, said during a media event that
no member of the Army has reported experiencing harmful reactions from taking any of
the inoculations. Dingle said he welcomes
the opportunity to continue giving the Johnson & Johnson dose to Soldiers.
“The danger of the COVID-19 disease
clearly outweighs any risk or side effects
from the vaccines,” Dingle said.
The Johnson & Johnson dose accounts
for 149,500 of the 2,328,000 total vaccines
already given by the DOD. As of April 24,
the Army has distributed more than 800,000
COVID-19 vaccines or about 30% of the
Army’s beneficiary population. The service has given 88% of the vaccines it has
received at 82 locations worldwide.
The Army has also now opened availability of the vaccines to all eligible Army
beneficiaries.
“We want full transparency about COVID-19 vaccines so that our beneficiaries and
our Soldiers can make a confident and informed choice about vaccinations,” Dingle
said.
To help meet the rising demand, Dingle
said that Soldiers and beneficiaries can find
information to make appointments to receive the vaccines at any DOD vaccination
site by visiting: https://tricare.mil/vaccineappointments. The website provides a state
by state directory of all vaccination sites
that are currently offering appointments.
Dingle noted that due to limited supply,
the entire force has not yet been offered COVID-19 inoculations.
“Everybody needs more vaccines so they
can vaccinate their Soldiers,” Dingle said.
“We are just getting to that point with the
increased production of the vaccines where
we’ll be able to meet that demand.”
Brig. Gen. Matt Smith, G-3 deputy diPage 12

Photo by JOSIE CARLSON
Pvt. 1st Class Yajaira Becerril, currently in Advanced Individual Training at 369th Adjutant General Battalion, receives her
second dose of the vaccine April 30 at the Solomon Center.
rector of operations, readiness and mobilization, said that the Army encouraged the
DOD to focus distribution of the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine in austere locations in Europe, Africa, Southeast Asia and the Pacific, because the vaccine can be more easily
transported and requires only a single dose.
“It’s fair to say that demand has ebbed
and flowed as the virus has been flown into
different locations,” Smith said. “So when
any geographic area worldwide or in the
United States surges with the virus, we tend
to see, not surprisingly, a surge in demand
for that particular area.”
Dingle, who has been fully vaccinated,
said that he and Command Sgt. Maj. Diamond Hough, Army Medical Command’s
top enlisted leader, have traveled to locations throughout the Army to visit with
commanders, Soldiers and medical professionals. Dingle said that the vaccine remains
The Fort Jackson Leader

optional for Soldiers, but he strongly encourages them to consider taking it.
The Army has used social media and
hosted virtual town halls to help Soldiers
make informed choices on whether or not to
take COVID-19 vaccines. The service has
posted public health information and even
used direct calls to reach Soldiers and their
families with the most updated information.
Dingle spoke to Soldiers about their concerns about taking the vaccines. He added
that installation commanders have taken
a “lead-by-example” approach by taking
the vaccines themselves in the hopes their
troops will follow.
Dingle said some Soldiers changed their
minds while distributing the vaccines across
the country. He said Soldiers recalled the
desperation of civilians, many of whom
stood in line for hours to receive the inoculations. Soldiers told Dingle that they saw

the impact the vaccine has had on American
communities.
“Some said initially that they were hesitant about taking the vaccine,” Dingle said.
“But then … as they were administering the
vaccines to the civilian population, some of
them were brought to tears and touched by
the civilians who were so appreciative.”
The Army also has been developing its
own COVID-19 vaccine at Walter Reed
Army Institute of Research in Silver Spring,
Maryland. The Army’s version of the vaccine will be applicable to coronavirus’ different forms, said Dr. Steven Cersovsky,
deputy director of the Army Public Health
Center in Gunpowder, Maryland.
“It is being designed in such a way that
it can be used across all different strains
of coronaviruses,” Cersovsky said. “So
it wouldn’t be targeted to specific strain
types.”
May 6, 2021
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Into the air

Courtesy photos

Post conducts casualty evacuation exercise
Leader Staff Reports
Fort Jackson and Company A, 5th Battalion
1st Special Warfare Training Group, recently
conducted a casualty evacuation by ambulance
during continued emergency response training.
The participants suffered a notional vehicle
rollover while conducting drivers training. In
the scenario a patient deemed urgent surgical was waiting to be evacuated by helicopter
when the aircraft suffered a mechanical malfunction and Fort Jackson Emergency Servic-

May 6, 2021
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es was called.
Vanita Fiedler, Soldier Support Institute
Safety and Occupational Health Manager said
the exercise allowed the unit “to determine
their ability to evacuate the casualty from the
tree line basically to an exchange point, given
the equipment that we have.”
The primary purpose of the exercise was to
ensure emergency response times are adequate
for ground evacuation.
“(This exercise) allowed us to test our internal and external support requirements for
emergency casualty evacuations,” Fiedler said.
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Army senior
leaders
LEADER FILE PHOTO

Children return to Fort Jackson Child Development Centers June 3, 2020, as the post cautiously approaches steady state. Earlier this month, U.S. Army
Training Center and Fort Jackson Commander Brig. Gen. Milford ‘Beags’ Beagle Jr., announced the re-opening of some Child, Youth Services facilities for
mission-essential personnel. CDC staff provides enhanced care to the children of dual military and single parent service members. The Army recently announced all centers across the Army have reopened.

Army leaders praise CYS personnel as all centers reopen
By DEVON L. SUITS
Army News Service
All of the Army’s Child and Youth Services centers are
now open at a reduced capacity, as CYS draws closer to normal operating conditions after closing more than half of their
facilities during the COVID-19 pandemic last year.
“Slowly but surely, CYS is getting more and more children
into care,” said Helen Roadarmel, the Army’s CYS program
manager. “The majority of our programs are in the health protection condition bravo, which means they are inching closer
to that 75% capacity.”
Last May, Roadarmel reported that a total of 71 CDCs
were open and providing child care services for essential
personnel, with another 12 centers fully open and operating
under normal conditions. An estimated 1,900 children were
involved in CDC programs during that time, she previously
said.
Page 14

In total, CYS has 179 CDCs supporting children 5 years old
and younger that are dispersed across 68 Army installations.
“Child and youth services are a force enabler that decreases stress between mission requirements and parental responsibilities,” said Dee Geise, chief of the Soldier and Family
Readiness Division in the Army’s G-9 office.
“Although the centers and [family child care] providers
had to operate at reduced capacity, they indeed operated and
continued through this whole pandemic,” Geise added during
a media event Wednesday.
The Army’s top priority – people – continues to drive current and future CYS programs and services, Geise said. Child
care is one of six lines of effort under the Army Quality of
Life Task Force and a proven enabler for Soldier readiness,
recruitment, and retention.
“Over the past year, the Army has made significant investments in its commitment to increasing access to child care,”
Geise said. “We are building two large child development
The Fort Jackson Leader

centers in Hawaii and one in Fort Wainwright, (Alaska). We
have a plan to build six additional CDC over the next five
years.”
Each new facility can support close to 340 children, which
will add up to 1,000 total spaces to the CYS program, Roadarmel said. The three locations are under various stages of development by the Army Corps of Engineers and are expected
to open by mid-fiscal year 2023.
The Army also approved a new bonus system for family child care providers in June to incentivize and maintain
home-based care services throughout the force, Geise said.
FCC providers can now receive up to $1,000 if they successfully relocate their home business to a gaining installation, CYS officials said. Personnel can also receive a one-time
recruitment bonus of up to $1,000 if they successfully open a
home-based care facility.

See CYS: Page 17
May 6, 2021
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Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees
Staff Sgt.
Joshua Couillou
Alpha Company
2nd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment

Staff Sgt.
Odessa Cosbert
Bravo Company
2nd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Adam Kaschel

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Travis Towns

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Hannah Meffert

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Kayla Lazaro

COSBERT

COUILLOU

SA

NO PHOTO
AVAILABLE

Sgt. 1st Class
David Amback
Charlie Company
2nd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment
SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Corey Kirk
SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Spc. McNeil Fiske

AMBACK

Staff Sgt.
Mary Sa
Delta Company
2nd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment

Staff Sgt.
Brittany Banister
Echo Company
2nd Battalion, 39th
Infantry Regiment

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Christian Wilson

SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Madelin
Mosqueda

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Pvt. Jacob
Thompson

SOLDIER OF
THE CYCLE
Spc. Jerry Ma

BANISTER

This
We'll

DEFEND

Get you installation services and post information on the
NEW Digital Garrison app on your smartphone or tablet
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ON POST

Experience
Continued from Page 9
Mark Cox, deputy Garrison
commander, facilitated the formal
introduction and the question and
answer session.
Lowman covered four themes
during the event: the importance
of education, professional mobility, geographic mobility, and
balance. Through his personal experiences he shared with the audience how they can work toward
their own professional goals as
Army civilians.
Lowman spoke about various
programs that civilians can take
advantage of to increase their experience and open new doors.

Cox pointed out that there
is a developmental assignment
program here at Fort Jackson
and introduced Mary Jo Behney,
Workforce Development Program
Manager, for those who may want
to find out more about the program.
Lowman agreed that was exactly the kind of program that
would allow civilians to exercise
some professional mobility without having to leave their current
job.
You can “learn something new,
learn a new population of folks
and perhaps compete for that next
opportunity,” Lowman said.
If you have questions about the
workforce development programs
you can reach Mary Jo Behney
at mary.j.behney.civ@mail.mil or
751-7535.

ChiroprACtiC
CAre

Bayonet
Continued from Page 5
Butler, who has seen a lot
on Fort Jackson including
the COVID-19 pandemic and
“flawlessly” executing the
Victory Block Leave holiday
push, said in his farewell remarks that he will have fond
memories of his time with the
brigade and Fort Jackson.
“I’ve never seen a group
of senior (noncommissioned
officers) put aside personal
agendas, and so willingly
cooperate to make the entire
post better” like they did on
Fort Jackson, he said. “It is
truly unique.”

FREE Initial Consultation
• Adoptions
• Auto Accidents
• Divorce/Separation
• Custody
• Child Support
• Visitation

military discounts!

for first
full-examination
and adjustment.

Forest Acres Well Care
5101 Forest Dr., Columbia, SC 29206
(1.5 miles from Fort Jackson)

(803)318-2811

Bonnie P. Horn

Horn
Law
Firm
Bonnie P. Horn
Attorney at Law

1215 Elmwood Avenue
(803) 252-HORN (4676)
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CYS
Continued from Page 14
Both bonuses will be paid over a 12-month
period and can be forfeited if the FCC provider closes or loses their certification during
this time, officials said.

Saying thanks
Acting Secretary of the Army John E.
Whitley, Army Chief of Staff Gen. James C.
McConville, and Sgt. Maj. of the Army Michael A. Grinston recently acknowledged the
hard work and dedication of all CYS staff and
FCC providers.
“The events of 2020 and 2021 created
unique challenges for the entire Army team
as we navigated the difficulties of a worldwide pandemic while sustaining the Army’s
mission,” the three leaders wrote in a letter
to them.
“Each of you has been an integral part of
the effort to maintain a ready and resilient
force as you cared for our most precious asset: our children,” the letter read. “Caring for
America’s children is an important calling
that directly impacts total force readiness.”
The letter recognized April as the 35th anniversary of the Month of the Military Child.
It also stated that this year’s theme focuses
on resilience in a changing world and that the
CYS team was part of the Army’s ready and

resilient force.
“We support and salute you for your devotion and service to the U.S. Army,” the letter
read.

Getting back to normal
This past year has been a challenge for
all CYS personnel and Army Families, said
Christina Brown, a CDC training specialist at
Fort Jackson.
“When we opened back up, there was a
lot of anxiety and fear,” Brown said, adding
that the facility reopened in June after a brief
shutdown.
“I had to make sure that I was there for my

S.R. Anderson, Attorney At Law
Former JAG Officer

In private practice in Columbia 35 years.
Free initial consultation.
Divorce, Adoption, Legal Separation,
Probate, Wills, Auto Accidents.

Call (803) 252-2828.

team and that I was transparent,” she added.
“I had to make sure that all of our cleaning
protocols (and) enhanced health screening
procedures were in place.”
The Fort Jackson CDC is the only Army
location that is regularly open for 24-hour
care, as it directly supports Army basic military training, Brown said. Army drill sergeants often work irregular hours, making
the CDC an essential service for installation
personnel.
“I feel like the staff was happy to be back
and ready to serve our Families. Overall, it
was a hard experience, but it was a good experience,” Brown said.

Cross
Engraving Service
Military Awards, Drill SGT Display
Boxes, Desk Name Plates, Swords
Engraved, Plaques, Trophies,
Acrylic Items, Baby Gifts.
4482 Ft. Jackson Blvd., Exit 10 off I-77
One mile from gate One (traffic circle)

803-790-2744

Now that youth and teen facilities have
finally reopened, Matthew Baptiste-Phillip, a
CYS program assistant in Vicenza, Italy, was
happy to see the return of both kids and staff.
Like most CYS programs, Baptiste-Phillip
said he relied on social media and technology to engage with kids enrolled in youth services. He did the best he could to keep them
interested and entertained.
“We recently just had a kid that came back
(that) we haven’t seen in forever,” he said.
“She was excited to be back with us, and it
is just heartwarming to see these kids have
smiles on their faces and be proud to be back
in the facility. It is just absolutely amazing.”

Experienced
Litigation Attorney
Experienced
Criminal
Defense
Litigation
Attorney
Personal
Injury
Auto Accidents
DUI
DUI
Criminal
Defense
Assault
&
Battery
Criminal
Defense
Personal
Injury
Drugs
DUI Offenses
(803) 600-1692
Weapon
& Battery
1419 Bull Street Suite B
AnyAssault
Misdemeanor
Drugs
Columbia, SC 29201
ALL
Felonies
Licensed
to Offenses
practice in
(803)
600-1692
Weapon
Vehicle
CollisionsState www.scottjhayes.com
South
1419 Bull Street Suite B
AnyCarolina
Misdemeanor
Columbia, SC 29201
and
Federal
Courts
ALL
Felonies
Vehicle Collisions
www.scottjhayes.com

803-400-2345

Specializes in Volvo & Mercedes
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Services
Announcements
Childcare

Head of the Class Academy has
For Your Information
full-time openings for children
6wks-5years. Join us and have
fun
while you learn.
We provide
BATHROOM
RENOVATIONS.
an affordable, safe, nurturing and
EASY,
ONE
DAY
updates!
We
caring environment.
Call 803783-8929.
specialize in safe bathing. Grab

bars, no slip flooring & seated
showers. Call for a free in-home
consultation. 844-524-2197.

Real Estate

DENTAL ISNURACE from PhyFor Rent
sicians Mutual Insurance Com3BR,
1365 sqft.
pany.2.5BA,
Coverage
for renovated
350 plus
Condo on Carys Lake. Minutes
procedures. Real dental
insurfrom Fort Jackson.
Hardwood
ance - granite,
NOT justW/D
a discount
Floors,
in-unit, plan.
free
cable/trash.
Do not wait! $950/month.
Call now! Get Call
your
Chris (217)249-0787
FREE Dental Information Kit with
all the Room
details! 1-855-397-7030
for Rent
w
w
w.
d
ental50plus.com/60
Room for rent. $450 for TV and
#6258
bed
in room. Location - Clemson
and Hardscrabble area. (803) 741DONATE YOUR CAR TO KIDS.
7682
Ask
Wright
Yourfordonation
helps fund the

search for missing children. Accepting
Trucks, Motorcycles
Transportation
& RVs, too! Fast Free Pickup
Cars/Trucks/Vans
- Running or Not - 24 Hour Re2009
Maxima
(SV),
sponseNissan
-Maximum
Tax Donation
(85,059). Push button start, Mag
- Call (888)515.3810.
Rims,
Heated Leather Seats/

Steering
Wheel,
Bluetooth
Never Pay6-disc
For Covered
Home
capability,
CD, Sunroof,
Repairs
Again! and
Complete
Care
Tinted
windows,
much more!
Price:
(803)413Home $12,500,
WarrantyOBO,
COVERS
ALL
6387.

MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE
Announcements
$200.00
OFF. 2 FREE Months!
1-888-910-1404
For Your Information

AIRLINE
MECHANIC
STOCK YOUR POND
EVENTTRAINING - Get FAA certification
Coming
to
a
store
near
you
very
to fix planes. Approved for military
soon! Grass
Carp,
benefits.
Financial
Aid Largemouth
if qualified.
Job
assistance.
Call
Bass,placement
Coppernose
Bluegill,
Aviation Institute of Maintenance
Channel
Catfish,
Mosquitofish.
866-367-2513

Must Pre-Order by calling South-

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
land Fisheries @ 803-776-4923.
And Your Family May Be Entitled
To Significant Cash Award. Call
Timeshare cancellations
for less
855-664-5681
for information.
(AVOID
GETTING
SCAMMED)
No
Risk. No
money out-of-pocket.

use a South Carolina
Consumer
SOCIAL
SECURITY
DISABILITY
BENEFITS.
Unable
protection attorney
with over
30
to
work?
Denied benefits?
We
years
of timeshare
experience.
Can Help! WIN or Pay Nothing!
A+ BBBBill
Rating
5 &
star
reviews.
Contact
Gordon
Associates
The
real deal. TimeShareBeat
1-800-614-3945
to start your
application
Gone.com today!
or call 800-223-1770.

Struggling
with
DRUGS
or
TRAIN ONLINE
TO to
DOPILLS?
MEDIALCOHOL?
Addicted
Talk
someone
who cares.
Call
CAL to
BILLING!
Become
a Medical
The
Addiction
Hope online
& HelpatLine
Office
Professional
CTI!
for a free assessment. 866-604Get
Trained,
Certified
& ready to
6857.

work in months! Call 855-965Tuesday, January 17, 2017 is
0799.
ET).
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last(M-F
day8am-6pm
to redeem
winning

tickets in the following South
Tuesday,Education
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is Instant
the last
Carolina
Lottery

day to redeem winning tickets in
the following South Carolina Education Lottery Instant Games:
(SC1243) Win It All.
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Games: (SC798) CASH MONEY;
(SC858) CASH KING; (SC844)
LUCKY STARS

Items for Sale
Items
for Sale
Auctions

Auctions
ADVERTISE YOUR AUCTION
FARM ESTATE AUCTION - Sat.,
in 9921,
S.C.
newspapers
only
Jan.
9:30
A.M. 510 for
Stroller
Rd.
301, N.),
Bamberg,
$375.(Hwy.
Your 25-word
classified
will
SC.
Estate
Dr. 2.1
Harold
Benson.
reach
moreofthan
million
readTractors,
Backhoe,
SkidSteer,
ers. Call100’s
Randall
Savely
the
Trailers,
of Tools,
Etc.at803535-6334.
www.cogburnauction.
S.C. Newspaper
Network,
com
1-888-727-7377.
Wanted to Buy

Wanted to Buy

CASH

FOR
(JUNK)
C A R S ,
VANS
AND
We Buy Unwanted & Junk Cars.
T
R Needed.
U CIDK
S .7
No Title
required.
days a week. Call or Text 803803-459-6711
374-7545. We Pay Top Dollar.
WE BUY CARS
Top price for scrap cars
Free Pickup. Call Camden Steel
& Metal for details 803-713-4726
or 803-432-6595

General Merchandise

General
Merchandise
DISH
TV - BEST
DEAL EVER!
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mo Internet (where avail.). FREE
AT&T Internet.
Streaming.
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Install at
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month
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Internet
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how
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SAVE!
Geonow
& and
svc save
restrictions
U.S.
Order
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Internet!
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No Charge
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Queen
Full
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time, anywhere.
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NFL
(FREE)
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Sports
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More
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FREE
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DISH Network. $64.99 for 190
Channels Blazing Fast Internet,
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Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote.
FREE HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-877-542-0759.

S
or
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buy
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up toInternet.
$500!
Earthlink
High Speed
1-800-830-1559.
As
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Speed Fiber
Optic Technology.
Stream
Videos,
Music and
Home Repairs
& More!
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Today 1-877-649Improvement
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****Decks
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Eliminate
gutter cleaning forever!
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LeafFilter,
the most
advanced
or
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needs.
Free
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Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
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Replacement Windows). FREE
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FreeService
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extended
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Request
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NEED NEW FLOORING? Call
A1
ConstructionBuilding
Empire
TodayRoom
to schedule
Remodeling,
Additions,a
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and Metal
Roofs,onVinyl
FREE
estimate
CarSiding, & Flooring.
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Today!
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Decks,
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Plumbing,
Painting,
Drywall,
OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere.
No tanks to refill. No deliveries.
The All-New Inogen One G4 is
only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved!
FREE info kit: 833-833-1650
The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your reliance on the grid, prepare for
power outages and power your
home. Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financing
Option. Request a FREE, no obligation, quote today. Call 1-888655-2175.
Two great new offers from AT&T
Wireless! Ask how to get the
new iPhone 11 or Next Generation Samsung S10e ON US with
AT&T’s Buy one, Give one offer.
While supplies last! CALL 1-855928-2915
Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life Insurance! No medical
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to help pay funeral and other final
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Viasat Satellite Internet. Up to
12 Mbps Plans Starting at $30/
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Concrete Driveways and Backhoe
Service. Free estimates. Licensed
and Bonded.
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Concrete Work, Underpinning,
Fireplaces,
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tion,
improvement
or recTop home
Quality
Service-Lowest
reational
needs. Free estimates.
Prices. Licensed//Insured.
BBB
accredited. Call 803-983-9721
Licensed/Insured.
803-309or 803-669-3414 and save. Free
2303/803-243-2654
Mulch.
BARNHILL’S
TREE
SERVICE.
****Jim’s
Home
Maintenance
Tree
trimming
Providing
Reliable &andremoval.
AffordReasonable, Reliable, Licensed
able
Services
in Kershaw
& Bonded.
Free
Estimates.Coun4257368.
ty.
Over 25 years experience in
Lawn Maintenance and Home
Improvement(Power Washing,
Small Home Repairs, Gutter
Cleaning, Replacement Windows
& Shingles & Roofing Repairs).
FREE ESTIMATES. Licensed &
Insured. (845)548-0529

****Rogers Septic Tank Service
24 Hours - Anytime Day or Night.
803-669-7194; 803-309-2303 or
803-243-2654.
****Toby W. Butler - Roof Leaks
Fixed. Roofing, siding, painting,
and carpentry work. Metal Roofs
Installed. Over 20 years experience. All work with written guarantee. Licensed & Bonded. Call
(803)201-2473.
Charles R. Griffin, Sr. Home
Improvement. Locally owned.
Free Estimates. Residential &
Commercial. Roofing, Seamless
Gutters/Cleaning, Replacement
Windows, Vinyl Siding, Decks,
Carpentry, Additions. 803-5721168.
EXTERIOR GUTTERS & HOME
IMPROVEMENT. 6” seamless
GUTTERS & all other exterior
remodeling. dreamgutters.com.
803-425-7160.
LOWEST PRICES ON GUTTERS- GUARANTEED!
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Improvements.

Home
Repairs
& Improvement
Bonded
and Insured.
Call James

I

E

D

Jones
Landscaping:
Lawn
Care
Services,
StormService
Clean-Up,
Lawn
Care/Tree
Pressure Washing,
Pinestraw/
Mulch,
Tree Trimming. More
Services
Call
or Top
text
***A
NotchAvailable.
Above Tree
Care.
Cody 803-427-5944.

Quality Service-Lowest Prices.
Licensed//Insured. BBB accredJobs
ited. Call 803-983-9721
or 803669-3414
and save. Wanted
Free Mulch.
Employment

I am looking for
a house
cleaner. 1
BARNHILL’S
TREE
SERVICE.
day per week (3-4 hrs.). Call 803Tree
trimming
&
removal.
Rea422-4765.
sonable, Reliable, Licensed &
Drivers
Wanted 425Bonded.
Free Estimates.
7368.
ADVERTISE YOUR DRIVER

JOBS in 99 S.C. newspapers for
only $375. Your 25-word classified
ad will reach more than 2.1 million
readers. Call Alanna Ritchie at the
S.C. Newspaper Network, 1-888Drivers Wanted
727-7377.

Jobs

LOCAL
LOG
TRUCK
DRIVERS - Needed in Sumter,
Eastover, Lugoff, Winnsboro and
surrounding
areas.
Must CDL
have
CWS
- Owner
Operators
clean 10-year CDL driving record.
Class
1 year driving
Call A.
843-621-0701
for experimore
information.
ence.
Dedicated round trips paid

weekly paid per mile, regular
Help Wanted
home time. Call 1-800-832-7036,
Accepting
applications
for
Ext.
1626.

caregivers. No phone calls please.
High school diploma required,
Help Wanted
Loves children
and dependable.
Stop by between 9 & 6 M-F
Hudson’s
Kids
Kastle,
1006
**NEEDED:
Paralegal
for law
Branham
Street,
Elgin,
SC.
License
# 15686.
office.
Send
resume to: P.O. Box

290243, Columbia, SC 29229

Hiring Full-Time Housekeeping
in Lugoff/Camden area. Call 803467-7131 or 803-467-2129.
Home Health Agency now accepting applications for PCA’s,
CNA’s, LPN’s, RN’s. Call 803310-5280. (Camden, Elgin, Lugoff, Bishopville and Surrounding
Counties).
Hudson’s Kids Kastle Childcare
employees needed, high school
diploma and must be 18 yrs of
age. Must have own transportation. Call 803-438-8513. DSS License #15686
Tire
& Lube Tech needed. ExpeCHAPIN
rience preferred but training is
available. Please call 803-4381070.
We Are Hiring Truck Tire & Lube
Techs. Experience Preferred but
Training is Available. We also
offer opportunities to become a
Semi Truck Mechanic. 803-7358052.

Real Estate
Homes For Sale
*For Sale-Awesome homes at
Lake Wateree/Camden/Lugoff &
Elgin areas. View www.grahamrealtyinc.com or call (803)4327370/(803)432-0855.
Graham
Realty, Inc., 519 E. DeKalb
St.(Camden)

S

ASSISTANT MANAGER
Opening
in our For
Camden
Land/Lots
Saleoffice.

LAKE WATEREE
WATERFRONT ACREAGE
National Land Realty is offering
17.35 +/- acres with two docks
and many lakefront opportunities
for an asking price of $445,000.
This gently sloping acreage located less than 10 miles from
www.wolfeandtaylor.com
Camden would allow you to build
APARTMENTS/HOUSES
your own private peaceful lake
home retreatShandon
on one or the other
Five Points
portions! With
over 690 feet of
Forest Acres
water frontage
on the Camden
and more!!!
side of Lake Wateree (near Shaw
Recreation Area), numerous recreational opportunities such as
sailing, boating and fishing are
all possible. This property is perfect for a family compound or for
2 families that want lake homes
next to
each other yet completely
803-988-0097
DOWNTOWN
/ SHANDON
private
because
of / ROSEWOOD
the extra
$
1426-A Cherokee St.
2/1
450
acreage.
Easy
access
the
1100 Bluff Road, #P-614
3/3 to$2100
$
property
with #504
established
1100 Bluff Road,
2/2 road1375
$
650
320 S.and
Beltline
Blvd., #33-G to
2/1Cassatt
ways
connectable
$
300 S. Bonham Road
2/1
700
Water and Lynches River Electric
ELGIN
Power
in
this
previously
tree200 Delchester Drive
3/2 $1050
farmed natural setting. Owner is
FOREST ACRES
not
willing
to subdivide.
Bring$1525
any
1717
Forest Trace
Drive
3/2.5
reasonable
offers.
GASTON/PELION
$
For
information
2105 more
Capital View
Drive
3/1contact
825
212Listing
Oak GlennAgent, Nick 3/1
the
Ardis,$$825
at
135 Canal Drive
3/3
825
(803)236-8411
$
2108 Oak Top Drive
3/2
800
orNORTHEAST
nardis@nationalland.com
$
CAYCE
/
W.
COLUMBIA
To101
see
video
and photos,
the1100
folChatham
Trace
3/2
253 Lloydwood Drive
3/2
900
lowing
link will
lead directly to the
SOUTHEAST
/HOPKINS
DOWNTOWN
/ SHANDON
$ 1095
1085
Shop
Rd.,
#137
2/2
property:
178 Preston Green
2/2
1200
950
1825
Julian Circle
Pl., #9-E
$
304
FoxSt.Squirrel
3/22/2
1325
https://nationalland.com/listing/
705 Maple St., D-202
3/2 1295
1085
Shop
Road,
#239
2/2
1350
ST. ANDREWS/IRMO
waterfront-acreage-with-docks

803-988-0097

(803) 771-4567

$

$

$

$
$

$
ELGIN
1850
Atlantic Drive, #128
1/1
725
319 Ferncliffe Road
950
193
Park Place Drive
3/23/2 $975
$
GASTON
/
SWANSEA
/
PELION
850 Atlantic Drive, #121
1/1
725
1535 Church Street
3/1 $ 800
1850
Atlantic Drive,
3/3
117 Plymouth
Lane#435
2/1 1200
600
$

$
$

2128 Glenn Road

WEST COLUMBIA
COLUMBIA
7NORTH
Londonderry
Square
5924Riverside
⁄ Eddy Lane
Street
2707
1

2

717 Elliott Street

700

3/1.5

$

620
$ 575
730

2/1.5
2/1
3/1.5

$

$

600

3/1

$

www.landmarkresources.biz
NORTHEAST
101 Chatham Trace
3/2 1095
207 1516
WeddellRichland
Street., #B
2/2
750
Street
414 Spring Oak Lane
3/2 1075
602 Columbia,
Harbour Pointe Drive
4/3 1350
SC
29201
1305 May Oak Circle
3/2
950
$

$

$
$

$

803-988-0097
803-988-0097

ROSEWOOD
510 Deerwood Street
512 Deerwood Street
522 Deerwood Street
320 S. Beltline, #24-E
DOWNTOWN

2/1

640

$

rentals@landmarkresources.biz
— FOR RENT 2/1
— 640
2/1
640

1100
Bluff Rd. #504
SOUTHEAST
1085
Shop Rd.Walk
#425
205 Village
ST.
203ANDREWS
Village Walk

2018 Watermark Place

ST. ANDREWS
USC
2084 Watermark Place

$
$

550

2/1

$

2/2 $1375
2/2 $1425
3/2.5
1250
$

3/2.5

3/2

$

1250

1120

$

Studio
— 3 BRsDr.,
near#435
USC for
1850 Atlantic

3/2 $ $895
$
3/3 675(+)
1025

1850 Atlantic Dr., #621
SHANDON

2/2

$
1600
Circle #1201
Penthouse
895
2077Park
Watermark
Place
3/2.5 1500
$

1000

$

108www.landmarkresources.biz
Ott Rd.
2/1 975
$

NORTH COLUMBIA
1516Ave.
Richland Street
3013 English
2/1 $750
Columbia, SC 29201
WEST COLUMBIA
207 Alexandria St.
3/1 $900
15
Londonderry Sq.
2/1.5 $650
rentals@landmarkresources.biz
NORTHEAST
6 Solidago Ct.
3/2 $1400

803-988-0097
— FOR SALE —

2002 Greene St. #311
2/2 $109,900
4443 Bethel Ch. Rd. #46 3/2.5 $69,900

www.landmarkresources.biz
1516 Richland Street
Columbia, SC 29201Page 21

DOWNTOWN
/ SHANDON / ROSEWOOD
rentals@landmarkresources.biz
$
1426-A Cherokee St.
2/1
450
1100 Bluff Road, #P-614
3/3 $2100
1100 Bluff Road, #504
2/2 $1375
$
320 S. Beltline Blvd., #33-G 2/1
650
$
300 S. Bonham Road
2/1
700
May 6, 2021
ELGIN
$

A Lexington Medical Center Physician Practice

Lexington Medical Center Proudly Welcomes

Feneisha Franklin, MD
Dr. Franklin joins the board-certified physicians, nurse practitioner
and highly skilled staff at Internal Medicine Associates. Specializing in
comprehensive care for elderly adults, she will manage the unique health
care needs of older adults at the practice’s new location in Lexington.

Lexington Medical Park 2
146 East Hospital Drive, Suite 530
West Columbia, SC 29169

(803) 796-7270
NOW ACCEPTING PATIENTS

May 6, 2021
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346 West Butler Street
Lexington, SC 29072

(803) 358-6220
LMCIMA.com
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AROUND THE ARMY

WWII veterans to receive Purple Hearts
By THOMAS BRADING
Army News Service
A pair of World War II veterans have recently been approved by the acting Army secretary
to receive Purple Hearts over 76 years after being wounded during the Battle of Normandy.
Because of racial inequalities, both Johnnie
Jones, a 101-year-old former warrant officer,
and Ozzie Fletcher, a 99-year-old former private, had their war stories overlooked for decades, despite rightfully earning the medals in
the same historic battle.
Following two months of fact-finding
through various sources, “history will be made
right,” said Lt. Col. Scott Johnson, the Army
Human Resources Command’s chief of awards
and decorations.
Potential ceremonies for the veterans to pin
on their medals are still being planned.
Johnson, along with his team, compiled an
executive summary for the acting secretary of
the Army.
While similar, there were different requests
on behalf of the veterans. For Jones, Sen. Bill
Cassidy of Louisiana submitted his request
after hearing from his family. Meanwhile,
Fletcher’s daughter, Jacqueline Streets, contacted the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
regarding her father’s medal.
Their requests “just happened to line up,”
Johnson said. As straightforward as the requests seemed, completing them turned out to
be no simple task.
“A lot of times, (Soldiers) never received
the documents required,” he explained. “Most
times, they did not even make the documents.
That is the most challenging part for us.”
With the help of both veterans, Johnson
and his team dug up everything they needed.
“Their memories are very good,” he said about
them.
“I could pull from their testimonies and
multiple other sources and historical data,” he
said. “It was exactly like they laid out. Where
they were, what they were doing, what types of
munitions were being used against them, what
types of weapons (were used). It was very interesting to see these stories come together.”
In the end, their experiences lined up with
the historical data. “These men have the scars

Graphic by THOMAS BRADING
Pvt. Osceola “Ozzie” Fletcher, left, and Chief Warrant Officer Johnnie Jones during their time in the Army. Both men were
wounded in battle during Operation Overlord in 1944 and were recently approved by the acting Army secretary to receive
Purple Heart medals.

and stories that are hard to ignore,” Johnson
said.
Their scars came after battling alongside
over 175,000 other Allied troops during the
invasion on the beaches of Normandy, France.
Known as Operation Overlord, or D-Day, the
mission was the largest amphibious invasion
in world history and a defining moment of the
Western Front during the war.
Around 2,000 African-American troops
took part in the battle in various capacities,
including Fletcher and Jones. Although they
faced the same dangers as everyone else, they
also faced racial segregation both in service
and when they returned home, Johnson said.
That’s why the Purple Heart review came
in. It was one way to “right a wrong,” Johnson
said.

Upon notification, both men were ecstatic.
“They were thankful that the Army put the
time in to make these corrections,” Johnson
said, adding that Jones requested a service
uniform to wear during the ceremony.
“Wanting to be dressed appropriately that
many years later (shows) he is still thinking
like a Soldier,” Johnson said.
Jones joined the military in 1943 after
graduating from Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Shortly after, he served
with the 494th Port Battalion leading up and
after D-Day. He was a warrant officer tasked
in a unit responsible for unloading equipment
and supplies onto Omaha Beach.
To this day, he can vividly recall wading
ashore followed by getting snowed under by
German sniper rounds, Johnson said.

It was during that battle he received
shrapnel wounds to the neck, according to a
medical letter from a Veterans Affairs doctor,
Camalyn W. Gaines, who reviewed Jones’
wounds, qualifying him for the Purple Heart
medal.
Fletcher is a New York native who served
with the 254th Port Battalion. He was a private in the battle when his vehicle was hit by a
German missile, killing the driver and wounding him.
Although he survived the blast, he was not
initially given the Purple Heart, like Jones.
For Johnson, having the opportunity to dig
into history and help two former Soldiers has
been “an impactful experience,” he said, adding it was an honor to provide them the recognition they deserve.
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