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QUALITY OF LIFE_

Jackson aims to slow down speeder
By ALEXANDRA SHEA
Fort Jackson Public Affairs

Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis, post
commanding general, and Col. Ryan Hanson, garrison commander, walked through
post housing to talk with residents about
their quality of life and to listen to any
concerns they may have.
Speeding through housing areas was
one of the chief complaints from residents.
The list of concerns gathered from residents during the town hall were brought
back to their respective directorates for action. Fort Jackson’s Directorate of Emergency Services immediately responded
by dispersing speed detection devices and
increased military police presence within
the housing areas.
“We are in housing every second we
can (be),” said Staff Sgt. Casey Ross, 17th
Military Police Detachment noncommissioned officer in charge of traffic division.
“I don’t think a lot of people think we are
because so many of our police cars are unmarked, but there is a lot of presence in
housing.”
According to Ross, police frequently
patrol the hosing areas to ensure residents
and their guests adhere to the posted speed
limit of 20 mph.
Ross explained one of the ways they deter speeding is by issuing citations such as
central violations bureau, or CVB, or De-

partment of Defense Form 1408.
A CVB citation comes at a cost to the
person receiving it whether they are a Soldier or civilian. A DD Form 1408 is a citation issued only to military personnel and
is reported directly to their chain of command, the citations can also accumulate
points. Once a driver exceeds 12 points
within a year, their on-post driving privileges can be suspended.
“Going 10 mph over can cost $90 and
increases with your speed. Nobody likes
having money taken out of their pockets,”
said Sgt. Joshua Rogers, 17th Military Police Detachment. “We caught a guy going
53 in housing on a motorcycle. He got a
$250 speeding ticket.”
Ross also explained that in the state of
South Carolina, speeders on a federal
installation that go 25 mph or more
over the speed limit can be arrested
for the violation in addition to speeding fines.
“It happens,” she said. “More than you
think.”
“The base is small,” Rogers said. “Just
because you don’t see us, doesn’t mean we
aren’t there.”
The message is clear, slowing down
through housing can save money and aggravation.
Though Ross and Rogers may be
performing their official duties en-
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Officer Marcelo Aguillon, 902nd Security Forces, uses speed laser
equipment to record the speed of drivers. With the arrival of summer,
the 101 Critical Days of Summer Campaign returns to remind Soldiers,
civilians and their Family members to slow their driving speed through
housing areas to ensure the safety of children, personal property and
integrity of their driving records.
forcing the speed limits within housing, they said they are also there to
make sure Soldiers and their Family
members know they are there to help,
keep them safe and are approachable.
“We are all for having kids running

around and having fun,” Ross said.
“We have the blessing of our chief and
provost marshal to play with kids for a
little bit when we can. Our main focus
is always to keep Fort Jackson safe at
all costs.”
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‘247 years young,’ Happy Birthday Army
By Alexandra Shea
Fort Jackson Leader
Fort Jackson celebrated the Army’s 247th birthday with a 5K fun
run and walk June 11 at the Twin Lakes Recreational area. More
than 150 came out to celebrate the milestone.
“You guys ready for a little run?’ shouted Brig. Gen. Patrick R.
Michaelis, Fort Jackson’s commanding general. “247 years ago, our
Army was created. As a result of that, the Declaration of Independence, Battle of Yorktown where we defeated the British, and the
creation of our Constitution that we all swear allegiance to … that’s
247 years of history that we (will) honor today with this small run.”
With a countdown from three, an air horn blast signaled the runners and walkers of all ages to make their way down Semmes Road.
Cones and men holding slow and stop signs directed the group as
they made their way towards the golf course and turn around point.
Even family pets joined their humans for the celebration.
As the group made their way back to the lakes, they were greeted
with an inflatable arch where Cindi Keene, the event coordinator,
and a group of volunteers from the Victory Chapter of the Sergeant
Audie Murphy Club and the Fort Jackson Better Opportunities for
Single Soldiers collected the record numbers from the bottom each
participant’s bibs.
Pfc. Peyton Enders, a human resources specialist assigned to the
369th Adjutant General Battalion, was the first to return.
“I love running. I ran my first 5K when I was 5-years old,” Enders
said. “What better way to spend a weekend than with other people
dedicated to the Army.”
Enders is a Minnesota National Guard Soldier currently attending Advanced Individual Training while on summer break from his
studies at Concordia University where he is majoring in criminal
justice. Enders is also a decathlon athlete for his university.
“I’m proud to be a Soldier,” Enders said. “I’ll never forget being
here and running with everybody and these Soldiers for the Army’s
birthday.”
Fellow unit members along with their leadership also attended the
run with Enders. The group ran in their Army logo physical training
uniforms and carried their company guidon to show their pride.
As participants returned from their run or walk, each was offered
cooling towels, cold sports drinks and reusable water bottles.
Many stayed after completing the run or walk to socialize with
each other, for Maritza McAulay and Mirna Wanja it was an opportunity to talk about the upcoming Army Birthday Ball held later
that evening.
The pair are military spouses, neighbors and close friends.
“It was a great event to do as a community,” McAulay said. “It
was warm and not gonna lie, humid. But it’s the Army’s birthday so
we are here to support.”
“We also have the ball later tonight, Wanja said. “We get to go
from sweats to ball gowns and enjoy our cheesecake. We earned it.”
After posing for photos, finalizing ball plans and socializing, the
participants went about their day as Keene and her teams of volunteers packed away the inflatable arch, cones and goodie tables and
tent.
“Thank you all for coming out,” Keene said. “We are 247 years
young today and I greatly appreciate you coming out.”
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More than 150 Soldiers, civilians, retirees and their Family members prepare to run or walk
a 5K at Twin Lakes Recreational Area to celebrate the 247th Army Birthday. The run took
participants from the lakes down Semmes Road towards the golf course where they turned
around and returned June 11, 2022.

Victoria Fonseca and her pup
Puddles watch and cheer for
the runners and walkers during
the Army Birthday 5K Run/Walk
that was held June 11, 2022, at
Fort Jackson’s Twin Lakes Recreational Area. More than 150
participated in the celebratory
run and walk. Each runner was
treated to cooling towels, sports
drinks and reusable water bottles
at the end of the event.
The Fort Jackson Leader

Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis, Fort Jackson commanding general, fist bumps and high-fives runners and
walkers as they complete the Army Birthday 5K Run/
Walk held at Fort Jackson’s Twin Lakes Recreational
Area June 11, 2022. More than 150 Soldiers, civilians,
retirees and their Family members helped celebrate
247 years of Army heritage and history.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

other fluids that the students might require
during the instruction. To register or for more
information, call 751-7061.

2022 AER Campaign
The 2022 Army EmerSATURDAY
gency Relief Campaign
Juneteenth Family Fun Run/Walk
began March 4. AER is
8 a.m. Semmes Lake Recreational Park.
the Army’s only official
This in-person and virtual event encourages
non-profit
organizaSoldiers, civilians, veterans, retirees, and
tion that benefits Soltheir Family members to get out and be acdiers and their Family
tive while commemorating Juneteenth. For
members, retirees, and
surviving Family members. Donations can more information, contact the Fitness Debe made through recurring monthly dona- partment at 751-3700.
tions, while checking out at The Exchange or
through the AER office located at 9810 Lee Spring/Summer Pallet Welcome Sign
11 a.m. – 2 p.m., Solomon Center. Create
Road. Call 751-5256 for more information.
your own customized Welcome Sign. $60
includes instruction and material. Open to
Personal Property Peak Season
USTRANSCOM personal property peak sea- ages 14 and older. Register by calling the
son is here May through September. Once Solomon Center at 751-4168.
service members receive orders for Permanent Change of Station, service members Aachen Range Day
are required to access Military OnceSource 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Aachen Range, Golden Arfor customer support resources to arrange row Road. Shoot at targets out to 200 mehousehold goods shipment at www.militaryo- ters. Paper targets and spotting scopes are
nesource.mil/moving-housing/moving/pcs- provided. For more information, call Marion
and-military-moves/. Soldiers and Families Street Station at 751-3484.
can find personal property programs overview
information and TSP ratings on the Customer JUNE 20
Facing Dashboard found at www.ustranscom. Knight Pool Closure
mil/dp3/index.cfm#overview. For more in- Knight Pool will be closed until July 20 for
formation contact the Fort Jackson Personal repairs.
Property Office 751-5137 or 751-5138.
JUNE 24, AUG 2
Driver’s Ed Automotive Life Skills Class,
Armed Force Voting Week
June 28 to July 4. Have you Have you reg- Know Your POV 101
istered and requested your ballot? Contact 5-7 p.m., Auto Craft Shop. The Auto Craft
your Installation or Unit Voting Assistance Shop is empowering young people through
Officer for assistance in registering and re- their “Driver’s Ed Automotive Life Skills
questing a ballot. For more information on Class: Know Your POV 101.” . To register or
individual State deadlines and requirements for more information, call 751-7061.
contact https://www.fvap.gov/
“The Fisherman and His Needy, Greedy
Wife,” a Porkchop Production
COMMUNITY EVENTS
10-11 a.m., Thomas Lee Hall (Post) Library,
part of the Summer Reading Program “Read
TODAY
Off the Beaten Path.” A funny and educaSportmans Club Meeting
6 p.m. Alpine Lodge. Everyone with an inter- tional, family-friendly performance by a
est in hunting and fishing on Fort Jackson is South Carolina based theater production
welcome. This month’s meeting will focus company, Porkchop Productions is one to
on Club activities in support of the upcoming be enjoyed by all ages. Porkchop Productions will perform “The Fisherman and His
deer season, which opens in August.
Needy, Greedy Wife” live at the library. Their
updated adaptation of this classic tale finds
FRIDAY
Driver’s Ed Automotive Life Skills Class, a hardworking fisherman at the mercy of his
wife who is never happy with anything at all!
Know Your POV 101
5-7 p.m., Auto Craft Shop. The Auto Craft Will a magical fish, who can grant wishes, fiShop is empowering young people through nally make her happy? Or will she find out
their “Driver’s Ed Automotive Life Skills the hard way that less is sometimes more?
Class: Know Your POV 101.” This class, Big laughs, audience participation, and an
taught in two parts, gives instruction on main- important lesson on what is important hightaining privately owned vehicles, including light this action-packed performance.
checking hoses, brakes, rotors, etc. Along
with completing Shop Safety Class and oil JUNE 25
change service. This course is open to youth, Offshore Fishing Trip
15 years and older. Classes are held at the 5 a.m. to 6 p.m., Marion Street Station. TravAuto Craft Shop from 5-7 p.m. and costs $30 el to Hilton Head, S.C. with your Outdoor
per class, plus cost of oil, oil filter and any Recreation team and fish 3-5 miles offshore
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for black sea bass, mackerel, black drum,
red fish, bluefish, and maybe, shark. Call
Marion Street Station for more information at
751-3484.
JUNE 28
5K Color Run
6 a.m. Darby Field. A 5K Color Run hosted
by Dental Activity Fort Jackson will take
place at Darby Field. No signup is required.
JULY 2

Fort Jackson
Movie Schedule

3319 Jackson Blvd. Phone: 751-7488

SATURDAY
n Downton Abbey: A New Era (PG) 2
p.m.
WEDNESDAY
n Top Gun: Maverick (PG-13) 2 p.m.
l Ticket sales open 30 minutes before
each movie.
l Movie times and schedule are subject to
change without notice.

WWW.SHOPMYEXCHANGE.COM
JULY 8-9
Stuffed Animal Camp Out
12-5 p.m. Thomas Lee Hall Library, Take
your stuffed animal on an adventure. Bring
your stuffed animals to the Stuffed Animal
Camp Out at the Thomas Lee Hall (Post) Library. Leave them overnight and see what
they get into. Photos will be posted on the library’s Facebook page, Fort Jackson Library.

Independence Day Fireworks Celebration
4 p.m. Hilton Field. The Fort Jackson Inde- JULY 9
pendence Day Fireworks celebration is back. Eco Dolphin Tour and Charleston Visit
It is free, and open to the public. Enjoy live 6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Marion Street Station.
entertainment, children’s activities, food, Trip includes Wild Dolphin Eco Tour to observe wild dolphins while aboard a Carolina
beverage and more.
Skiff Bay boat, cruise 6 miles to Morris Island,
observe lighthouse and go beachcombing
JULY 6
on uninhabited island, shopping in downNational Fried Chicken Day
town Charleston and dine at the Historic
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. NCO Club. Celebrate NaCharleston City Market. Register by July 7.
tional Fried Chicken Day with the best fried
chicken at the NCO Club.
See EVENTS: Page 19
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June
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
q 4-39 graduation
q free movie at the
library
q sportsman club
meeting

June 18: Juneteenth Run/Walk
q victory bingo

19
q victory bingo

26

q victory bingo

q coloring page
contest at the library

20
q victory bingo

21
q fafsa after five

27

28

16

q free movie at the
library

q 3-13 graduation
q free movie at the
library

22
q free movie at the
library

23

Friday
q driver’s ed auto life
skills class
q victory bingo
q fafsa friday
q story walk at the park

17
q driver’s ed auto life
skills class
q victory bingo
q pork chop
presentation at the
library

24

Saturday
q juneteenth family fun
run/walk
q spring/summer pallet
welcome sign class
q victory bingo
q privately owned
weapons day at aachen
range
q free
movie at the
library

18

q offshore fishing
q natural fitness event
at solomon center
q cars and coffee
q victory bingo
q free movie at the
library

25

q 1-61 graduation
q free movie at the
library

29

30

July
q victory bingo

1

q fort jackson
independence day
celebration
q free movie at the
library
q victory bingo

2

For more information about
these
June 16, 2022

events, see Page 4.
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Community Information Town Hall gathers information for action
By Alexandra Shea
Fort Jackson Leader
Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis, commanding general, and Garrison Commander Col. Ryan Hanson held a Community
Information Town Hall June 10 to inform
Fort Jackson community members of upcoming events and to gather information
from community members.
“For the past six or eight months I have
talked about summer coming, it’s here and
the summer surge is upon us,” Michaelis
said. “We have a lot of things going on on
post.”
Michaelis highlighted Fort Jackson’s 105
years of heritage and history, Army’s 247th
birthday and the return of Independence
Day fireworks on July 2.
“For the first time in four years, we are
bringing back fireworks to Fort Jackson,”
Michaelis said. “We will also have great
entertainment such as Breland, local talent
and our own 282nd Army Band.”
A panel of directorate senior leaders
were also available during the town hall to
provide information and gather comments
and concerns from attendees to act on.
While the panel reminded Team Jackson
members that all fireworks are banned on
the installation. One attendee, and mother,
asked the command group if an exception
to allow sparklers for supervised children
could be allowed.
“Approved,” Michaelis declared.
Additional topics that were brought up
during the town hall included peak season for those military members preparing
to conduct a permanent change of station;
the start of hurricane season and being prepared for the season that runs from June
1 to November 30; 101 Critical Days of
Summer Safety campaign; Army Community Services programs; Child and Youth
Services programs; and upcoming Directorate of Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation events.
Hanson spoke to community members
about the importance of speaking with the
transportation office as soon as Soldiers receive their orders and their chains of command if they are having issues with their
orders.
“We can help,” Hanson said. “You can
always have your people call the Installation Operation Center for help at (803)
Page 6
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Garrison Commander Col. Ryan Hanson addresses attendees of the monthly Community Information Town
Hall held at the NCO Club June 10, 2022. During the town hall, attendees learned about upcoming events and
programs, new initiatives and were able to address directly to installation and directorate leadership their
questions or concerns.

Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis, Fort Jackson commanding general, asks
a question to attendees during a monthly Community Information Town
Hall at the NCO Club June 10, 2022. During the town hall, attendees
learned about resources available to them, upcoming events and initiatives, and ask the installation and directorate leadership questions.
751-5166. There is always someone there
to answer.”
The Fort Jackson Housing Office followed Hanson by listing resources available to Soldiers to assist those who will
PCS with breaking leases, assistance with
obtaining housing for those arriving to the

installation and temporary housing until
more permanent housing can be obtained.
“Last year was the inaugural Temporary
Lodging Expenses matching at IHG Hotels,” Hanson said. “Normally you get 10
days, but since the housing shortage you
can now stay at IHG Hotels on-post past

The Fort Jackson Leader

the 10 days for the Basic Housing Allowance rate.”
The housing office can help Soldiers obtain
the matching by providing a memorandum.
The town hall finished with a question-andanswer session where a variety of concerns
were addressed or compiled to take back to
directorate headquarters to discuss to see how
further action can be made.
Since the previous month’s town hall, action has been taken to provide uniformed
personnel access to the Commissary on Monday from 2 to 7 p.m. when they are normally
closed; military children residing off post are
now eligible to attend Department of Defense
Education Activity schools on Fort Jackson;
and increase of maintenance workers within
post hosing to increase the turnaround time
of work orders.
“The network of this post here can really
solve problems here,” Michaelis said in his
final remarks. “I don’t do Community Information Town Halls to listen to myself talk.
We do it to get information out to the community. Use your networks to connect Families
to those resources and each other and get the
word out about what we are doing on Fort
Jackson and how we are taking care of
each other.”
June 16, 2022
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The Arm Immersion Cooling Station (AICS) Challenge
By Mary Reardon
Fort Jackson Safety Office
With the weather starting to top out in the triple digits and
humidity soaring, it has become increasingly necessary to
keep cool, or in some cases to properly cool down.
One hundred eighty-six attendees ran in Fort Jackson’s
105th Birthday 5K Run/Walk on June 11 at Twin Lakes
where they were offered cooling towels, water bottles, and
the opportunity to cool off in an Arm Immersion Cooling
Station after they finished. Several runners took advantage
of the opportunity to use the AICS including 2nd Lt. Chase
Pottebaum and 2nd Lt. Jaleesa Mackey.
The lieutenants, currently Adjutant General Basic Officer
Leaders Course students, last used the AICS while attending Reserve Officer Training Corps cadet advanced camp
in 2021.
They said they recalled briefly plunging their forearms
in chilled water for 15 seconds. They both said they were
surprised to learn the U.S. Army Research Institute of Environmental Medicine developed standards for the AICS
and opted to try it out.
The USARIEM AICS standard calls for submerging bare
hands and forearms (past elbows) in cool water for a certain
amount of time in accordance with the water temperature.
The lowest safe water temperature is 35 F; any lower,
and the body reacts poorly due to the potential of chilblains. The lowest two ranges provide the quickest relief
safely (35-44 F for 3-5 minutes; 45-54 F for 5-8 minutes).
Pottebaum kept his arms submerged for the full five minutes at 42F. He said his forearms were cold initially, but he
looked forward to the relief and went the full five minutes.
At about the 90 second mark, he reported the center of his

Training Support Center built a modest version consisting of a wooden stand and one half of a 50-gallon plastic
drum, which serves as a basin. Ten to 15 gallons of water
and a capful of bleach are added to the basin. The water
temperature is measured as ice is added until the desired
temperature is met.
Innovative cadre also use large, insulated coolers to serve
as AICSs. These are very handy as the cooler’s lid holds the
water in place and slows the ice melt. The AICS-coolers
can be transported in government vehicles and off-loaded
at foot march rest halts or positioned on training exercise
lanes. BCT cadre have noted its enhanced benefit, particularly during the first three weeks of training, known as
the acclimation period, and during field training exercises,
when everyone’s exposed to heat for prolonged periods.
Cadre provide at least one AICS for each platoon.
Several runners took advantage of the opportuMost units use all resources available during the sumnity to use the AICS to include, 2nd Lt. Chase
mer
months due to higher temperatures and higher fill
Pottebaum and 2nd Lt. Jaleesa Mackey
numbers.
The first three weeks of BCT are essential to train and
chest felt cool. This reflected the cool blood returning to his
heart, cooling the organ. At about the three-minute mark, his use the AICS to standard. Many units incorporate the
said his back started to cool. This reflected the cool blood AICS into the flow of training.
One unit on rifle Range 20 directed their trainees to use
affecting his lungs. The cooling sensation spread down his
legs as the cooled blood circulated throughout his body in the AICS, positioned in the shade of pine trees, after they
the remaining time. Raising his arms out of the water and were cleared from the firing line, before transitioning to
concurrent training. One unit in 3rd Batttalion, 13th Instanding tall, he said he felt refreshed and reenergized.
When contacted on Monday, Pottebaum said he felt the fantry Regiment even adopted a policy of setting up an
positive effect for a couple hours after submerging his arms. AICS for their cadre next to the ammunition point at the
Omaha (Buddy Team Live Fire) Range where cadre rouMost military personnel are familiar with the AICS
Introduced to training environments in 2011, it’s been tinely used the system to cool off throughout the day.
AICS is a tool to Heat Illness Prevention, which is key
adopted as part of the heat mitigation protocol in Basic
Combat Training units. The original AICS took several to prevention and preserving our most critical resource
years to be mass produced. In 2013, the Fort Jackson – people.

Family member, April Rhodes, epitomized super mom: she completed the 5K while carrying
her infant son, Luca, pushing her son, Deacon,
and walking Athena. Volunteers from Moncrief
greeted her with cooling cloths and a first aid
kit for Deacon, who’d tripped along the route.

Three volunteers from Moncrief Army Health
Clinic stepped in to give out safety promotions: From left to right, Mary Pennington (Nutritionist), Noemi Dolores (Troop Medical Clinic), rendered first aid to an injured child, and
Charlyn Randle (Pharmacy), gave out cooling
cloths.

June 16, 2022

The youngest person to use the AICS was fouryear old Javier Vigil. Javier and his mother, Bianca Vigil, had just completed the 5K walk. Drill
Sergeant Candidate, Staff Sgt. Shanda Williams,
also cooled off in the AICS.

The Fort Jackson Leader
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TRAINING AND LEADER DEVELOPMENT

why i serve

4th Battalion,
39th Infantry Regiment

PVT. RACHaEL THOR, 19

PFC. De’Shawn Avant, 25

PFC. SAMANTHA OOS, 26

“I joined the Army so that I
can go to school and have it
paid for, also so that I can take
care of my mom and myself in
the future.”
“I was scared before” coming
to Basic Combat Training. “But
it isn’t as bad as people think.”
“Dealing with a lot of different
personalities” was the hardest
part of BCT for me.
My advice to someone about to start BCT is to “keep
a positive mindset and push yourself to not give up
and improve. Set goals and accomplish them and have
fun.”
My MOS is “92A-Automated Logistical Specialist.” I
chose it because it sounded interesting.

“My Family” influenced me to
join the Army.
Basic Combat Training “is just
how I imagined it would be.
The most challenging thing for
me during BCT was “not being
able to eat when I wanted to.”
My advice to someone about
to start BCT is “don’t let your
mind beat your body.”
My MOS is “91B-Wheeled Vehicle Mechanic. Working
on cars and trucks is in my blood.”

“My Family” influenced me
to join the Army. “It’s something
I’ve always thought about doing. My uncle was in the Navy
while I was growing up and my
grandad was a door gunner in
Vietnam and they both inspired
me from a young age. My
husband was also in the Army
for 10 years and supported the
idea of me finally joining.”
“I expected Basic Combat Training to be harder. I
didn’t expect the hardest part to be the other people
around me.”
“My own mindset” was the most challenging part of
BCT for me. “I had to prove to myself that I could be
awesome again.”
My advice to someone about to start BCT is “do it.
Don’t back out because you’re scared. Push through all
the bad days.”
My MOS is “15T-UH-60 Helicopter Mechanic. It
sounded fun. Like something I’d be happy doing for the
next 20 years.”

Austin, Minnesota

Marion, South Carolina

Boise, Idaho

PVT. ALEC NELSON, 31

PVT. ELIZABETH SCHNEIDER, 18

Lake Worth, Florida

Hagerstown, Maryland

Charleston, South Carolina

“My mother, father and stepmom all joined the Army, so I
had plenty of leaning towards
this branch. I also felt directionless after I lost my first job
during COVID-19 lockdowns.
I found new direction and
purpose here.”
“I thought Basic Combat
Training would be tougher. Media makes you think it’s hell, but I was paid to work out,
shoot and go camping.”
“Nothing is difficult in Basic Combat Training per se,
just staying motivated is key.”
My advice to someone about to start BCT is “don’t
take things too personally. Everything is set up for you
to succeed if you put forth your best effort.”
My MOS is “25N-Nodal Network Systems Operator/Maintainer. I like working with computers and felt it
would be useful when I leave the Army. I’m also considering doing a full 20 years now.”

“My father” is why I joined
the Army. “He was in the Army
when I was little and I want to
serve my country and provide
for my Family.”
Basic Combat Training “is
exactly what I went through, a
lot of running, working out and
drills.”
“The Forge with the 10-mile
ruck” was the most challenging part of BCT for me.
My advice to someone about to start BCT is to “set
goals and have a clear mind. Don’t take anything to
heart.”
My MOS is “25U-Signal Support Specialist. I chose
this MOS because I like to work with my hands and I’m
good at trouble shooting.”

“I joined the Army so that I
could find purpose and fulfillment.”
“I imagined Basic Combat
Training to be challenging
physically, but it was both
physical and emotional. The
stress level definitely got
high.”
“At times, it was challenging working as a team because everyone comes
from different backgrounds with different morals, but
once we all found each other’s strengths and put them
together, we all worked beautifully.”
My advice to someone about to start BCT is to “stay
motivated even when you feel you’re at rock bottom.
The challenges do get easier.”
My MOS is “15T-UH-60 Helicopter Repairer. I’m
hoping this MOS will open the door to crew chief and
possibly flying.”

PFC. Caleb Gehrke, 23
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honors

Saluting this BCT cycle’s honorees
4th Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment
ALPHA COMPANY
SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Rachael Thor

BRAVO COMPANY
SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. De’Shawn Avant

CHARLIE COMPANY
SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Caleb Gehrke

DELTA COMPANY
SOLDIER LEADER
OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Elizabeth Schneider

SOLDIER OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Sherman Rambo

SOLDIER OF THE CYCLE
Spc. Samantha Oos

SOLDIER OF THE CYCLE
Pvt. Alex Nelson

SOLDIER OF THE CYCLE
Pfc. Huriel Elorza

Staff SgT TYLER TRANTHAM
DRILL SERGEANT OF THE CYCLE
ALPHA COMPANY

June 16, 2022
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Victory Week wraps
with a ‘Golden Day’
By Alexandra Shea
Fort Jackson Leader
Fort Jackson’s celebration of 105 years of heritage and
history wrapped up with a day of fun and entertainment at
Darby Field June 8. The high-lighting event featured the
Army’s Golden Knights.
“This week we are celebration the 105th anniversary of
Fort Jackson,” said Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis, post
commanding general. “One hundred and five years ago,
the Columbia Chamber of Commerce cobbled together
$50,000 and purchased this land on behalf of the U.S. Army
as World War I was kicking off. One of 32 post, camps and
installations across the southeastern United States, Fort
Jackson trained the 81st Division.”
“During World War II it was reopened to train eight divisions. One of which was the 4th Infantry Division that
landed on Utah Beach during D-Day that was celebrated
here a few days ago on its 78th anniversary. Victory starts
here, the gateway to the Army starts here. We also celebrate
the 247th birthday of the United States Army.”
As it did during World War I, Fort Jackson continues to
transform civilians into combat ready Soldiers. The installation produces over 50% of all Army Soldiers and more
than 60% of female Soldiers.
In celebration of the post’s continued history and success, a series of events were held throughout the week to
include a post-wide run with country music singer Travis
Denning, sports competitions, golf tournament, Fireflies
baseball game, and organizational day.
The Army parachute team, the Golden Knights, made a
special appearance from about 4,000 feet.
“This is one of the best ways to interact with the public,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Rafael Torres, Golden Knights member.
“We are glad to be a part of this (celebration.) This is the
best job in the Army.”
“We wish you a ‘Golden’ day,” shouted the Knights announcer.
After completing their aerial display of flight and smoke,
the Knights were on-hand to enjoy a cake cut by Michaelis and Post Command Sgt. Maj. Philson Tavernier to celebrate the Army’s 247th birthday.
“Today we cut the cake to celebrate the Army’s birthday,
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“This

is one of
the best ways to
interact with the
public’’

Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis, Fort Jackson commanding general, throws the first
pitch of a Columbia Fireflies baseball game at Segra Park June 7, 2022. Michaelis
was asked to throw the first pitch in celebration of Fort Jackson’s Victory Week
celebrations. The week honors 105 years of the installation’s heritage and history.
Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

Trainees from 4th Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment, salute during the playing of the national anthem at a Columbia Fireflies baseball game June 7, 2022. The trainees were invited to attend the
game to celebrate Fort Jackson’s 105th and Army’s 247th birthdays.

Sgt. 1st Class,
Rafael Torres, Golden
Knights member

and had an award presentation,” Tavernier said. “We are
proud of what we do here.”
They also announced the winners of the sports competitions. This year’s 2022 Victory Week Commander’s Cup
winner was the 165th Infantry Brigade. The unit members
won the most individual competitions and received a trophy and years’ worth of bragging rights.
Soldiers, civilians, retirees and their Family members
were treated to an up-close look at a Bradley Fighting Vehicle and M109A6 Paladin self-propelled artillery. Children could play sports shooting games such as basketball
and football while also being able to take refuge from the
days heat in an air-conditioned gaming trailer provided by
the local U.S.O.
All were able to enjoy a variety of snacks and cold drinks
from food trucks while socializing with friend and family
before the day’s events came to an end.
“Thank you all for being here,” Michaelis said. “Thank
you for being a part of the gateway to the Army and Victory
… Starts Here.”

The Fort Jackson Leader

Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

Photo by RAQUEL MCDONALD

Brig. Gen. Patrick R. Michaelis, commanding general, left, and Post Command Sgt.
Maj. Philson Tavernier, right, cut a cake celebrating the Army’s 247th birthday during the 2022 Fort Jackson Victory Week celebration at Darby Field June 8, 2022.
The Army and Fort Jackson birthdays fall with a few days of each other and are
celebrated together on the installation.

June 16, 2022

June 16, 2022

Children enjoy sports throwing games
like football and basketball during the
2022 Fort Jackson Victory Week celebration on Darby Field June 8, 2022.
Along with games, the day offered
demonstrations, a cake cutting and
special performance by the Army’s
Golden Knights.
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Photo by ALEXANDRA SHEA

Master Sgt. Ian Munkacsy helps his 6-year-old son
Greyson play a football video game inside the U.S.O.
gaming trailer at Darby Field June 8, 2022. The gaming
trailer was part of the 2022 Fort Jackson Victory Week
celebration.
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PAPA’S TRIO

Carryout Special

Three Medium
One Topping Pizzas

Large Cheese or
One Topping Pizza

Promo Code

each. must
purchase three

Promo Code
L1TCO999CS

PAPASTRIO899

EXPIRES 7.30.22 Offer good for a limited time at participating Papa John’s restaurants only.
Limited delivery area, charges may apply. Customer responsible for all applicable taxes.

EXPIRES 7.30.22 Offer good for a limited time at participating Papa John’s restaurants only.
Additional toppings extra. Not valid with any other coupons or discounts.
Customer responsible for all applicable taxes. Stuffed Crust not included.

EPIC STUFFED CRUST

Double Deal

Epic Stuffed Crust Specialty or up to 5
Topping Pizza

Two Large Two Topping Pizzas

STUFFEDANY17

Promo Code

Promo Code
RHH2L2T22

EXPIRES 7.30.22 Offer good for a limited time at participating Papa John’s restaurants only.
Additional toppings extra. Not valid with any other coupons or discounts.
Limited Delivery area, charges may apply. Customer responsible for all
applicable taxes. Stuffed Crust not included.

EXPIRES 7.30.22 Offer good for a limited time at participating Papa John’s restaurants only.
Additional toppings extra. Not valid with any other coupons or discounts.
Limited Delivery area, charges may apply. Customer responsible for all
applicable taxes. Stuffed Crust not included.
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DELIVERY
DRIVERS NEEDED FOR
ON-BASE
ORDERS
APPLY AT

Online at jobs.papajohns.com

FAMILY SPECIAL

Any Large Specialty Pizza & Any
Large 2 Topping Pizza
Promo Code
FSRHHH21

EXPIRES 7.30.22 Offer good for a limited time at participating Papa John’s restaurants only.
Additional toppings extra. Not valid with any other coupons or discounts.
Limited delivery area, charges may apply. Customer responsible for all
applicable taxes. Stuffed Crust not included.
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Virginia Soldier provides cost-free aviation
training to deployed service members
By Sgt. Marla Ogden,
138th Public Affairs Detachment
The cost of obtaining a pilot’s license can be between $4,000 and $15,000, depending on the location,
type of aircraft used, instructor experience, and the
student’s learning pace. Army Sgt. Courtney Yerger
knows all too well the financial hardships that come
with becoming a civilian aviator.
A Soldier with the Virginia National Guard, Yerger
is using her civilian expertise to save Soldiers hundreds of dollars by providing a free aviation curriculum during her downtime while deployed to Kosovo.
Currently based at Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo, as
a geospatial intelligence imagery analyst with the
VaARNG’s 116th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
for NATO’s Kosovo Force, Yerger spends her Tuesday evenings helping Soldiers pursue their interests in
aviation by offering a cost-free curriculum.
Concurrently, she is also in the process of applying
to become a warrant officer for the Army, with aspirations of one day becoming the Virginia National
Guard’s first female UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter
flight instructor.
As a child, Yerger was always fascinated by the
idea of space. She was determined to get as close to
space as possible by exploring the skies. To meet her
goal, her initial aspirations were to attend the U.S. Air
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado. But
due to the demanding entry requirements, she wasn’t
accepted.
However, that didn’t cause Yerger to lose faith in her

aviation dreams, as she was then accepted to Liberty
University in Lynchburg, Virginia, where she attended
the School of Aeronautics.
“Not having studied aeronautics before, with zero
experience or background in aviation, I showed up
and had no idea what was going on,” said Yerger. “But
once I started doing it, I really enjoyed it and now I
can’t see myself doing anything else.”
But her path to becoming an aviator wasn’t seamless
and came with many challenges.
“Sophomore year, I actually had to drop out of college due to financial reasons,” she said. “I left Liberty,
went back home, and ended up enlisting in the National Guard.”
After completing Basic Combat Training, Yerger returned to Liberty University for her junior year. Upon
graduation, she received a commercial pilot’s certificate and two flight instructor certificates.
However, Yerger then faced another familiar struggle, COVID-19, which left the aviation industry in
dismay.
“I ended up graduating in 2020, the year of COVID,
and I needed to quickly find a job and a place to live,”
she said.
It was then that because of her qualifications, Liberty University offered Yerger a position as a flight
instructor.
“The funny thing is that growing up, when people
would ask ‘what would you never want to do?’ I would
say ‘be a teacher,’” she laughed. “Because when I
thought of being a teacher, I thought of being in front

See FLY: Page 17

Courtesy photo

Sgt. Courtney Yerger, a geospatial intelligence imagery analyst with the 116th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, Virginia National Guard, stands next to her
fixed-wing aircraft at Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia. As a certified pilot instructor in the civilian sector, Yerger provides a free aviation ground
course to Kosovo Force Soldiers each week at Camp
Bondsteel.

Army offers $25K for
30-day ‘quick ship’
By Capt. Memory Strickland
For the first time ever and regardless of
career field, the Army now offers all new
recruits the opportunity to receive a “quick
ship” bonus of $25,000.
This bonus is offered for those who ship
to basic training within 30 days of signing a
four-year contract.
June 16, 2022

“Recruiting in the current environment is a
challenge, and we have positions we need to
fill right now,” said Maj. Gen. Kevin Vereen,
who leads the U.S. Army Recruiting Command. “Our Army is counting on us to fill
these training vacancies quickly, so we are
able to offer incentives to gain interest in critical career fields.”

See QUICK SHIP: Page 16
The Fort Jackson Leader
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Army re-activates historic airborne unit,
reaffirms commitment to Arctic Strategy
By Joe Lacdan,
Army News Service
Several hundred Soldiers gathered in
formation within the Alaskan Interior on
a bright June morning June 6 to take part
in the activation of the 11th Airborne Division, posturing U.S. forces for strategic
advantage in the harsh Arctic terrain.
The 11th Airborne Division unites about
12,000 Soldiers in Alaska under one flag,
marking the first time that the Army has
activated an airborne division in 70 years.
During flag ceremonies at Fort Wainwright
and Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson,
shortened as JBER, the Army also re-designated the 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team
and the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
formerly of the 25th Infantry Division, into
the 1st and 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat
Teams of the 11th Airborne, respectively.
The activation reaffirms the Army’s commitment to its recently announced Arctic
Strategy, which outlines the service’s plan
to equip, organize and train with partner
units to establish military dominance in the
region. The division will be headquartered
at JBER and members will wear the unit’s
distinctive blue patch with a red and white
emblem and angel wings to symbolize the
unit’s call sign, “Angels.”
The activation also serves another purpose. By uniting the Army units as one
airborne unit, Army leaders hope the activation can ignite a greater a sense of camaraderie and enthusiasm for Soldiers serving
in one of the U.S. military’s most remote
and desolate locations.
In recent months, the Army’s senior leaders have met with commanders at Alaskan
installations to address quality of life concerns of Soldiers. Assessments revealed
that the previous unit designations did not
support unit cohesion.
“Experience has told us that units that
have a common unit identity is a source of
pride,” McConville said during a meeting
with reporters. “It’s extremely important.
And the history of a unit and the patch matter.”
McConville said the Soldiers of the 11th
Airborne Division will be equipped with
Page 14

Army Chief of Staff, Gen. James C.
McConville, speaks at the activation ceremony of the 11th Airborne
Division on June 6, 2022, at Pershing Parade Field.
Photos by Senior Airman PATRICK SULLIVAN

cold weather gear within the next 1 to 2
years. He added that the unit will serve as
the Army’s leading experts for Arctic military operations.
McConville said that the Stryker Brigade
Combat Team based at Fort Wainwright
will transition to become a more mobile,
infantry-based brigade combat team bolstered with a stronger air assault capability
and the skills to maneuver effectively in extreme cold weather environments.
McConville added that the Army plans to
move the armored Strykers out of Alaska
by the end of the summer as it continues the
acquisition process of Cold Weather, AllTerrain Vehicles or CATVs.
The 11th Airborne Division originally
played a critical role during World War II
and the Vietnam War. The Army credits the
unit with the amphibious assault landing at
Luzon, Philippines, and eventually helped
secure the liberation of Manila from Japanese forces.
“The 11th Airborne Division has a storied
history of valor during World War II in the
Pacific and also has a proud history of innovation,” McConville said. “So we expect
them to live up to the legacy … We expect

Wayne Porter, an Army veteran who was assigned to the 11th Airborne
Division before its deactivation in 1958, places an 11th Airborne Div.
shoulder sleeve insignia on Spc. Jihad Yarber, assigned to the 2nd Brigade, 11th Airborne Division, during the reflagging ceremony of the 11th
Airborne Division, June 6, 2022, at Pershing Parade Field, Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska. The activation returns the historic 11th
Airborne Division to an active Army role, with a focus on operations
in extreme cold weather and mountainous high-altitude environments.
The ceremonies at Fort Wainwright and Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson reflagged the 1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division and the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 25th Infantry
Division, into the 1st and 2nd brigade combat teams, 11th Airborne Division, respectively.
them to be masters of their craft in Arctic
warfighting and extreme cold weather and
high altitude and terrain. We expect them
to develop innovative ways of operating in
this environment.”
The Army now has a strategically located unit that can quickly deploy to any
region, especially those in cold weather
climates such as Nepal and India.
“Their focus will be on dismounted
and Arctic mobility and capabilities of
sustained operation in the Arctic [and]
extreme cold weather,” said 11th Air-

The Fort Jackson Leader

borne Division Commander Maj. Gen.
Brian Eifler. “In addition, they will
provide those capabilities in other cold
weather environments.”
Eifler added that U.S. Army Pacific
Commander Gen. Charles A. Flynn
traveled to Nepal to meet with Nepalese leaders on coordinating more
training opportunities with U.S. Army
infantry brigade combat teams. Eifler
said that includes the possibility of
taking part in a joint expedition on
Mount Everest.
June 16, 2022
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QUICK SHIP
Continued from Page 13
“Our Army is counting on us to fill these
training vacancies quickly, so we are able
to offer incentives to gain interest in critical
career fields.”
Currently, all career fields with vacancies qualify for the shipping bonus. Previously the quick ship bonus was only open
to certain career fields, however this new
amendment will allow more recruits to take
advantage of the bonus. Another change to
the quick ship bonus is future Soldiers who
joined under the delayed entry program can
renegotiate their contract.
“Future Soldiers who have enlisted and
are shipping in July, August or September
are authorized to renegotiate their contract to
ship earlier but they are limited to the training seats available,” said Patricia Crowe,
USAREC Enlistment Eligibility Processing
Division chief. “For instance, a future Sol-

dier who selected infantry as a career field
and enlisted in the Delayed Entry Program
in May, with a ship date of 6 September, can
now renegotiate their contract. They will
select a military occupational specialty that
is open with the availability to ship in the
next 30 days. This would authorize them a
$25,000 bonus.”
The quick ship bonus can be added in addition to other incentives already being offered for certain career fields. Applicants
have the potential to receive up to $50,000
total in combined enlistment incentives.
They also receive other standard Army benefits to include housing allowances, health
coverage, college tuition and family support
services.
Individuals can learn more about Army
career options and the benefits of the military service at GoArmy.com.
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DHEC is offering FREE STD/HIV testing
on June 28.
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HIV
Testing is
Self-care.
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Call 1-855-4-SC-DHEC to make an
appointment or visit scdhec.gov/hivaids
for more information.
To order a FREE HIV
self-test kit, visit
scdhec.gov/FreeHIVTest
or call 1-800-322-AIDS.
CR-013169
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tle. All materials will be provided. For more information call 751-5589.
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JULY 29
Rock Painting
2-3FLY
p.m., Thomas Lee Hall (Post) Library. Part of the Summer ReadContinued from Page 13
ing Program “Read Off the Beaten Path.” Children can paint rocks
and
them around
Fort Jackson
for otherstotograde.”
find or find some
of ahide
classroom
and bringing
home homework
Shehave
accepted
the position anyway and began instructing.
others
hidden.
To her surprise, the job was anything but traditional.
“I was like ‘Oh! This is a lot more fun than what I thought
it was,’” she said. “I quickly learned that I really enjoy oneon-one interactions and watching students understand the
concepts that I explain to them.”
Yerger said that she enjoys tailoring her method of instruction to each student’s needs.
“I like finding how every student learns differently and
matching my teaching style to it,” she said. “It’s really rewarding.”
She explained that since deploying to Kosovo earlier this
year, dozens of Soldiers have asked her to host a class on an
aviation ground course.
“When I had the interest meeting to determine if this was
actually something Soldiers would be interested in doing,
about forty-three people showed up,” she said. “So, I was
like ‘Okay, there’s definitely interest here.’”
Many of Yerger’s students travel roughly an hour from
other camps throughout Kosovo every Tuesday after the
duty day to Camp Bondsteel in order to attend her class.
Army 1st Lt. Benjamin Askins, a physician’s assistant
assigned to Kentucky National Guard’s Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 149th Infantry Regiment, travels from Camp Novo Selo, Kosovo, to attend each
week.
“This was something on my bucket list for a while, but
I never had the opportunity or money to pursue it before,”
Askins said. “When I found out that there was an opportunity to attend the course, combined with the free price, it
was just perfect.”
One of the first requirements in obtaining a private pilot’s
certificate is to be endorsed by a flight instructor and take
a knowledge test, which can cost upwards of $400 in the
civilian sector, something Yerger provides her students for
free, she said.
Soldiers who complete Yerger’s class in its entirety will
receive her endorsement and will then be eligible to take the
knowledge test.
“The goal of the class is that if they show up, do the work,
and show me they’ve put in the effort, then I can endorse
them,” she said. “Then they can take the test and have these
steps done before they go to a flight school and start learning
the flying portion.”
Yerger’s class benefits not only the Soldiers she teaches
but also her as well by keeping her up to date with knowledge and preparing coursework.

JULY 30
Offshore Fishing Trip
5 a.m. to 6 p.m., Marion Street Station. Travel to Hilton Head, S.C.
with your Outdoor Recreation team and fish 3-5 miles offshore for
black sea bass, mackerel, black drum, red fish, bluefish, and maybe,
shark. Call Marion Street Station for more information at 751-3484.

Photo by SENIOR AIRMAN PATRICK SULLIVAN

Soldiers assigned to the 2nd Brigade Combat Team (Airborne), 11th Airborne Division,
stand at Pershing Parade Field during the reflagging ceremony of the 11th Airborne Division
on June 6 at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska.

division will be headquartered at JBER and members will
wear the unit’s distinctive blue patch with a red and white
AUG. 6:
emblem with angel wings to symbolize the unit’s call sign,
Annual Fort Jackson Car Show
Several hundred Soldiers gathered in formation within “Angels.”
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Patriots’ Park. Show off your cherry ride or check
out all the cool cars at the annual car show. Register your vehicle at the Alaskan Interior on a bright June morning Monday to “Wherever you go, you will be the most highly trained,
the Auto Craft Shop. For more information, call 751-7061.
take part in the activation of the 11th Airborne Division, disciplined and fit Arctic warfighting unit in the world;
posturing U.S. forces for strategic advantage in the harsh ready to fight and win,” Army Chief of Staff, Gen. James
AUG. 7
C. McConville said to Soldiers at Fort Wainwright. “That
Arctic terrain.
Last day of Palmetto Water Park Season
Photo by Sgt. MARIA OGDEN
The 11th Airborne Division unites about 12,000 Sol- is what you will do. That is you who are. We are countArmy Sgt. Courtney Yerger, a geospatial intelligence imagery analyst with the 116th Infantry Briyou.”making
sure we
were safe
when riding
modiers inTeam,
Alaska under
one flag,
markingGuard,
the first time
that ing
gade Combat
Virginia
National
teaches
an on
aviation
ground
course
at Camp
BondAUG. 8-12
steel, Kosovo, June 7, 2022. As a certified pilot instructor in the civilian sector, Yerger provides a
torcycles.”
the Army
has activated
division
in 70
years. each
Vacation Bible School.
free aviation
ground
courseantoairborne
Kosovo
Force
Soldiers
week at Camp Bondsteel.
The
activation also serves another purpose. By uniting
9-11:30 a.m. Main Post Chapel. Fort Jackson conducts the annual During flag ceremonies Monday at Fort Wainwright and
the Army
units
as oneisairborne
unit,then
ArmyI’ll
leaders
hopeflight
the
Joint Basehere
Elmendorf-Richardson,
shortenedwith
as JBER,
“The students
are keeping me current
the the
warrant
officer
packet
accepted,
go to
Vacation Bible School to allow the Fort Jackson community’s children
knowledge by asking questions and being engaged,” she ex- school for Black Hawks.”
canpursue
ignite the
a greater
a sensepilot
of camaraderie
and
re-designated
theme
1st with
Stryker
Brigade
Combat Heractivation
learn more about their faith and for Families to learn more aboutplained.
the “InArmy
a lotalso
of ways,
they teach
their
perspecgoal is to
instructor
warrant officer
tives, understandings
what
they bring
the table
which could
upwards
complete
mission of the Religious Support Offices on Fort Jackson. The event
enthusiasm
for take
Soldiers
servingofintwooneyears
of theto U.S.
miliTeam and theand
4th with
Infantry
Brigade
CombattoTeam,
formerlytrack,
as well.”
if accepted.
is free and current COVID safety measures and General Orders are
Yerger said
an Division,
aviator means
knowmost
Virginia
had locations.
any female instructor
remote hasn’t
and desolate
of thethat
25thbeing
Infantry
into theyou
1st never
and 2ndstop
Infantry “I tary’s
learning.
pilots yet in the Guard, so that’s something I would
enforced. For more information, call 751-3979.
In recentinto,”
months,
Army’s
haveplanmet
Teams
of the 11th Airborne,
“There’sBrigade
never aCombat
point of
complacency,”
she said. respectively.
“Avia- like to break
she the
said.
“But senior
until leaders
then, I’m
tion is a profession where you continue to hone your skills.” ning with
back at
toAlaskan
instructing
at Liberty
afterqualthe
commanders
installations
to address
The activation reaffirms the Army’s commitment to on going
She hopes that her knowledge and understanding of avia- deployment.”
AUG. 13-14
tion regulations
and standard
operating
procedures
willoutlines
give the Herityfavorite
part of of
being
an aviator
now isn’t
thethat
inof life concerns
Soldiers.
Assessments
revealed
its recently
announced
Arctic Strategy,
which
Dog Days at the Water Park
her an advantage when submitting her application to be- credible aerial views or being in control of an aircraft;
the previous
unitinstructor
designationsand
did spending
not supporttime
unit coheservice’s
plan to equip, organize and train with partnerit’s being
come a warrant
officer.
a flight
with
Bring your four-legged best friends to Dog Days at Palmetto Falls
“If you’re in a fixed-wing versus in a helicopter, aero- her students, whether in the air or on the ground while
units to establish military dominance in the region. The sion.
Water Park, for some good splashing fun.
dynamic principles don’t change,” Yerger said. “If my helping them achieve their goals.
BY JOSEPH LACDAN
Army News Service

www.fortjacksonleader.com
June 16, 2022
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PEOPLE FIRST

Events
Continued from Page 4
Call Marion Street Station for
more information at 751-3484.
JULY 15
Camp Library
2-4 p.m. Thomas Lee Hall (Post)
Library. Part of the Summer
Reading Program “Read Off
the Beaten Path.” Stop by the
library’s indoor Camp Library
to practice fishing, make crafts,
hunt for bugs, and more. For
more information call 751-5589.
JULY 16-23

JULY 30
Offshore Fishing Trip
5 a.m. to 6 p.m., Marion Street
Station. Travel to Hilton Head,
S.C. with your Outdoor Recreation team and fish 3-5 miles
offshore for black sea bass,
mackerel, black drum, red fish,
bluefish, and maybe, shark. Call
Marion Street Station for more
information at 751-3484.
AUG. 6:
Annual Fort Jackson Car
Show
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Patriots’
Park. Show off your cherry ride
or check out all the cool cars at
the annual car show. Register
your vehicle at the Auto Craft
Shop. For more information, call
751-7061.

Army 10-Mile Qualifier
5:30 a.m., corner of Kershaw AUG. 7
and Forest Drive. Fort Jackson Last day of Palmetto Water
Army 10-Mile Qualifying Runs Park Season
will start 5:30 a.m. on the corner
of Kershaw and Forest Drive. AUG. 8-12
The 18 participants with the best Vacation Bible School.
run time will qualify to represent
Fort Jackson at the Army 10-Mile 9-11:30 a.m. Main Post Chapel.
in Washington, DC. For more in- Fort Jackson conducts the anformation, call the Sports Office nual Vacation Bible School to
allow the Fort Jackson commuat 751-3096.
nity’s children learn more about
their faith and for Families to
Aachen Range Day
9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Aachen Range, learn more about the mission of
Golden Arrow Road. Shoot at the Religious Support Offices on
targets out to 200 meters. Paper Fort Jackson. The event is free
targets and spotting scopes are and current COVID safety meaprovided. Patrons can shoot rifle sures and General Orders are
or pistol at a Day rate or an hour- enforced. For more information,
ly rate. Last half hour will be a call 751-3979.
turkey shoot contest (for paying
customers) For more informa- AUG. 13-14
tion, call Marion Street Station at Dog Days at the Water Park
751-3484.
Bring your four-legged best
friends to Dog Days at PalmetJULY 22
to Falls. Water Park, for some
Sand Art
good splashing fun. Only dogs
2-3 p.m., Thomas Lee Hall (Post) will be allowed in the water.
Library. Part of the Summer Dogs must be under the superReading Program “Read Off the vision of the owner, 18 years
Beaten Path.” Express your cre- and older. For more information
ativity in a bottle. All materials will call 751-3475.
be provided. For more information call 751-5589.
AUG. 27
Scavenger Hunt Bike Ride and
JULY 29
5K Walk
Rock Painting
Marion Street Station. Partici2-3 p.m., Thomas Lee Hall (Post) pate in the Fitness Department’s
Library. Part of the Summer 10-mile scavenger hunt bike ride
Reading Program “Read Off the or 5K walk and find health-relatBeaten Path.” Children can paint ed items along the way to help
rocks and hide them around Fort build healthier individuals and
Jackson for others to find or find families.For more information,
some others have hidden.
call Pam Long at 751-3700.

TRADOC program announces changes
BY SHELBY ETHINGTON
TRADOC Communications Directorate
The Partnership for Youth Success is changing its
name and some of its operations. This is a culmination
of the 3-year transition period that began when PaYS
moved to the Training and Doctrine command in 2019
which found the organization under new management with a growing number of partner organizations.
PaYS now stands for the Partnership
for Your Success, a change that reflects
the program benefitting not only the Soldiers who utilize the services but also the
partner companies that guarantee interviews for veterans.
“The change from ‘youth’ to ‘your’ in the
acronym represents the ‘win-win’ opportunity
for everyone involved in the PaYS partnership – the
Army, Soldiers and partnering organizations,” said Antonio Johnson, PaYS program manager.
The most recent updates are a result of the changes
that began when PaYS moved to TRADOC and have allowed the program to expand its scope.
“These changes have increased efficiency and productivity, while simultaneously developing a better perception of PaYS in the eyes of Army leaders and other stakeholders,” Johnson said.
PaYS will continue to serve Soldiers as they transition
from the Army to the civilian workforce by guaranteeing them up to five job interviews with the partner companies of their choice. It serves as the bridge between

Soldiers and industry. By guaranteeing interviews, the
program works to reduce uncertainty for Soldiers as they
leave the Army.
“Every Soldier is going to take the uniform off one
day and landing a job after the Army can be difficult,”
Johnson said.
However, he also made it clear that PaYS isn’t a program that only benefits Soldiers. Since the PaYS
program began in 2000, over 1,050 companies have joined the partnership. The program gives these companies access to a
skilled workforce of veterans.
Along with the name change, PaYS is
also updating its logo. It now showcases
the elements of partnership and transition
through the shaking of hands between a
Soldier and a civilian. The inclusion of the
program’s tagline, within the logo, was also important to show that PaYS is still doing the same work it
has done for decades; “connecting America with its Army.”
This announcement is just the beginning of the changes for PaYS. A new app is currently being developed to
connect Soldiers and veterans, with the ability to apply
for vacancies offered by PaYS partners in real time.
The PaYS database is also being redesigned to allow
Soldiers to select the companies they want to work with
at the end of their enlistment obligation, instead of at the
beginning. These changes are designed to create more
employment certainty for Soldiers and create a faster
turnaround for partnering companies.
For more information about PaYS, visit www.armypays.com.

Army Inspector General announces new website
BY THOMAS RHULE
Department of the Army Inspector General
Lt. Gen. Donna W. Martin, the 67th Inspector General of the Army has launched a new flagship website that
highlights the ongoing modernization/strategic efforts of
the Inspector General system and can be found at https://
ig.army.mil.
“I want the entire Army to understand the purpose of
the IG system and this new website will be the hub of
our outreach efforts as IG processes continue to evolve.”
Martin said.
Among the features of the new site are expanded information on the role of Army inspectors general, what
to know before contacting an IG, frequently asked questions, and where to find a local IG office.
The site will also provide IG-related information,
such as access to regulations, guides and policies, along

with how to become an inspector general.
“We wanted to make this a one-stop shop for anyone
to request IG assistance, to understand what is appropriate to bring to the IG, and to know the requirements to
become an IG,” said Sgt. Maj. Larry Orvis, the Inspector
General sergeant major. “Everyone in the Army should
know about the IG system, and how to find your local
IG squad.”
Over the next few months, the Inspector General
School website located at (https://tigs-online.ignet.army.
mil) will also be incorporated into the new IG website.
The Office of the Army Inspector General’s mission is
to provide impartial, objective, and unbiased advice and
oversight to the Army through relevant, timely, and thorough inspections, assistance, investigations, and training
to promote and enable stewardship, accountability, integrity, efficiency, good order & discipline and enhance total
Army readiness.
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TRAINING AND LEADER DEVELOPMENT

Cadets learn leadership, value during summer challenge
By Alexandra Shea
Fort Jackson Leader
Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps cadets
from high schools across the Carolinas began a
week-long challenge at Fort Jackson to hone their
leadership skills and learn the value of teamwork
all while getting a first-hand look at what the transformation process from civilian to Soldier looks
like.
“These kids are 9th to 11th grade out here,” said
Lt. Col. Julie Grant, Delta Company commander.
“All the schools this week are from South Carolina, and we have almost 1,000 cadets.”
The event was split into two phases with those
from South Carolina in the first phase and North
Carolina in the second.
The Junior ROTC Cadet Leadership Challenge
is an annual event held across the nation; Grant explained how this is the first year the challenge has
returned since COVID-19 restrictions were lifted.
The return of the challenge has been widely embraced by the cadets.
“The last camp was in 2019 and this is the largest number of participants and most female participants we’ve had,” Grant said. “We are making
history.”
Throughout the week, cadets will get an introduction to a variety of activities that mimic
the skills learned during Basic Combat Training.
Events such as basic rifle marksmanship, Victory
Tower, high and low rope course, drown proofing
in Knight Pool, archery, confidence course, drill
and ceremonies, and map reading were a few of the
events the cadets completed throughout the week.
“This is a value-added camp for them,” Grant
said. “It enables them on team building, communication, critical thinking and problem-solving skills.
It is all hands-on here and these skills will help
them not only in the school year but in corporate
America.”
Grant explained how the skills learned throughout the week and the JROTC Program not only
prepares students for enlistment into any branch of
service, but completion of the program also means
a potential promotion upon completion of Basic
Combat Training. Students also learned about the
benefits of enlistment to include health, dental and
vision care but also obtaining a degree.
“There are scholarships, funding for their books
and tuition, not just on active duty but in the Reserve and National Guard components as well,”
Grant said.
Though students were having fun, they and the
cadre are looking forward to returning home.
“JROTC is a great program, and I would recommend it to anyone,” Grant said. “There are a lot of
attributes you can obtain through JROTC.”
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